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A BRIEF HISTORY 

ABEMG AVENN Y 
FAMILY. 



THE &niily of the Neyilk are one oftba 
most anciept order of nobility in this king* 
dom; and until the late lord was created an 
earl, were tjhe premier barons of England. ' 

The learned aqd judicious Camden, in his 
history of Queen Elizabeth, o|i the decease 
pf ChsfrlesNevill, th# last Earl of West^ 
IQoreland, in 1;584} !^7 filiz. has observed 
that the title ceased* ^^ But i|*om his iamily^ 
fruitful in nobility, there sprung^ besidef 
pix.Earls of Westmorland, two Earli of 
Salisbury and. MT^cwick^ an Earl of Kent^ 
a Maiquis Montacute, a Duke of Bedford 
a ^aron Ferrors of Qversley, Barons 
Latimers,, Barons Abfergavennj : oa# 
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fueea, five duchesses; to omit countesses 
and baronesses; an archbishop of York, 
and a great tmmliea* oiff nftrier gentf emen." 

<* To set forth," sajs CoUins " the origin 
of the Nevill fiiinilj^aiid the^atchievements 
and services of the Earls of Westmorland, 
Warwick, &c« ftom wbom tile pr^sen^ E^ll 
of Abergavenny is descended^ would fill a 
volume/" - - 

The following* h \kketk tit>m undoubted 

authorities, that their descent is from Gilbert 

de Nevill, who came into England with 

William the Conqueror, and was his admiral 

in that expeditioh* He left iss'tfe Q^BBbrj 

; de Nevill, and he, another Qetkry] irtwy 

married Einnie, dku^hter and heii*^8S of 

i. Bertram deBiilmer, a gteatlMkroti in the 

p\ north, ^ndliad is^tl^ by h^, one sole'datlgbter 

i^ and heir, Isabel, who, after the death of hef 

J brother Henry, without issue, became hiW 

heiress, and wits the Wife of Robert Fitt* 

Maldred, Lord and Baton ofRabJr, in the 

jBishopridk of Pufham, who by her had a 

son, Gefiery, thiBLt assumed' the simi&itie o^ 

Nevill; as his mother hkd the gr^t inhet* 

itance of that liiieage, by which he was 

lord of Raby, His lather, Robert JtHtj^i 

Haldredi was the son of l^aldlred l^lts^* 
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Ikdpiiini Lord of Raby, and of Sandrope,, 
iiiithe r?ignft of Kiqg Heaiy the second, 
and Richard the first, wboae son, Vcfatrede, 
tfas Uol4 dfRabj, in the times of King 
Edfcrard tte Confessor, and William the 
Conqueror, son of Gospatrick, Lord of 
Baby, ifl tbe times of King Canute, and 
I^roMytte first son of Vchtrede, Earl of 
Nbrthumberlaad, son of Earl Waltheo^ the 
eifder, , 

Tho^said Gefieij, who took the name of 
N^till, had isaue, Robert Nevill, Lord of 
Baiiij.and^ Sandrape, who died on the lOtb 
oft Augnst, 128e, 10 Ed. L and bj his wife 
Ida, relict of Sir Roger Bertram, Baron of 
Milford, ha4 issue a son of his own name, 
yiho died befof e his father, Aug. 6, 1871, 55 
)bn. III. baling married Maiy, daughtei) 
and nt length heuress of Ralph, Lord of Mid# 
ikeham^ (who died in 13 Ed. IL) by his wife 
jhnasiada, daughter ofWilliam Lord Percy, 
Md wasfion of Ranulph deMiddleham, and 
Blary, daughter of Roger Bygot, Earl of 
liovfidk^ wfatMe son, Robert L«rd <rf'Middle4. 
llam^ by Hel^yse his wife, .daughter and 
hobesa. of Sir Bannlph GlanviUe, was son 
of Ralph Lord of Middleham, and'Agathi^ 
4wqgliler.taRdb«tt2]^dB*afte,o££^ 
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«on of ReftebaW, second son of Eudo, Earl 
of Bretagne, son 6( Earl Geffeiy, son of 
Conan, Earl of Bretagne. 

By the said marriage, the Lordskip of 
Middleham, with a large inheritance, de- 
Tol ved on Rantilph de Neyili, Lord of Raby, 
as successor to his father Robert, and his 
grandfather Robert, who died in 10 Ed* I. 
iis before mentioned. And the said Ranulph^ 
deceasing April 18, 1331, 5 Ed. Ill/left 
issue Ralph, Lord of Raby, and of Middle- 
ham, who died August 5, 1367, 41 Ed. III. 
and was ftither of John Lord Nevill, ' &c. 
who had two wives, Maud, daughter to 
Henry Lord Percy, and Elizabeth, daughter 
and heiress of William Lord Latimer, by- 
whom he had John Nevill, Lord Latimer. 
But by his first wife Maud, had two sons, 
Ralph, who was advanced to the title of Earl 
of Westmorland, in 1^1 R. il. also con-i* 
stituted constable of the Tower of London, 
having merited greatly from ^t King b^ 
his services in Scotland and France : and 
bis yd toger brother, Thomas Nevill, having 
married Joaa, daughter and heiress of WiU 
liam Lord Furnival, had that tadey and died 
in8H.IV. 
, The said Ralphs firit Earl o£We8tiiM». 
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land, by Margaret his iSrst wife, daughter of 
Hugh, Earl of Staftprdj had issue Lord J ohti 
Nevill, who died in the life-time of his 
ikther, andleft issue Ralph, second Earl of 
Westmorland, whose son, John IjordNevill, 
being slain at S^t. Alban's, leaving no issue, 
the honour devolved on John, brother and 
heir of the said Ralph, who by Anne, his wife, 
daughter and coheiress of John Holland, 
Duke of Exeter, had issue Ralph, Earl of- 
Westmorland, whose grandson, Ralph, Earl 
of Westmorland, having married Catharine, 
daughter of Edward Duke, of Buckingham, 
was (bj her) father of Henry, Earl of West- 
morland, whose son, Charles, Earl of West- 
morland, left no male issue ; and being at- 
tainted in the parliament of 13 Eliz. all his 
possessions were con£8cate4^ and in him t)ie 
title ceased. 

I shall now recite ,what issii^ Ralph, first 
Earl of Westmorland had, W his second* 
wife, Joan, daughter of John of {f aunt, Duke 
of Lancaster, fourth son of King Edward the 
Third. His eldest son, Richard Nevill, 
having married Alice^ daughter and heiress 
of Thomas de Montacute, Earl of Salisbury^ 
had, in h^r i^ight, (upoQ his decease) the : 
title of Earl of Salisbury^ and bj jiianj val- 



t 



,y Google 



iant acts, too long to enumerate here, ren- 
dered himself very fitmous. He was the 
father of Richard, Earl of Warwick, and 
after his death. Earl of Salisbury, the most 
potent peer of his time. ^ 

William Nevill, second son, by marriage 
with Joan, daughter and heiress of Thomas, 
liord Faucodberg, was Lord Fauconberg, 
and having suflered by the perfidiousn^s 
of the French, and merited greatly by his 
iralour in the wars witfi them, he was ad« 
vanced to the title of Earl of Kent, also 
made Lord Admiral of England. 

George Nevill, third son, was summoned 
k) parliament, as Lord Latimer, in 10 H. 
VI., — hisiather, the Earl of Westmorland, 
%aving, by feoffment, settled that barony on 
htm, which he possessed by the failure of 
issue male of his brother, John Nevill^ 
JLord Latim^. 

Of Edward Nevill, fourth son, ancestor 
to the Lords Abergavenny, it is to be ob- 
served, that by failure of issue male, in the 
several noUe branches of that family, raised 
to high honours, he is now become the sole 
representative of its illustrious race. And 
may the male issue continue, without inter- 
Biission^ to all posterity, and have in view 
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Yhe renown and eminent services of their 
progenitors, to incite them to imitate their 
virtues. 

In the reign of Heniy V*., Richard, Duke 
of York, married the daughter of Ralph 
Nevill, Earl of Westmorland, who had 
widely extended his interest among the 
nobilitj, which had procured him manj 
connections in that formidable order. 

The &mily of Nevill was, perhaps, at thi» 
time, the most potent, both from their opu^ 
lent possessions, and from ihe charaeten^ 
of the men, that has ever appeared i» 
England. For besides the Earl of West* 
morlancl, «nd the Lords Latimer, Faucon-^ 
bei|^, and Abergavenny, the Earls of Salis* 
bury and Warwick were of that fiunily; 
and were of themselves, on many account*^ 
the greatest noblemen in the kingdom. The 
Eafl of Salisbury, brother-in-law to the 
Duke of York, was the eldest son by ai 
second marriage of the Earl of Westmor- 
land ; and inherited by his wife, daughter 
and heiress ofMontacute, Elarl of Salisbury,, 
(killed before Orleant,) tl)e possession and 
title ofthat great family. His eldest son,. 

» Bute's History >of Englaud^ VoK III. p. 18L. 
B 2 r 
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Richard, had married Anne, the daughter . 
and heiress of Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick^ 
who died governor of France; and by this 
alliance, he enjoyed the possessions, and 
had acquired the title of that other family, one 
of the most opulent, most ancient, and most 
illustrious in England. The personal qual- 
ities also of these two Earls, especially of 
Warwick, enhanced the splendour of their 
nobility, and ehcreased their influence over 
the people. This latter nobleman, com. 
monly known, from the subsequent events, 
by the appellation of the King'tnakerf had 
distinguished himself, by his gallantry ia 
the field, by the hospitality of his' jtable, by 
the magnificence, and still more by the 
generosity ofhis expense, andby the spirited 
and bold manner wUich attended him in all 
his actions. The undesigning frankness and 
openness ofhis character, rendered his con- 
quest over men's afR?ctions thftm^f^-^Ttain 
and infallible : His presents were regarded 
^ Stire-irstimonies ot esteem and friendship ; 
and his professions as the overflowings of 
his genuine sentiments. No less than 30,000 
{persons are said to have daily lived at his 
board, in the diflFerent manors and castles 
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whidi he possessed in England. The 
militarj men, allured by his munificence 
and ho^italitj,.a8 welL as by his bravery, 
were zealously attached to his interest : the 
pec^le, in general, bore him an unlimited 
affection: His numerous retainers were 
more devoted ta his will, than to the prince 
Or to the laws : and he was^ the greatest, as 
wen as the last of those mighty Barons, who 
formerly overawed the crown, and-rendered 
ihe people incapable of any regular system, 
•f civil government. 

The present seat of the Earl of Aberga^ 
venny, is Ecidge* Castle, which he has fitted^ 
tip with great tasfe; the scite of which is on« 
a beautiful erainenee,.surrounded by a park,, 
many miles in circumference, and is well 
stocked with deer and other game. The* 
plantations about the house, and beautiful 
romantic roads through the park, is very 
elegant, and affords the most delightful. 
rural scenes. 

His Lordship^s attention, has not been 
confined to the park aiyl pleasure grounds 
alone, but.extending it amongst his tenantry 
oh the adjoining forest, which is of great 
extent, by giving every possible encourage- 
ment for the improvement of it. . In this- 
»3 
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extensive tract of land are several pleasant 
villages, and though the soil is generally 
barren, yet it is finely diversified with hills 
and vales, woods and water ; in short, those 
beautiful lines of Mr. Pope, are not inap- 
plicable to the .spot :— 

H^re waving groves and chequer'd scenes display^ 
And part admit, and part exclude the day ; 
There interspersM in lawns and op'ning glades, 
Thick trees arise, then shun each other's shades; 
Here in full light the russet plains extend, 
There wrapt in clouds in blueish hills asoend i 
£t'h thef wild lieath displays her purple dyes^ 
And ^Bidst ^be desert, fruitful fields ari«e. 
That, crowq'd with tufted trees and springing corn^ 
Like verdant isles the sable waste adoru. 
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HIS little work having passed 
through several editions in the 
course of a verj few years, is the 
surest test, of its great utility. 

No pains have been spared, nor 
expenses regarded, to render it 
beneficial, instructive, and enter- 
taining to the. public, particularly 
to those who visit Tun bridge -Wells 
during the season. 

For the perfection of which, 
the most valuable materials have 
been collected from authentic re- 
cords, the best esteemed authors^ 
and the venerable repositories of 
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ancient manuseripts searchejdr ^^^ 
present th^ public with a copious 
detail of historical facts. 

As th^ generality of persons are 
apt to be struck wit^i reverential 
awe and pleasing melancholy, at 
the gloomy prospect of mouldering 
ruins, or standing monutnents of 
antiquity, and as this country, but 
particularly the neighbourhood of 
Tunbridge -Wells, affords, in a 
very ample manner, . that solema 
pleasure to reflecting min^s, it 
has been judged proper to insert 
a concise account of whatever 
merits the attention of the anti- 
quary, the curious, and the pensive. 
^This GUIDE is likewise meant to 
accompany families in their airings^ 
A MAP of the roads, comprehending 
the same distance around the Wells,^ 
which was published, merely for the 
accommodation of the company^ 
iince the alteration of the roads^ 
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and which ^mayVe piircha^d n^pk^ 
rate, will be found a yery useful 
appendage. 

The hurrj in putting this to the 
press, may have subjected it to some 
few errors, and incorrectness of ex-* 
pression, which, I hope, the candid 
public will overlook, as I flatter 
inyself the plan of it will be found 
so calculated as to answer every 
purpose intended. 

. That part of the worli, which 
treats at large on the mintral waters^ 
is the result of several years practice 
Qf different physicians, 'jvhose obser- 
vations have been made on the spot, 
and whose peculiar study it has 
been to acquire a perfect knowledge 
of the abstruse wonders of these 
great magazines of nature's dispen- 
satory, and chymical subterranean 
laboratories. 

This new edition, is with im-^ 
provements, and as often as othert 
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occur, or: as 'the faculty aire 
pleased to furnish . me with further 
observations or cases, for the me- 
dicinal part of the work, the most 
early additions will be made with 
that earnest endeavour, which, 
throughout the' whole of this little, 
publication, has prevailed with the 
public's 

very obliged, 

and grateful servant, 

J. SPRANGE. 

Jnnuari/y 1815. 
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THE 

TUNBRIDGE-WELLS* 

QUIIDIE. ■ 



IJsrTRODVCTIOX. ^-^ 

j[ HERE are many tradM^onal accounta* 
of the first discovery of those celebrated 
springs of chalybeate^^ater, now so univer- 
sally known by the name of" Tunbridgb- 
WEi^'iS/' And that. there should be some 
noiiraculous stories amongst others, <rannot 
be a matter of wonder to those who know, 
that the origin of places, as well as most of 
the discoveries that have been useful to 
mankind, were, in the dark ages of super- 
stition and priestcraft, generally ascribed 
to the extraordinary interpositions of some 
avaricious sain^ whose credit the monks of 
the times fi[>und themselves interested to 
mdvaKpe* 
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3 TUNBRIDGE-WELLS*^ 

This not only gave rise to the multitude 
of fabulous incidents that have attended 
almost every popular discovery, but had 
also left so strong an impression in the 
breasts of our ancestors, that even the ban- 
ishment of popery could not totally eradi- 
cate their fondness for qniracles, and their 
viol)ent propensity to swallow the absurd 
tales of designing knaves. 

This might be illustrated by many instan- 
ces from history and observation ; but, as it 
is a fact so obvious, that few will take upon 
them to deny, I rather choose to begin im- 
mediately the relation of the stpry I have 
undertaken, than needlessly employ my ti^ie « 
in. disproving absurdities: it is, howeveri 
requisite to premise, for the salis&ction of. 
my readers, that the story I have been 
speakii^ of, and am now hastening to. relate, 
is not only better attested than any other on 
th^ same subject, but is also by much, the « 
n^ost admissible, because it is the. only one 
unattended, with miraculous, or, at lea^t, 
vfiry imppbable incidental 

It is truq, there are no conrobaratipg^^ 
circumstances to be produced from hiatocy?.. 
or aiUiqj^e. n^onuments^ to. ascertain th^^ 
truth of the following narrative, w^9^ i^a 
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'^letfy gathered from tierbal information ; 
imtf tllerefore I dare not take upon me tA 
prove tbe tvhole to the satisiaction 6f a nice 
tritical inquirer; but as the persons from 
whom I haveit are, or were, people of ni- 
tegtity in the common concerns of life, ho 
'tvttys biassed by hiterfested Views to reldte 
tkkehoods, skid ibove all immediately de- 
Meiid^ from those who w^re living at the 
titne, ttnd '^rincipdlj concerned in these 
t^ndft6ticm8, I efthndt ente^aili 'the least 
itoubt 6f tke %ltfli of H myself. 



^ftE Tl»«*T DMCOVlBlty OF TirE MEl>ICI* 
•fTAL WATER AT TUN^ RIDGE- WELL^. 

IDUDLEY Lord North was a distin^ 
guidied noblefldan in the court of King 
James, or rather in that 6f Prince Heniy, 
his son^ where he entered iiito dl the gal- 
lantries of the times with a vivacity and 
tspirit, which,however entertaittingto others^ 
was attended with very disagreeable conse* 
quences to himself, since it was not only 
destructive to his fortune, but ruinous to 
liis constitution. 

c 2 
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. This young nobleman had reached Kid 
twenty-fourth year, when he fell into a 
lingering, consumptive disorder, that baffled 
the utmost efforts of medicine, and absolute- 
ly deprived him of all capacity for enjoying" 
those pleasures in which he had too free- 
quently indulged. In this melancholy situ- 
ation it became necessary for him to live 
more regularly ; and, in order the better to 
enable him to fall into a new plan tvith 
iacility, it was judged expediient to separate 
him from the scenes of pleasure, in whickhe 
must unavoidably continue to be engaged, 
while be remained in the vicinity of the 
court : upon this principle, his friends and 
his physicians advised hini to retire into the 
country, and try the efficacy of that last re- 
medy, change of air, for the re-establishment 
of his constitution. 

In consequence of this judicious advice, 
his lordship, in the spring of the year, 1606, 
made Eridge-house* the place of his retreat. 

* Eridge-house U about two miles froni Tunbridge* 
Wells, and is mentioned in the fuUowing manner br 
the iSte Mr. Aaron Bill in a letter to Mr. Dam 
Mallet:— 

•* 'Twas an'oblis^ing^ wish you sent me — all the 
real pleasures of retirement. That actual happiness 
once, about thirtj years ago, 1 was on the very 



db^ Google 



Sridge Was tfien a hunting-seat belonging 
*to liord Abergavenny, and has ever since 
cbntinued in the possession of his noble 
descendants ; the building was an ancient 
/gothic structure that appeared, notwith- 
Btanding its late ruinous condition, to have 
he&n an agreeable ret^ment from the 
'Ctteftdance of a court. 

A few years since, the present Earl of 
Abergavenny fixfed on that spot for hi* 
feihily's residence" ; in consequence, the old 
house was in great part taken down, and a 
ftuit of spacious apartments added to the 
more entire part remaining ; the whole df 
which now forms an excellent mansion. 
The parterres and pleasure grounds around 
the house, and within the adjoining park^ 
are judiciously laid out and planted, which^ 
'together with a variety of nature's prolific 
uteres, foriais in the whole, many delig^htfti^ 

^VM^-ofy ill tfaie neigblkHirliiood bf the rockJl anA 
Irees yoa corremood with» There is a place called 
♦^ridgC'park,' belonging to- Lord Abergavenny, ana 
•jm ofien, old, appropriate fdreit of th6 name of * Wa^ 
terdown,' that Dotted on the park enclosure. There 
Vas also near it'theo ahousecalied^ Eridge-honse.' 
'^iie park Wasaa assemMage or all natore^s beauties-^ 
Thills, vfiles, brooks, lawns,, groves, thickets, rocks, 
i|Mt«r<4Ullr Hi wMlBy iioble and regularly anuabW." 
Hill's W'orks, Vol. lU 
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umbrageous rides and walks : the park jias 
been . new fenced round, fresh stodged with 
deer, and in other respects omamente^jL 
and enriched. The picturesque scenery in 
the toute en «em2>/^,, constitutes it as delight- 
ful a spot as any the country affords. 

The situation i^ in the highest d^;ree 
romantic, the soil dry, the air pure and 
healthful, and no country can affi>rd finer 
riding; so that^on the whole, one can hard- 
ly conceive an idea of a place more proper- 
ly adapted to restore health to a consumptive 
habit : but then, to counterbalance these 
advantages, ijt was situated in one of the 
mpst savage parts of the county of Sussex, 
and, by its. distance from all neighbourhoo<^ 
secluded its inhabitants from all intercourse 
with the rest of mankind. 

Lord North was advised to continue in 
this mansion during the whole summer; 
but the wild aspect of the country, and the 
unsocial situation of the place, were so in* 
compatible with the lively disposition of 
this gay young courtier^ that he soon grew 
weary of his retreat: and, in this disposi* 
tion of mind, .he formed a .resolution of 
f (^turning to town long before the expiratios 



d by Google 



f 

of die appointed tinier unless he should ex- 
peripnce those salutary benefits from the 
air, which his physicians had flattered him 
with the hope of receiving. 

However, his lordship, at the repeated 
instances^of his friends, and in order to ^ve 
the country a fiiir trial, wis prevailed upon 
to continue yet another six weeks at Eridge ; 
when, findings his disorder rather increased 
than diminished, and particularly that his 
spirits were greatly lowered, he was con- 
vinced that the air alone was a very insuffi* 
eient counterpoise against the effects of the 
dreary solitude in whi^h he was immersed, 
and consequently wottld go but a little way 
towards restoring bis health to its pristine 
state : his lordship, therefore, rejecting' all 
solicitations to remain any longer here, ab- 
ruptly quitted this retired mansion, and 
began his journey to London. 

Thus was this young noblemap travelling 
to the gre^t metropolis, in a more desperate 
and melancholy condition than ever, being 
deprived of the flattering hopes that his 
sanguine fipi^nds and his physicians had in- 
spired^ and with no other prospect in view 
but that dismal one of a grave in ^ficil 
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l)loom of manhood, without in -the* fe^ESt 
suspecting, that, in leaving Ais counlfy^ hit 
mvas flying from th^ remtedj apj^nt^d bjr 
providence, for the cureof his disorder. 

But, fortunately for him, hi^ road laj 
directly through the wood in which theste 
useful springs were concealed from the 
l^iowledge of mankind; eothat, when his 
lordship came upon the spot, at the "be- 
ginning of his journey^ and while he had 
the day before him, he could not weU pass 
by without taking notice of a water, which 
seemed to claim his attention, on account 
cf the shining^ mineral scum 'that every^ 
where swam on its surface, as well as on 
account of the ocherous substance which 
subsided at th*e bottom, and marked i^ 
course to a neighbouring brook. His lord* 
^qp accordingly observed these uncomn^n 
appearances, the meaning of winch lie coiM 
not instantly comprehend;; however, fiey 
induced him lo.aHght from his caitiag«, iil 
order to examine it more attentively ; an^ 
•at Ae same time, he ordered one of hfo 
attendants to borrow a Iktle tessd froiA 
*he neighbouring hovel, that hteirnight taste 
it: aiidtbe{»eo^kFlerr«igiAOtt6^ta6leof4]iift 
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water not only convinced Lord North, that 
it held its course through some undiscover- 
ed mine, ccmtained in the dark cavities of 
the earth, but also gave him room to fancy, 
that it was endowed with some «iedicinai 
properties, which might be beneficial to the 
human race. ^ 

As a drowning man is said to catch at a 
•traw, so his lordship, as soon as he haditt 
imagination made' this important discovery^ 
began to hope it would be useful to himself; 
find therefore commanded his servants' to 
bottle off some of the water, in order to 
ponsulthis pfayficians upon this subject, as 
aomi as he could get to London. 

From whence the bottles were procured 
upon this occasion, it is not now very 
^asy to determine; but that Lcnrd North 
sent some of his retinue back to Eridge for 
as many as were necessary, is very proba* 
ble : at least it is not likely that any were 
to be had nearer, as at that time, the whol< 
of the surrounding country was rough 
woods and uncultivated forests, without 
either house or inhabitants, except that 
which his lordship had just quitted, and one 
little cottage very near the spring, in whicli 
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lived the woman, frt>iii whom his servants 
borrowed the wooden bowl, that his lord- 
ship drank o«tof wh^n he tasted the watfcr. 

Be this as it wiU, lerouie of the water was 
carried to liondon ; the physicians were 
consulted on its virtues, and their judge- 
ments so perfectly coincided with Lord 
North'« opinion, that they imsiediately left 
town to examine it on the spot. We have 
no piirlieular account of the 'process Hie^ 
used on<the oecs^on; but, as thteir -sole 
business' was to diseov^ the nature anfl 
properties ^ the water, they undoubtedly 
ttterted all thcmr Aill, and tried all the ex- 
periments, the thean inlhnt state of chymi^tff 
would admit df, 4o aniawer ^^is important 
end: however, though* we are unacquainted 
with the method they permied. We are asstffi** 
€d the result of their inquirieB proved -so 
fiivQurable to this hitherto-neglected ^ring, 
that they hastened back again to publish its 
valuable qualities, and to grve their noUb 
patient sufficient encouragement to try itt 
• efficacy, on return of the vernal season. 

Accordingly, as soon as the warm weather 
e&me on, and the roads were dry enough to 
fonder a journey practicable^ Lord'Nortk 



d by Google 



Tetunie4 ta £rid]g^e,, to add the power of 
the water to the purity of the ' air, and to 
tiy how &r their unMed force would con- 
tribute to restore strength aod vigour to his. 
shattered, constitution. And, notwith^ 
standing the low condition to which he was 
bj thisti^l^ reduced, the success he met 
yimth more than, answered his most san^^uine 
expectations, insoiauchy that after about* 
three moniths' continuance in this* now de- 
lightful cpuntry, he returned to town, so 
perfectly ireed from all his comphUnis, that> 
we cannot find he ever afterwards exper- 
ienced the least return of his disorder, 
though we are assured he again gave him- 
self up to all the gallantries of the age, and 
lived in the full indulgence of every plea- 
sure, til} after the death of the accomplished 
Prince Henry, when he § retired fi'om the 
pedantic court pf James, to his country sei^ 
at Gatlidge, in Cambridgeshire, where he 
lived' more honourably upon the remains 
of hisYortone, than ever lie had done before, 

• Health mak^ the gloomy face of nature gay» 
Orres besuty to.the sun, and lustre to the day. 

J Vide Ni?ijari» Mtei^.r#ipdvCol|ii^> Poer^gij. . . 
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and died on the 16th of January, 1666, at 
the advanced age of 85. 

It is from thi« recovery of an eminent no- 
bleman from the vei^e of the grave, that 
we must date all the honours to which 
Tunbridge* Wells has risen. And, if we 
trace its story to the head, it will appear, 
that only so trifling an incident, as the 
colour of the ground about the water of 
a wild unuseful wood, has filled the desert 
with^ inhabitants, and made plenty smile 
itver the barren heath ! 



XHB STATE OF THE PLACE DURING THE 
FIRST THIttTY YEARS AFTER THE 
DISCOVERY OF THE WATER. 

IjORD, NORTH, immediately on this 
almost miraculous re-establishment of his 
health, by repairing to th^ court of his 
Royal Master, as was before observed, 
•confirmed the rumour of his having dis* 
covered these valuable springs of medicin^ 
water; of the excellency of which, he was 
himself an incontestible evidence to all 
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that had known him in his past langfiiifihing 
and deplorable condition, when his whole 
6jst«ni bore the appearance of an universal 
decay, and nature itself seemed hastening 
to its period. 

And, as this water had its rise on the 
borders of Lord Abergavenny's estate, this 
very sufficient proof of its merit induced 
that noble man to interest himself in itg 
preservation, and with this view, to make 
the place as convenient as the nature of the 
country would admit of, to the many invalids 
that, it was reasonably conjectured, would 
fly to it as a refuge from their various 
disorders. 

Lord Abergavenny was so much in ear- 
nest in this important undertaking, that he 
came to Bridge on purpose to prosecute it 
with vigour ; and, having obtained leave 
of Mr. Weller, of Tunbridge, who was 
at that time lord of the manor, his lordship 
ordered the ground about the springs to be 
cleared from the surrounding rubbish, and 
sent for an eminent naturalist from London, 
with whose assistance he distinguished ^the 
two principal of seven several springs, for 
so many were at first discovered ; and over 
these his lordship ordered wells to be sunk, 

D 
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a stone pavement to be laid round, and the 
whole to be enclosed with wooden rails in a 
triangular form. 

From henceforth this excellent water be« 
eame a subject of public discourse, and it» 
yast efficacy ia removing many disorders 
to which the human body is incident, was 
. sufficiently evidenced by the recovery of 
many who ventured on the trial ; but the 
place itself continued several years in the 
same desolate conditioii, with only a few 
inconsiderable improvements, such as cut- 
ting down some of the wood, clearing off 
those bushes that were troublesome to the 
water-drinkers, and making the road from 
Tunbridge Town more convenient than 
when it was less frequented. 

This slow progress in embellishing the 
country was probably occasioned by the 
uncertainty of its proving beneficial to its 
owners, as well as to the manjjers of the age, 
and the carelessness of those wno attended 
merely for the relief that the waters 
afforded. 

The owners, i:^deed, ai that time, could 
have but little room to imagine that Tim- 
bridge- Wells would ever become so emi- 
nent amonjip the votaries of pleasure as it 
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now is. London had absolutely engrossed ' 
all the fashionable amusements to herself: 
gaming, intrigue, and every other diversion 
inviented to kill time and gratify the restless 
passions of rnaii, were confined to her pre- 
cincts alone, and only existed during the 
winter months. The summer was a season 
of langour and discontent. The people of 
fashion had no agreeable retreats in which 
they could be together, and pursue those 
amusements which had employed them in 
the winter. The healthy flew to their 
country-seats, aiid passed their time in a 
wearisome solitude, amidst a company 
whose station and manners were iiicompa- 
tible with their own. The sick that resorted" 
to the mineral waters of Tunbridge, had 
Only the recovery of health in view, and 
proposed to themselves no other pleasures 
but such as were entirely rural. The coni-» • 
pany ^ thus assembled, formed no general 
society. The amusements of the gentry 
were few", confined, and selfish. The great 
brought with them all the haughtiness of 
nobility, and knew not how to let them- 
selves down with grace. In short, delicacy,-t 
politeness, and elegant pleasures, were then 
]iut just budding forth (torn amidst Um 
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rubbish of gothic barbarism, and till these 
were grown to such a height as to be dis- 
cernible amongst us, Tunbridge- Wells was 
not esteemed a place of pleasure, in which 
the people of &shion might depend upon 
being agreeably amused. 

During this period, Tunbridge Town 
was the nearest place where any lodginga 
could be procured^ and therefore was gen- 
erally pretty much crowded in the water- 
drinking season, which usually began in 
May, and continued to October, 

But nothing very remarkable happened in 
this country finom the first discovery of itft 
springs, till the arrival of Queen Henrietta 
Maria, wife of Charles I., who was sent 
here by h^r physicians, for the re-establish- 
ment of her health, after the birth of Prince 
Charles, which happened on the 29th of 
May, 1630. 

It is said of this young queen, who was 
the first of the royal &mily that -ever 
honoured Tunbridge- Wells with their 
presence, that, at this tiine, she had per- 
sonal charms which every day grew more 
lovely in the eyes of her husband ; and she 
ao well understood their proper use, as, 
after the death of Buckingham, entirely ta 
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•aptivate his heart : but, beings a foreigner, 
and, lipon her first arrival in England^ 
riigfated as she ima^ned by the king, and 
really ill-treated by the fiivourite, she did 
not entertain any very advantageous pre- 
possessions for the court ;' and, afterwards, 
the disputes between Charles and his par- 
liament gave her still less room to lovt 
the people. This unhappy prejudice 
against the whole nation was sufficient to 
awaken the spirit of a Medicis, and per- 
haps led her into some error ; it certainly 
was the foundation of much uneasiness to 
her during the future part of- her life, and 
the probable cause of her disrelish for this 
kingdom, even after the restoration. How- 
iSver, notwithstanding^ this, she ever beha- 
ved with proper civility to all, rr^J to som# 
she was most obligingly kind. In the days 
of her prosperity she was fond of masks 
and dancing, and in this place^ which, on 
account of its truly romantic appearance, 
was well calculated for the purpose, some 
were performed before her, that were er» 
tremely ingenious, as well as magnificient. 

The queen continued about six- weeks at 
the WeUs, and dwelt in tents the whole 
time. Her camp was pitched upon BishopV 
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down common, and certainly diffused a 
splendour and magnificence over this wild 
country, to which it had hitherto been an 
absolute stranger; but, except the honour 
of her presence, and the clearing of the 
common to m^ke room for her tents, the 
place received no benefit from her majea* 
ty^s successful residence in it. ' 

The curiosity of this gay young queen in* 
duced her one day to walk from the .WeU 
a little way into the county of Susses^ 
where she wandered about till, at length 
growing weary, she sat down on a bank 
beneath the shade of a spreading birch for 
refreshment ; and, when she had sufficiently 
rested herself^ slie arose, and ordered a 
stone to be placed there, as a memorial of 
her travels in that county, not then in the 
least presaging how many counties she was 
in a few years afterwards destined to trave) 
through. A complimentary latin inscription 
was engraved on this stone by one of her 
majesty's attendants ; but Oliver's rude p^Br- 
tizans prevented its reaching posterity,—- 
Such generally are the effects of licentious 
rebellion, which is at all times destructive 
of ttie arts^ and attended with ruin and 
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The Queen's-stone, where aflerwardi 
ttn alehouse, in the road to Frant, was built 
on the Bpot where this monument was 
placed, and the sign*, whidi hung there 
till within these few years, was drawn from 
a view of the stone itself; but the inscrip* 
tion is no where preserved. 

It is in remembrance of this queen| 
that Dr. Rowzee, in his little valuable 
treatise on this water, calls the place 
" Queen Mary's WeUs ;" but this name wat 
never very generally accepted, and pro- 
bably because it was the last given to it. 
At this distance of time, it is a difficult 
mattlsr to ascertain what name the , place 
was at first distinguished by ; but, as Kil- 
buK^e, in his '' Survey of Kent," calls it 
" Prant- Wells," we may, with some sort of 
assurance, conjecture that this was the 
name originally given to the place by Lord 
Abergavenny ; and this conjecture must re« 
ceive great additional strength from con-, 
sidering, thiit his lordship's estate, in that 
neighbourhood, is situated in the parish of 
Frant. 

* The bouie if now conTerteil into apriTatehonse» 
mod if the residence' of R. Jones, Esq., Solicitor, who 
hfts m«de Tery considerable alterations, which tm* 
im it IB the whole ma agreemble spot. 
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' But these names are now entirely lost; 
and ^* Tunbridge- Wells" is imiversallj 
Mopted in their stead. It will be difficult 
to account for this more judiciously than 
Dr. Rowzee has already done, in his be- 
fore-mentioned neglected treatise — " They 
have their name'^ says he, ^ from this town, 
as being the nearest town in Kent to 
them"— ^and it may be added, as being the 
place where the company usually resided, 
when they first began to drink the Water 
medicinally. 

It seems reasonable to imaginey as the 
springs rise in Speldhurst pai^sh, no name 
would have more readily secured, or been 
more justly applied, than that of ". S^ld-* 
hurst- Wells ;" but, as every thing of this 
kind depends upon capricious circumstan- 
ces, and is in itself of very little real im- 
portance, any attempt' to change the name^ 
which the place has so long been known 
by, and which is now so universaUy and 
'firmly established by time and custom, 
cannot be more inefiectual than it woul4 
be ridiculous. 
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THE PROGRESS OF THE BUILDINGS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS AT TUNBRI)>GE-W£LI.8 
TO THE PRESENT TIME. 



Thirty years after the first discovery 
of the medicinal springs at Tunbridge* 
Wells, notwithstanding the acknowledged 
usefulness of the water, the vast resort of 
company that every season attended to par* 
take of its benefits, and the great inconven« 
ience of lodgings at the distance of fivd 
miles fi:*om the spot, the country continued 
in the same rough, wild, uncultivated state 
that it was left in by Lord Abergavenny ; 
but, as a journey to Tunbridge became at 
length a scheme of pleasure, and fiishtoii 
drew the youn^ and the gay, as well as the 
diseased and old, the happy period arrived 
in which it could not longer renmin in so 
desolate a condition. 

The first buildings erected in the vicinity 
of the springs were two small houseft, or 
rather cottages, one ^r the accommodation 
of the ladies*, .and the other for the gen- 

* At the back of Mr. Kicbard Ddvct^i houae^ 
Bftih-M^ar*. 



/ 
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tlejnent. These buildings were so esseii^ 
tially necessary to the convenience of the 
company, that it is amazing they were so 
long delayed; — ^nothing surely can paint 
in stronger colours the carelessness of the 
water-drinkers, and the want of foresight 
in the country people than this neglect. 

The latter of these two houses, which, 
in the present age might, perhaps, be called 
a " Coffee-House," was then named the 
<* Pipe-Office," because there the gentlemen 
usually met to converse over a pipe, and a 
dish of coffee, when they had drank their 
proper quantity of water. 
. It was customary for them to pay half-a« 
crown subscription to this house, for the use 
of pipes, the privilege of reading the news- 
papers, and other little conveniences of die 
same kind, instead of which the libraries are 
now the resort for amusements ; where, from 
the prevalence of ever-varying fiishion, 
pens, ink, and paper, are now substituted 
instead of the discarded pipe* 

In two years more, a green bank, now 
paved and called the " Upper Walk," was 
caised and levelled, and a double row of 

f Mr. J»hn Smith, opposite Spraii^e*s Librarjr* 
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trees planted cm its borders to defend the 
company from the violence of the meridian 
sun. Under these trees, the tradesmen 
usually stood to dispose of their goods in 
the hours of water-drinking, which was the 
only time they had to sell their diflFerent 
sorts of merchandize, because the company 
lodged at too great a distance to appear 
amongst them above once a day. 

The next year they began to build a few 
houses for the accommodation of the corn- 
pany at Southborough*, and at Rusthall§. - 

* Southborough \n about two miles and a half 
from the Wells, and there are still remainio^ two or 
three tolerable houses al that place ( though in gen- 
eral they are gone to decay, and have been bought 
off aod rebuilt at Tunbridge Town and l'unbridge« 
Wells. At the time when parties raged very high, 
previous to the grand rebellion, and many years 
afterwards, the royalists lodged atlhis place, and the 
round-heads at Rusthall: each party thus cboosinz 
to be as far divided from each other in their dwell* 
logs, as they were in the disposition of their minds. 

^ Rusthall is about one mile from the Wells, and 
u so called from its ancient proprietors, whose names 
were ** Kiist,** one of whom was mayor of Fever- 
sham in the time of King Henry Vt. Jhe Presby« 
terians wanted to build them a r.onYeoticle at this 

Elace, when it was in the most flourishing state i 
ul, though it was chiefly supported by that sect* 
the landlord refused to sell them a foot of_ land for 
that purpose, eren at the most extravagant price, so 
inveterate was the hatred that Churchmen tliea bore 
to Freibyteriaut. 
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' These 'buildins^ were small and few at 
£rst ; rather suited to the cireumstaoces and 
apprehensions of tlie builders, than to the 
company they were intended for; but the 
water was now in such high reputation, that 
people gladly put up with any inconveni- 
cjices on its account ; and, therefore, whea 
these new houBes were full, would pay an 
extravagant price for cottagp'^, huts, or any 
place to screen them from the weather, 
rather than return hr^me without partaking 
of the benefits thereof. 

The elegant poet Waller has immortal- 
ized these springs, and sufficiently evidenced 
their celebrity about this time, by alluding 
to their salutary properties in a cliarming 
little poem addressed to his Sncharir^sa. 

• Complaining of the cruel iiidi!P;rence of 
this haughty beauty, the popt exclaims, in 
imitation of Patroclus* in tke sixteenth 

♦ " mta unpityin^ ! if of man thy rate ; 

But sure thou tprtog^si not from a %oit embrace, 
Kor ever aniVous hero ji^ave thee birth, 
fior ever tender gwldt'ss brought thee forth. 
Some rag:ffed rock» hard entrails cau«'d thy foriii« 
And raging seas produced thee in a storm. 
A i»oul well surlin^ that ieoipestuous kind. 
So rough thy inaiiaers> so uutam'd thy mind.** 
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^liad, that '' she could not be a Sidnev, noF 
spring from her mother ;^' and then passion- 
ately goes on : 

*' to no human stock 

We owe this fierce uiikindness ; but the rock. 
That cloven rock produced thee, by whose side 
Nature, to recompence the fatal pride 
Of sUeh stemi lieavrty, placf d thoee'healing springs f 
Which not more help, than that destruction brings.^ 

The quantity of water, usually drank in 
thi3 age, certainly, deserves our notice ; it 
is, ^ideed, so truly amazing and incredible, 
that I. could, not venture to mention it on 
any traditional reports: hut, as Doctor 
Rowzee, who lived at that time, and wa9 
himself sin eye-lf itness of the feet, has given 
a detail in a book* which he wrote and 
published on the spot, it cannot very well 
be dispvited — take it, then, in -his own 
words :— 

^' Now for tj^e whole'quantity of water 
to be taken in a morning, you shall see some 
that rise very high, even to three hundred t 

♦ Entitled "The Queen's Wells, &c. by Lodowick., 
Bowzee, M. D." Licenced in 1637, but not pubiisb> 
«dtill 1671. 

t Eighteen pints, three gilli. 

B . 
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ounces, according to Nes^m^'s years ; yea^. 
and Sonne a greater quantity. And it is a 
thing^that will make the very women there 
filling their glasses to laugh, to see some 
patients sent thither by ignorant physicians, 
and appointed to take ten or twelve ounces 
of water, and arise, perhaps, to twenty or 
thirty * ounces. But this may be a rule for 
a body of competent years and strength, to 
begin at thirty |(, forty, or fifty ounces, and 
to arise by degrees, increasing their quan^ 
tity every diiy to an hundred %, an hundred 
and fifty, or two hundred ounces, more or 
less, as they shall be able ; and so again to 
decline and decrease by degrees, ending 
where they began.^' 

The trouble and confusion in which the 
whole kingdom was involved, during the 
ten fi>llowing years, sufficiently accounts 
for the total neglect of any improvements 
in this pla<^, throughout the whole of that 
bloody period ; but when the nation became 
a little settled, and began to taste the sweets 

• * About one pint three quarters. 

I From almost two plats to something^ more tbaa 
three pints. 

^ From six pints and a half» to tweWe pints anjd a 
quarter. 
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%t returning peace, we find Tunbridge*- 
Welk as oioch in vogiie as before. 

In a short time after- this, they had an 
assembly-room, a bowling-green, and other 
places appropriated to piri>Iic diversionGr at 
Rusthall ; and at Southborough, too, they 
had a bowling-green, a coffee-house, and 
a great number of good houses for lodgings. 
But, notwithstanding these improvements, 
the place still continued in an infant state. 
Its advantages were certainly much in- 
creased ; but many tilings were wanting to 
make it convenient either to the company 
GT the inhabitants^ and many more to conw 
plete it for a place of public entertainment. 
The houses were too far distant from the 
springs, and in bad weather the water 
was useless, because there was no place 
of shelter to screen the drinkers from its 
violence, while practising their necessary 
exercise. In this situation of things, if a 
sudden shower happened to fall in. the 
hours of attendance upon the well, it is 
easy to imagine the ^urry and confusion it 
must occasion amongst the company ex- 
posed to it. 

The poor tradesmen, too, had their full 
share of these distresses, and frequently 
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must have had their goods greatly damaged^ 
when accidents of thV kind were not timely 
foreseen, and effectually guarded against-^ 
but now we turn to better times. 
. In the year 1664, the old rails placed 
round the Wells, by Lord Abergavenny^ 
were displaced, and a strong stone wall^ 
built round them, instead of this wooden 
one. This work was executed at the ex«^ 
pense of Lord Muskerry, son to the. second 
Earl of Clancarty, a brave young nobIe**< 
man, who lost his life, the year after, 
fighting against the Dutch in Southwold- 
bay ^. He was then lord of the manor, and 

* This naval engSLgemeaU *o glorious to the 
English nation, wb» fought on the 3d of June, 1665. 
The English fleet, coHsistiug of 114 ships, and 82000 
inen, was commanded hj the Duke of York, Prince 
Bupert, and the £arl of Sandwich $ and the Dutch, 
of nearly equal force, by the brave and experienced 
Adnoiraf Ohdam. At first things went very etjually 
on both sides;' but, about noon. Lord Sandwich by 
an excellent maufleuvre, fell into the centre of the 
adverse fleet, and, dividing them, began that con- 
fusion which soon ended in their total defeat. ' The 
Dutch lost on this occasion at least 30 ships, and 
6000 men : whereas the English, according to the 
best accounts, tost only 1 s^p and about 500 men, 

• The Duke of York behaved with remarkable 
bravery during the whole action. He continued 
some hours in the thickest of the flre, and had sever- 
al persons of distinction killed on board his own ship, 
particularly Lord f aimouth, the King's unworthy 
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Sis arnuf were placed in. the arch of the 
gateway leading to the springs. This 
young noUeman renewed the stone paye* 
ment within the wall, placed a handsome 
basin over the main spring, tot th^ better 
reception of the water, and taised a con* 
venient hall to shelter the dippers firom 
the weather in the hours of attendance upon, 
the company ; from which there Was also 
a projection to preserve the Well from any 
mixture with rain water. 

favourite ; tlje boooorable Bfr. Boyle» ybungett ioa 
to the Earl of Burlington, and Lord Mnskerry, ** a 
young noUemaii" says Chnrefidtta * ** of extraordi- 
nary, coarage and eipectation^ who bad been colonel 
of a regiment of foot in Flanders, where he had done 
the King, some emiaent service, and had the general 
estimation of an excellent officer.*' These three 
Were all kiUed with one shot, so near to his royal 
higboess, that his hand was woubded with one of 
their scuUs» and he was covered oirer with their blood 
and brains. 

* Vide Clarendon^s Life, p. 216. t and for further 
particubirs of this eminent young nobleman,- who 
appears to have been equally beloved by his sover- 
eign, his toldiers, and his tenants, see Clarendon's 
Hutory^ Vol. ill., pages 168, and 475 to 477. 

f The arms were pulled down in the great law- 
suit between the lord and tenants of the manor» 
which eomtnenced about the year 1726 ; and the 
arch itself was taken down when the Wells were re- 
paired in the year 1743 or 1744. The arms are now 
placed over the door at the back part of the assem^ 
Bly-room on the Walks. 

E 3 
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It is very probable that Lord Muskerrjr 
thus particularly interested himself in adorn^ 
ing the place this season, in compliment to 
hi^ royal mistress Queen Katharine, who 
was sent to Tunbridge- Wells for her re- 
jpOY ery from the effects of a dangerous .fever, 
which, in the preceding winter, had reduced 
her to the verge of the grave. 

Her majesty was very successful in the 
use of the water, which greatly raised its 
reputation, and consequently encouraged 
the inhabitants to second the generous 
efforts of their landlord, and to exert their 
utmost endeavours to render this neglected 
place beautiful and convenient. And, 
probably, they would have made a much 
quicker progress in this design than they 
did, if Lord Musl^erry had been spared a 
few years longer ; for this amiable young 
liobleman was not only perfectly beloved 
by bis tenants, but seemed inclined to carry 
his improvements so &r, as to leave but 
little for his successors to do after him. 
He was, indeed, remarkably fond of the 
place, and, while he lived, gave the greatest 
encouragement to every public work ; yet 
though his death preveiited the farther pro- 
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aecution of his generous intentions, still 
they were not. whoUy without eSeet ; jfor 
his conduct had imqiired such a spirit in the 
uihalMtants, that, from this period, hcNises 
began to rise in the woods, and gardens to 
overspread the forest. In sh<nrt the passion 
for building wniS raised, and prevailed with 
increasing ardour in this country through a 
long series of succeeding years. 

In this sp^ce the assembly-room* was 
brought home from Busthall to Mount- 
Ephraim^ on whicli a bowling-green t wa« 
enclosed, a tavern j: was opened, and many 
todging-houses w^re erected for the use of 
the company ;. but the triumph of this hill 
was short, Mount-Sion § became a formida- 
ble rival, and quickly eclipsed its growing 
splendour ; for when the ball*room, . the 
bowling-green, and lodging-houses arose 

* Thu assembly-room was in the hpuscy now 
called ** Mount-Ephraim House.*' 

• + The bowlmf-green is now a field on the north 
fide of this boose. 

^ This tavern became afterwards a lodging-boase. 
It has recently been purchased by W. Congreve« 
Esq., who makes it his residence. 
' ^ It was ovf ing to the dispute between the lord of 
the manor and the tenants, that this hill was pre- 
ferred to Bishop's-down common. 

MSS. Mathew Beoge, 
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SO near the spring, a less <;oovenient dis- 
tance was generally avoided. 

Thus, in the eourse of a few years, we find 
T.unhridge forsaken; SouthlxMrougli and 
Rusthall raised and ruined; Mount* 
Ephraiin dnx^ng; and Mount-Sion in 
the bloom of post^ity : this last, indeed, 
not only rivalled, but despoiled her pre* 
decessors, and triumphantly trsinsferred 
thdr ornaments to herself; for many hoij^es- 
were brought from Southborou^h, Ru^« 
hall, and Mount-Ephraim, to be rebuilt on 
Mount-Sion ; and some, whole and entire 
as they were, were wheeled* on sledges 
to be fixed in this new seat of pleasure. 

In this period, the place called the *^ Fish- 
ponds" was opened for the amusement of 
the public; andvas it was laid out in a 
pretty rural taste, and every way calculated 
for the entertainment of genteel company, 
while its managers continued carefully to 
maintain decency and decorum in its pre- 
cincts, it was justly esteemed one of the 
principal scenes of diversion at Tunbridg^- 

* A «hop formerly Camfield's* adjoiniog to the 
chapelt wa§ iu this manner brought down from 
Mount-Ephraim, with the baud of music playing ia 
it, and a jovial cgmpaay driukiug success to the 
purchaser. 
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Wells: but, when the vigilance of the. 
managers was dropped, and low company 
admitted, it soon . became disreputable for 
any ,pf the ladies to be seen there. It waa 
afterwards purchased by Sir R. Heron, and 
kept up in nice order : the springs and fish-, 
ponda being preserved^ and as it is within 
a short distance of the house, forms a. 
piecing rural sceneiy* 

In the year 1670, the Duke of York, his 
Dutchess, and , his two daughters, the 
Princesses Mary and Amie, were at 
Tunbridge-WeUis ; and as his royal high- 
ness was remarkably pleased with the 

HIGH ROCKS, 

which he frequently visited, — this occasion- 
ed the building of a small house there, and 
from that time it has been fashionable to 
make entertainments amidst those stu- 
pendous ruins of nature ; which ever has 
been, and ever must be, reckoned amongst 
the principal curiosities of the place. 

These rocks are about a mile and a half 
from the Wells, and consist of a great 
number of rude eminences adjoining to 
•ach other, several of which are above 
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•eventy feet high*. At many places the^ro 
are surprising' clifiB and chasms that lead 
quite through the midst of them by narrow 
gloomy passages; which, together with 
their being situated among ii^oods and 
forest, by the side of a gentle murmering 
stream, makes them afford one of the most 
romantic retired scenes in nature. 

The curious philosophic inquirers who 
love to indulge themselves in conjecture, 
have im'agined that the vale in which these 
rocks are situated, was once the bed of a 
prodigious river; a conjecture which i» 
considerably strengthened by the appearance 
of the whole country in general, and in 
particular is supposed to be almost demon- 
strable from some marks on the rocks them- 
selves, which are said to be evident proofs 
of their having been the habitation of a 
particular species of fish. 

When this river existed, if ever it did 
exist, none will venture to hazard even a 
conjecture ; but all are united in opinion 
that it must be lost by some violent con« 
cussion of nature: and, that the country 
has greatly suffered by an earthquake, in 

* The main height of these rocks is aboat 40 feel* 
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ibtne former period, appears to be highly 
probable from the wonderful manner ia 
which many of the rocks are thrown over 
each other, as well as frohi the cliffs and 
chasms already mentioned ; but after all it 
is hard to say, whether this whole phaeno- 
menon might not be produced by that 
general flood which .changed the face of 
nature all over the world. 

HARRISON'S ROCKS, 

(Aitodier curious range of rocks, more 
extensive, indeed, than the former, and 
wildly romantic) are so called, being on ai^ 
estate lately belonging to a gentleman of 
that name, whose benign acts on all occa- 
sions were so well known, that little need 
be said in the present instance^ to express 
how much it appeared to be his wish, by 
the many little conveniences he formed 
near the spot, to render the cdmpany re- 
sorting thereto not only an agreeable sur- 
prise, but every suitable accommodation. 

The distance from the Wells is about 
three miles and a hal^ on the road leading 
to Brighton. 

But to return to our narrative : on the 
forest, a short distance beyond the Higli 
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Rocks, a spring of water was discovered 
Ivhich wais railed in and called 

^^ ADAM'S WELL," 

which is a pure, limped spring of a most 
soft pleasant drinking water^, issuing from 
a very high hill, in a small farm, in the 
parish of Speldhurst, in Kent, in a most 
solitary and romantic spot ; two miles and 
ft half from Tunbridge- Wells, in the same 
parish ; one mile from the turnpike road 
leading from Tunbridge- Wells to Brighton ; 
a little more than half a mile from the be- 
fore-mentioned high rocks; and •ne mile 
and a half from the village and ancient 
mansion house called ^^Grooihbridge 
Place/' 

At what period thespe waters and their 
virtues were first discovered cannot be 
jpossitively ascertailied ; but the very oldest 
inhabitants in the neighbourhood declare, 
that they have heard their great great grand 

* Those ingenious practitioners in physic, the 
celebtatcd Doctors Pellet, Shaw, Lainont, 1B^anch- 
«rd, &c., always reeomtliended it as fine drinking 
water, and made use of it themseWes for that pur- 
pose ; the last of whom has been often heard to 
fleciare to Mr Sprange, Bookseller, &c., in bis Shop, 
, V that there was no better drinking water ia t^ 
l9eighboiirhood«" 
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fiarents speak of them in the game light 
that tliey are now esteemed. But when it 
ifi considered, that till within these thirty 
years they were inaccessible to carriages or 
hor^emen^ and could only be visited by 
those who could on foot clamber over hills, 
hedges, and ditches, the want of the know*' 
ledge of their original will not be wondered 
at : but this may be depended on, that the 
vulgar ojnnion of their salubrious qualities 
•are much more ancient* than the discovery 
of the Tunbridge- Wells' water. 

The cause of its present improvement, 
and the easy access how made to it, arose 
from the following singular circumstance : 
—A Mr. G. Foster, an eminent and well- 
known attorney fix)m Yorkshire, and conse- 
quently a great lover of dogs and horses, 
who ha4 resided at Tunbridge- Wells up- 
wards of thirty years, about the year 17659 
from the experience he had repeatedly 

* A proof of iti antiquity > aad the esteem it must 
haTe beea formerly held in, is» that the whole Jiad 
been fenced round » to prevent any one'» coming at 
it, part of which fence if remembered to have been 
standing only sixty years ago : and on Mr. Pinch- 
beck's digging up mto the rock to enlarge the bath* 
part of an old stone arch was found, full twelve feet 
from the pool or pond that raauAii^ tvhai ISD 
|»«aght the estate. 

V 
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found of its curing the most inveterate 
mange in those animals, the itch, and other 
scorbutic disojcdera in the human species ; 
repeatedly urged Mr, Pipchb^ck to the 
purphase of it, that at last, .bj his .persua- 
sipns, h.e was inclined, so to dp. Bl^t, just 
i^bout that time, the celebrated Dr* Unden 
coming to Tunbi;idge- Wells,, .aqd the water 
being analised bj him on the spot,;and in 
Ij^ondon by the ingenious, .Pr. J, Bevis, 
Latin Secretary/ , to :the Royal, Soeietyy and 
they both declaring, that "they never had 
met^with so pure, a water,, as, in all their 
ojperations, they cpiUd not find ^hat it .was 
impregnated with any .mineral, # saline, 
nitrous, earthy, matter pf, sediment what- 
ever, being what the ancicfits called^ holy 
water*," On this repoi I Mr. Pinchbeck 

♦ Dr. BeTis, in his letter to Mr. PindibecfL oa 
these waters, writes as follows : ' ■ 

Sir, 
If fine and pure water be 'esteemed a whole- 
some beverage, wnicb, it is presumed, .no me<fical 
gentlemen win deny ; I then (waving every consider- 
ation of its medicina virtues') do affirm, that it is 
one of the most pure waters I ever analised'. 

[Signed] -. '• ;. / 

Sept. 6, 17 69, yoHV Bsvfs. * 

gi^r Several other physical and chemical gentlemea 
who have analised this water, make the same report 
of its purity. 
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gave lip all tIioug:hts of the porchase, from 
an opinion', that, as it' had no medicinal 
matter' imbibed' in it, it could' Be of no 
service in curirtg the disorders ascribed to 
it, but was only a fine drinking water. 

But, a year or two after, falling acciden- 
tally into a company, among which was a 
foreign physician, and discoursing about 
this and other medicinal waters, and Mr. 
Pinchbeck mentioning his reasons for 
objecting to those of Adam's Well, the 
Doctor said in French, " Monsieur^ vous^ 
vous trompez c'est cette puritS qui est sa merite, 
€t qui -cause, ses bonnes effets:^^ i. e. Sir, you 
deceive yourself, — it is this purity which is 
its merit, and the cause of its salutfiry 
effects; and that once, in his travels 
through an obscure part of Germany, he 
had analised such a water, to which the, 
poor inhabitants in the neighbourhood, for 
some leagues round, ascribed the s^me 
virtues as those of Adam's Well are 
reported to have*. . . 

♦ A cooviaciag proof of it^ preat purity is, tfaaf 
Mr- Pinchbeck, met Ttrith some of the wat^r in o^ 
wickered boftles, which' had been bottled at Iea«t 
ten year«, when be wag first in treaty ifor. the estate, " 
that, on shaking, it had not the least sed;ment or 
foulness,- and was 'as sweet and cfe^r as when first 
bottled. What a valuable water this must bie in a 
Jong To)rage! , f 9 
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On this, in the winter of 1768, Mr. 
Pinchbeck first made a purchase of the 
lan^ ; erected a cottage ; built a commo- 
dious stone bath ; dug an outside bath Sar 
the benefit of the poor, and for dogs and 
horses ; and declared the bath waters firee 
for the use of the public ; and produced no 
other advantage to himself, but inducing 
more company to visit Tunbridge-Wdls^ 
and selling the water th^re and in LoHdcm* 

The annual increase of company resort- 
ing to the Wells, encouraged the Lord of 
the Manor about this time to think of 
improving his estate, by ereeting shops and 
houses «on and near the walks ; he therefore 
entered into an agreement with his tenants, 
and hired the herbage of the manor on a 
fifty -years' lease, at ten shillings per annum 
each tenant, and then began to build upon 
the green bank, and in every convenient 
situation near the springs. 

A^d as Tunbridge-Wells was now 
become a populous and flourishing village, 
both with respect to its settled inhabitants, 
and the company that annually resorted to 
it for health or pleasure, the piety of our 
ancestors made them think it necessary to 
build a house to the honour of God, lest 
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the distance from every church, together 
with the various amusements,' and continu- 
al dissipations of a public place, should 
entirely suspend the attention Sue to . 
religious duties. . 

For t1iis purpose a subscription* was 
opened in the year 1676, to raise a fund 
for building a chapel ; which subscription 
was continued, without intermission, tilji 
1684, when it amounted to the sum of . 
1385/. This was judged . sufScient to 
defray the expenses of the work, and bl^ . 
chapel + was accordingly built on ground, 
given for that purpose hy t-<ady Purbeck^ . 
of Somerhill. This chapel was sopn found 
by experience to be too small for the cpm^-* 
pany, and^ therefore it was,, afterwards, 
enlarged^ and beautified, by a secpnd, sub^ . 
scription, began in the^ year^ ^??§>.. ^J^^ 
closed in 1696, the sum of which amounted 
to 900/. ,, . t ...r - 

• There are two tables of tJie names of these 
•oiteribert Ifi Hub vestirf f oom ofthe^hapel, ik cop y ' 
of which the, author w^a^9idvise(4,;by 9^"^ g^ntlemea . 
lo insert ; hut finding, upon iuquiry« that the numbei* 
Af naines'ailiewited to <96ao, tie w»r foEirfi;! of 
twelling the Jl>ooK too n^uch* ^ 

f This cbapeL Js dedicated to King^Chafles Jjie 
martyr! Vide Willis's Survey, voE^Ul. Ap^, p. 18. 
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In this chapel divine service is performed 
every day during the summer season, and 
three times a week in the winter ; and the 
clergyman has 'no other endowment than 
what arises by the voluntary subscription 
of the company that frequent the place, 
and the inhabitants who subscribe for the 
winter's duty. • This subscription^ at a 
medium, amounts to about 900/. per 
annum. 

Adjoining to the chapel is a charity 
school, for fifty or more boys and girls, 
who are there instructed in the useful, not 
to say necessary, articles of reading, writing, 
and common arithmetic, by the clerk for the 
time being. This school is sijqpported by 
a contribution collected at the chapel doors, 
at two different times, in the season, when 
a charity sermon is preached each time on 
the occasion. 

From this SGhool,v every other year, one 
boy is clothed and apprenticed to some sea- 
fiiring trade, by the bene&ction of William 
Strong, Esq., who, by his last wiU, dated 
August, 17139 gave the annual rents of two 
little farms to this school, and the great 
school at Tunbridge, thus every year, 
alternate]^, to clothe and apprentice one 



d by Google 



^' 



GUIDE. ^ 



scholar* It is also Aurther ordered by the 
will^ that the surplus, if at any time any 
remains, shall be lent upon good sejcurity, 
to either of the boys for five years without 
interest. — Mrs. Mary Coulter, by will, 
dated May, 1775, left 100/. in charity to 
the said school ; and Mr. George Weller, 
by will, dated August 5, 17.85, bequeathed 
the further sum of 100/. Also Mrs. E. 
Wogan, in the year 1788, left the sum of 
9001. 

In 1687, a fire broke out in the house, 
now called ihe " Flat-house," at the bottom 
of the Walk, by which the life of One poor 
child was lost, and all the shops, and other 
buildings, so lately erected on the green 
bank, were entirely consumed. But thi6 
accident, however terrible in itself^ was 
upon the whole, not unserviceable to the 
'place, because, like ancient Rome*, if 
small things may be compared with the 
greatest, it rose more glorious firom its 

* Rome, properly fpeakini^, wai mt firat but -a 
forry Villaee» whereof even the prmcipal inhmbitantt 
followed their own ploaght ; and, until it was rebuilt 
after the burning of it by the Gaub, did not deierTe 
the name of a city. Such were the beginning of the 
•apital of the world I 

Hooke'f Rom. EitU toI. I.» p. n.. 
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lishes, tlie buildings beiiig afterwards more 
tegularfy planttedj and beftter contrivetf, 
both for thife coriv^niettce of the inhabitants* 
and the omanicnt' of the walks ; upon 
whichj . since this accident; att a^sembly^ * 
room, coflfee-hoiise*, shops, and dwelling- 
hoiises have been erected in one continued 
line, and a fconvehient portico placed in 
front, and carried on from the upper end 
of the parade, quite to the bottom ; a few 
steps from which is the spring. The length 
of the Walk, from the upper end to the 
steps going off at the bottom, leading to the 
faring, is a hundred and feeventy-five yardfel 
In the ever memorable year i68&, ' 
Princess Anne of DenmArk was at 'I'tth- 
bridge^Welis, and sent h<^r gentleman 
waiter. Colonel Sands,- from thence to ill* 
i^uire after th* health of the Aew-borA 
Supposed Prince of Wales ; at which visit 
of tbe cololi^rs #0Aie remarkaU^e circum^ 
stances^ are^said to have happened, whicli^ 
if the story maj be depended upon, must 
greatly strengthen the opinion that this 
pretended prince was ah imposition on th^ 
British nattoti, 

• Tittdal'li RapiD, ToL 11*, (• 767. 
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This Princess several seasons suceessive^ 
ly honoured the place with her presence, 
and was a great benefactress to it. She 
gave the basin to the spring called the 
^ Queen's-Well," which has since been 
corroded and rendered useless, and a new 
one replaced by Mrs. Shorey, the present 
Lady of the Manor. 

In 1698, her Royal Highness brought 
Iier son the young Duke of Glocester, with 
lier to the Wells, and was made sensible 
erf the utility of paving the Walks, by a 
fidl which he got, in his pky with other 
children, just after some rain had increased 
the natural slipperiness of the soil sur- 
rounding the springs : and, at her going 
away, she left money for this purpose in 
the hands of one of the piincipal inhabit 
tants, with an injunction to get the work 
completed against the ensuing summer; 
but he, vainly flattering himself the Princess 
would visit the place no moire, knavishly 
delayed the work so long, that her Royalt 
Highness returned to the Wells before any 
progress was made in it. This neglect 
very much disgusted the Princess, who 
thereupon instantly quitted the place, and 
never more ddgned to enter it again ; but^ 
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before she went, she tooJi eiectual metfiodB 
to have the paveoaent carried on ii^th pro* 
per diligence, by deputing a superinten- 
dant,. who nev^ suffered the work to.be. 
intermitted till it was entirely finished. 

Oh the^accession of this Princess to the 
throne of Great-Brit^iin, the inhabitanits of 
Tunbridge- Wells, desirouis of traBsmitting^ 
to posterity some testimony of the sense 
they retaiaed of the many &Tours eonfernedl 
i4K>n them % ^ her Majesty, . planted ihm 
Queen's-GrQve, on the commCMi, . for a 
growing monument of gi;atitude. to theur 
foyal and generous bene&ctress* . ^ 

In 1708, the Cold-bath at Rus^hall waft: 
built by Mr. Jasies Long, at a veiy eoA«-s 
Siderable expense. This bath is esteemod; 
equal ip any in the kingdom, . being most 
plentifully supplied with the finest rock 
water from the neighbouring hills. The 
bath was 'at first adorned with amusing, 
water- works, and had a hambome and eoa*' 
yenient house over it, in every ' room of 
which was something carious, calculated 
to divert and surprise the coiufiany. The 
ground and gardens belonging ' to..the bath 
were elegantly bid out, and embeUiriied 
with f^uatains,. and', other - &tAsasmnk& um^ 
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tftble to the place : in short, the whole was 
nofit completely disposed for a gcene of 
amiiftetHeiit. ' But all this is now gone to 
decay tfaroug^h the want of mana^enienty 
and ' the* neglect of the proprietor*, who 
hkve suflfered the house to fell, and the 
gaird^is to lie waste and wild ; but' the bath 
itself is well preserved; and lately a plain 
uhoraamented building has been raised 
over it, which, though it retains none of 
the beauties of the former elegant structure^ 
is, perhaps, full as usefu} as the old one. 

About the year 1726, the liord of the 
Manor's building lease expired,, aiid a« 
the tenants justly imagined they had a right 
to^SMoe compensation for the loss of the 
herbage that was covered- by his houses, 
tbey claimed a share in the buildings. This 
occasioned a tedious ' lawsuit between 
the' l6rd and his tenants, which, after a 
prodigH>us expense^ was finallydeterrained 
in'&voiir of the latter, .who were adjudged 
to teive a just clainl to athird part of the 
buiMings, then erected on the estate, for 
tliie rights of lierbage : whereupon all the 
shops and houses on this estate were divided 
ittto three equal lots, of which j the tenai^s 
•were ta dmw one, and the olber two wers 
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to remain with the lord ; and, luckily for 
the tenants, they happened to draw die 
middle lot, which included the assembly- 
room on the walk, and has turned out the 
best of the three. After this, the landlord 
and tenants entered into a long agreem^it, 
to restrain and prevent the increase of 
buildings on the manor, which was con- 
firmed and eistablished by an act of parlia- 
ment, that passed the royal assent' on the 
29th of April, 1740. 

His Koyal Highness Frederick, the late^ 
Prince of Wales, and her Royal Highness 
his consort, were at Tunbridge- Wells in 
1739. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess Amelia 
has frequently honoured the place with her 
presence, and particularly was there in 
1762, when his Royal Highness William 
Duke of Cumberland was also there. 

Their Royal Highitessesi^i the Diikes of 
York and Glocester, were at Tunbrid^- 
Wells about the middle of September 
1765. On their arrival, they were welcom- 
ed by a triple discharge of eighteen pieces 
of cannon ; and, in the evening^ the walks 
Vere most splendidly illuminated, upon 
which occasions they always jnabe a nmg^ 
nifieent appearance. 
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Their Royal Hig^hnesses continued there 
two niglits; viewed the High Rocks and 
other beautiful environs o the Wells; 
entered with that noble afFabiiity so peculi- 
ar to their illustrious &roily, into all the 
amusements of the place; and, notwith- 
standing the season's being so far declined, 
seemed at their departure to be much 
pleased with their expedition, and the loyal 
reception they met with. 

On the summer, or rather in the autumn 
of the year 1793, her Royal Highness the 
Princess Sophia, whose declining health 
had. created much alarm in the breasts of 
her Royal Parents, was strongly recom- 
mended by the physicians to try the 
eflScacy of the Tunbridge- Wells' waters : 
she accordingly honoured this place with a 
visit, residing at Mount-Pleasant ; and a 
clearer proof of the wonderful effects of the 
water, was never more evinced, than in the 
rapid recovery of the Royal Personage, 
who, from the lowest degree of relaxation 
and weakness, on her first arrival, was 
restored to perfect health and strength, in 
the course of six weeks, which gave much 
slurprise and happiness on her return. 
G 
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On the summer following^, her Rofal 
Highness the Dutchess of Cumberland, ex-* 
perienced a perfect recovery of heakh from 
the waters here, iVhi«b induced her to con- 
tinue throughout the seasoi^. The house 
in which her Royal Highness took up her 
abode, was a new-erected mansion, to which 
the name.of " Vale-Royal" was in conse- 
quence given. 

The next year, other royal visitors — ^the 
Duke and Dutchess of York; also the 
Stadtholder and family paid a long visit at 
the place, and resided at Mount-Pleasant. 

This place itself is now in a very flourish- 
ing state, with a number of good houses for 
lodgings, and all necessiiry accommoda- 
tions for company : its customs are settled ; 
its pleasures regulated ; its markets and all 
other conveniencies fixed ; and the whole, 
very properly adapted to the nature of a 
place, which is at once designed to give 
bealtb and pleasure to all its visitaate. 
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OF TUE 

AIR OF TUNBRIDGE-WELLS. 



Some luccwnt of ttealr of lViiil>ridg«w 
Wells wifl certainly be esteemed necessary 
to render this work tolerably complete, 
becaode, as a public place resorted to by 
invalids for the recoveiy and re-establish- 
ment of heakh, nothing can be of greater 
inipQirtanee than a knowledge thereof. 

Air ' is undoubtedly such a necessary 
instrument of life$ that, without it, we 
cannot subsist for more than a few moments ; 
and it is rery obvious to every reflecting 
mind, that, where it is impregnated with 
undue mixtures, it must, of course, product 
or aggravate diseases: from whence it 
follows that it is a duty highly incumbent 
on all who study the preservation of that 
healjkh Ihey now enjoy, and still more so 
G 2 
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upon those who would recover that which 
is lost, to make choice of such a situation 
as aflbrds the freest and most equable air, 
where it. is least impregnated with the 
noxious effluvia of subten'aneous exhala- 
tions, or loaded with the vapours continu- 
ally arising from a humid soil : and where, 
on the other hand, it is not so dry and attract 
tive as too far to imbibe the attenuating 
lymph exhaled from the blood ; but rather, 
where the nature of the soil, the happj 
situation of the place, and the surer test of 
experience, all unitedly evidence its 
wholesomeness. 

In all these respects, impartially speak- 
ing, the air of Tunbridge-WeUs most cer- 
tainly excels. The country is not so low and 
moist as to be subject to thick fogs, or any 
marks of a vaporous air; neither is it 
raised to such an exalted height as to have 
its atmosphere too much rarified, or be too 
much exposed to the bleak northern or 
eastern winds ; from the latter -especially 
it is well defended by a long range of high 
hills. The soil of the country, in general, 
is tolerably fruitful, and even the roost 
barren parts of it are easily cultivated, 
which evidences that the (lir, though 
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Aatarany dry, ig tiot'too sharp and rigid 
for the faumati constitution; and the mul- 
titude of sweet herbs, as trild thyme, &c., 
with which the whole country is overspread, 
affords a solid proof of its sweetness and 
purity. 

On the little hills of Mount-Ephraim 
and Mount-Sion, it is remarkable that a 
g^entle fragrant breeze unceasingly prevails, 
through all the summer months; which, in 
the hottest weather, generally keeps them 
mild dnd temperate. And it is acknow- 
ledged by every* author who has occasion- 
ally mentioned the place, as well as by 
those who have professedly wrote on the 
subject, that this air is extremely benign, 
pure, and wholesome. 

In all probability the air of Tunbridge- 
Wells has the additional advantage of 
being in some degree, impregnated with 
the effluvia of those beautiful ingredients 
trith i^hich the water so eminently 
abounds ; and, if this is the case, it liiust, 
of course, not only render the frttit, th6 
herbs, and the other aliments of the coun- 
try more wholesome, but also by this means, 
as well as by the suction of the lungs, and 

G 3 



d by Google 



54 TUXBBIDGfi-WELLs' 

re^Iar drinking, convey the salutary 
properties of the water into the minutest 
vessels of the body. 

But, be this as it wiU, it is a certain feet, 
attested by continually repeated experi- 
ence, that aged people, and all persons of a 
relaxed and enfeebled constitution do, 
almost immediately upon coming into this 
country, perceive the happy effects of its 
air, by an invigoration of their bodily 
powers, and an additional sprightliness of 
mind, enabling them to communicate, and 
receive every social pleasure with an unu- 
sual satis&ction, never known in the dense 
fuliginous air of London, or in the loaded 
atmosphere of damp and vaporous situati- 
ons. And this is such a convincing testi- 
mony of the beneficial nature of the air of 
Tunbridge- Wells, as cannot feil of very 
strongly recommending it to those unhappy 
valetudinarians, whose relaxed fibres loud- 
ly call for its assisting influence to renew 
their original elasticity, and to brace them 
up for future action. 
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Op the medicinal WATERS 

At Tunbridge-Wells. 



JL HE next thin§ that naturally presents 
itself to our observation is the water, to 
which the country we are treating of 
owes all its distinction. 

The whole neighbourhood of Tunbridge-* 
Wells abounds with springs of mineral 
water; but, as the properties of all are 
nearly the same, only these two^ which, at 
their first discovery, were adjudged the 
best, are held in any particular estimation. 

These two wells were, at that time, en- 
closed with a handsome triangular stone 
wall; and, within it, a well-paved area, 
into which you descended by a few steps 
through a handsome gateway. Over the 
springs were placed two convenient basins*, 

* One of the«e buias was given by Queeii Anoe^ 
•ad the other b j the Lord of && Manor. 
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one of Portlaif d stone, th^ other of marble. 
But, within a few years past, the Lady of 
the Manor has, at a great expense, erected 
an elegant stone building on the spot, 
wherein are constructed different Baths, 
which have proved much to the benefit and 
comfort of those who have had occasion to 
make use of them. 

The water itself at the spring is extreme- 
ly clear and bright, without any sorf of 
colour: its taste is pleasingly steely ; it has 
hardly any perceptible smell, though some- 
times in a dense air, its ferruginous exha- 
lations are very distinguishable ; and, in 
point of heat, it is invariably temperate, let 
the atmosphere be in whatever state, it 
will ; for this is one of those springs which 
lie so deep in the bowels of the earth, that 
it can neither be effected by the scorching 
sun-beams of the summer, nor the severest 
frosts of the winter. 

When it is first, taken up in a large 
glass, its particles continue at rest, till it is ^ 
warmed to nearly the heat of the atmos-^ 
phere, then a few airy globules begin to 
separate themselves and adhere to the 
sides of the vessel ; and, in a few hoars 
more, alight coppef'^colouredscum begins 



d by Google 



GUIDE; 57 

to swim on the surface ; after which, an 
ochreaus sediment settles at the bottom^ 
The scum of this water is really an object 
of curiosity, when detached from the water 
itself, which is easily done by introducing a 
piece of writing paper under it; the paper, 
when d|y, appears to be gilt ; and, when 
examined through a microscope, resembles 
a piece of rich embroidery, ornamented 
with studs of gold. 

liong continued rains sometimes give the 
water a milky appearance, but do not 
otherwise sensibly eiFect it. 

From the experiments of different physi* 
cians, it appears that the component parts 
of this water are steely particles, marine 
salts, an oily matter, an ochreous substance, 
simple water, and a volatile vitriotic spirit, 
too subtile for any chymical analysis. In 
weight it is in seven ounces and a quarter, 
four grains lighter than the German Spa, 
and ten grains lighter than common water: 
and it requires five drops of Oleum Sul- 
phuris, or Elixir Vitrioli to a quart of 
water, to preserve its virtue at a distance 
from the spring ; but to drink it in perfec- 
tion, recourse must always be had at tha 
fountain head. 
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The water .is said to be ^n impregnation 
of rain in some of the neighbouring eminen- 
ces, which, in common with most elevi^ed 
situations in these northern parts of the 
globe, providentially abound in iron mineral^ 
and where, by a nice natural chymistry in- 
finitely superior to the utmost efforts of art, 
tiie water is further enriched with the marine 
salts, and all those valuable ingredienta^ 
whereby it is constituted a light pure chm* 
lybeate, which instantly pervades the most 
remote recesses of the human frame; warms 
and invigorates the relaxed constitution;, 
reistores the weakened fibres to their due 
tone and elasticity ; removes eveiy obstruc- 
tion to which the minuter vessels of the body 
are liable; and becomes thereby adapted 
to most cold chronical disorders, lowness 
of spirits, weak digestion, and aervouft 
complaints. 

But, that I may the least mistake, in a 
matter I am not qualified to discuss without 
borrowed light, I must now summon to my 
aid, the most distinguished of those phy^* 
cians who have wrote upon this subject. 

And here I cannot but lament it as a 
public misfortune, that no regular physician 
has , constantly resided in the place tort-. 
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^ister cases ; :and tbal no gentleman of the 
&LCvitjj who has of late years occasionallj 
attended it in the season, has thought him- 
self sufficiently interested in the success of 
the water, to take the trouble of communi- 
eating the Ml result of. his particular ex« 
perience*; ' 

But, notwithstanding this neglect, we 
are not without many authentic testimonies 
of the ei&^cious effects of this water, in 
the cure of numerous diseases incident to 
human nature, in the writings of learned 
physicians^ as well as in the experience of 
multitudes who are annually* benefited 
thereby. 

Doctor Lodowick Rowzee, who many 
years attended the place, has professedly 
wrote '' A treatise upon the nature and 
virtues of Tunbridge- Wells' water;" and, 
from the experience which he acquired in 
his close attend^ce at the Wells, haa 
judiciously pointed out ia great number of 
diseases in which it is extremely ser- 
viceable. 

* If any pbjttciaii thoold hereafler rende on the 
spot, or for many years aiicceMively attend the place* 
it is ta be hoped he will, io a great measure, cemoYe 
the cause of this complaiot, by keeping a history df 
his own practice; i^hich, in lime, perhaps, may be 
of aMeutial service towards forming an experimental 
hisior jf of the nature and propertiet of Tunbhdg«* 
Wells* water. 
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This gentleman most strongly recom^ 
mends Tunbridge- Wells' water as an 
effectual deobstruent, which very success- 
fully open all manner of obstructions how- 
ever stubborn and obstinate they may be ; 
and consequently is of essential service in 
all diseased proceeding from this fruitful 
source, such as tedious agues, the black 
and yellow jaundice, scirrhus of the spleen, 
scurvey, green-sickness, flour albus, and in 
the menses, deficient or redundant ; in the 
first, by opening obstructions ; in the se- 
cond, by ^cooling the blood when too hot 
and fluxile, and by corroborating the organs 
of that excretion when too much weakened. 

He also says, that Tunbridge- Wells' 
water scours and cleanses all the urinary 
passages, and therefore is good against the 
gravel aijd stone in the kidnies, the uriters, 
or the bladder ; particularly in the begin- 
ning attacks of this disorder, before the ear- 
thy parts of the urine are settled and con- 
creted in the slimy humours, which are the 
first fouiidation of this disease : and he fur- 
ther maintains, that, from its astringent and 
healing properties, it is an effectual remedy 
for all inward ulcers, especially for those of 
the liver, the kidnies, and the^ bladder; and 
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in this opinion of mineral steely waters, 
Dr. Rowzee is supported by Scribonius 
LiiHigus, and by Arcliigenes, and in JEtius, 
who have strongly recommended their use 
in the like cases. This doctor also says^ 
they are good in bloody urine, and in dis- 
.solving and washing away a kind of clammy 
phlegmatic excrement, sometimes bred in 
the bladder, which so exactly mimics all 
4he symptoms of the stone as to deceive the 
most experi^ced. 

He also asserts it is good against invete- 
rate dysenteries and all other fluxes of the 
belly, that it extinguishes all inward in- 
flammations and hot distempers, without 
the least hurting the stomach by its cold* 
ness; but, on the contrary, so greatly 
corroborates and strengthens it, that in 
some it provokes too great an appetite. It 
is fdso good, he says, in the cholic, proceed- 
ing from tough tartareous phlegm, in 
vomiting, the hiccup, and in worms ; like- 
wise in the gonorrhoea simplex et venerea, 
in caruncles of the urethra, as being of a 
remarkable drying faculty ; and in paraly- 
tic disorders a tendency to apoplexy, and 
lethargic complaints, as strengthening the 
brain and origin of the nerves ; and from 
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the same cause of remarkable efficac;p 
in hypochondriacal disorders. To this he 
adds, that, in the external use, it helps- 
sore eyes, red pimples and other cutaneous 
infirmities ; ^' And I must not forget,'' says 
the doctor, '' in behalf of the women, that 
there is nothing better against barrenesa, 
and to make them fruitful, if other good 
and fitting means, such as their several 
cases may require^ be duly joined with the 
water." 

. That eminent able physician. Dr. Allen, is 
another who has given public testimony in 
favour of the water of Tunbridge- Wells, 
and particularly enumerated many of the 
cases, in which, in the course of his prac- 
tice, ,he found it an efficacious remedy. I 
, transcribe his account of the medicinal uses 
of this water firom ^^Rutty's Synopsis," 
with only a trifling variation of expression 
in the first article, where his perplexed 
manner has rendered an alteration neces- 
sary. 

Dr. Allen observes— 

" I. It is an effectual remedy in ob« 

structions of the glands of the mesentery, 

wherein, besides the signs of chylous 

excrement and rejection of food an hour 



d by Google 



•r two after eating, the patient has no 
complaint, neither of want of appetite, 
discemiUe fever, nor any other disorder, ' 
until the disease is continued so long as to 
induce a cough, a fever, a want of rest, and 
a loss of flesh. In this case, of which, 
there are not a few instances, Tunbridge- 
Wells' water hath not failed thode who 
have tried it. 

" II. This water hath proved also an 
effectual remedy in recent dropsies, in 
those whose constitution is broken by 
trouble, and in the phlegmatic, whose blood 
wants invigorating. And its effects are Ha 
less considerable in disorders of the sto« 
mach, and particuhtrly exquisite pains, 
especially convulsive ones, in the hypo- 
chondriacal and flatulent cholic. 

'' III. A painful tumour at the pit of 
the stomach, of many years standing, and 
reputed scirrhus, was removed by this 
water. — A fistula of many years standing, 
wa» efieetually cured in six weeks by 
the sole drinking of it* More than, one 
ulceration of the kidnies hath been cured 
thereby. And a gentlewoman, who for 
many years had never escaped an assault 
0f a periodical fever and cough ii^ October^ 
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was ireed tbefefromby drinking this yfaier, 
^' Dr. Slare, continues Rutty, assures us 
this water is an effectual remedy in obsti- 
nate and inveterate diarrhoeas. 

'' Dr. Linden esteems it of the most 
singular efficacy in curing the remains of 
the vaiereal disorder ; in which ease, he 
saysy he has known it of such eminent 
service, that he holds it almost necessary 
for all who hn^er gone thrbugh a 
salivation^ to dose With drinking, the 
chalybeate water; which is sovereignly^ 
good to recover and strengthen the tone of 
the weakened aiid iitjured vessels^ and tc 
extirpate the remains of raeromy tuiking^ 
in the body after the eulre of this dleorder.^^ 
And here it would be an unpardbnabie 
neglect not to mention one virtue in this 
i^ater, which, though more universally itc- 
knowledged tlmn all the others, and most 
incontestibly established on the firm fomlda- 
tion of frequently repeated* experience, h»ft 
too generally beenomitted by the writers 
upon this subject. I mean its prolific quali* 
ties, of which, every season furnishes renew- 
ed and often surprising proofs. It has indeed 
an amazing efficacy in strengthening and 
cleansing the generative organs, and re« 



,y Google 



GUIDE. 65 

moving the complaint of unfiruitfiilness, 
and especially when it proceeds from a 
cold, moist, and relaxed habit of body, too 
weak for the purposes of conception, whe- 
ther it is occasioned by the irregular man- 
ner of living, or derived from the original 
constituticm of the patient. This water has 
been so wonderfiiUy successfiil, in almost 
innumerable cases of this kind, that, if it 
had no other virtue, this alone would b^ 
sufficient to render it famous, and to make 
it invaluable ; but, besides this, it is in the 
highest degree serviceable in all other fe- 
male complaints, and all the disea^ses pointed 
out by the foresighted physicians, when it 
is properly taken and judiciously assisted, 
is a matter of iact so well attested and 
confirmed by such a long series of experi- 
ence, that it will not now admit of the 
least shadow of dispute amongst men of 
candour and judgment. 

To bring this observation home to ouf 
present purpose-^I mean first to speak 
against the abuse of the native chalybeate 
water. It is a mistaken notion and a 
vulgar error, that patients cannot drink too 
much of this water. I have often heard 
men boast of the very large quantity they 
H 3 
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drink of it daily; and of its wonderM 
effects in passing off by the bowels, es- 
pecially by urine. They ighorantly imagine 
that all its virtues depend upon its passing 
off quickly, and by this erroneous conduct 
many persons deprive themselves of the 
benefit they might otherwise receive from 
the waters. A pint of the Tunbridge waters, 
for they are nearly similar, Contains about 
four grains of steel. In my opinion this is 
ft sufficient quantity for the strongest coO"' 
Btitutions, and too large a dose for delicate 
and nervous patients. This doctrine, per- 
haps, is new, but I hope that it is true like- 
wise. 



SOME GENERAL OBSERVATION^ ON THE 
DIET PROPER FOR PATIENTS, AND ON 
THE TIME AND MANNERS OF DRINK- 
ING THE MEDICINAL WATERS OF 
TUNBR1DGB-WEL.L8. 



^W^MEN all those virtues rtentidiied ita 
the preceding chapter are ascribed to 
Tunbridge- Wells' water, we must ftot by 
toy means be understood to stippo&e thdt 
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tiie water alone, witbfout regular manage- 
ment and suitable assistance, is capaUe of 
curing these numerous disorders. No, — bs 
well may you expect to have a house 
built by throwing the materials into a heap, 
as to have a disease moved by an irregular 
and injudicious use of any mineral water 
whatsoever. It is therefore necessary, id 
order to insure all the success that may be 
reasonably expected from an application to 
this noble remedy, that patients should be 
regular in their living and exercises^ and 
well advised as to the manner of preparing 
themselves, the time of drinking, and the 
quantity which they may be able to bear 
without injury to their constitutions. 

As' to living, — temperance in eating, 
drinking, sleep, and exercise, is so obvious- 
ly necessary to every valetudinarian, that 
none can have any room to think of re« 
covering without it- In order therefore to 
give the water fair play, it is proper to use 
moderate exercise, and especially gentle 
riding, during the whole time of drinking 
it ; to be temperate in sleep,, and leave the 
bed tolerably early in the morning; to 
banish care and melancholy irom the mind, 
and encpurage mirth and good humour; to 
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live with regularity on wholesome food ; to 
use good well-baked bread, made of pure 
wheat ; and such kinds of meat as yield 
good nourishment, and are easy of diges- 
tion ; avoiding rich sauces and variety of 
dishes, and eating with some reserve, 
enough to satisfy nature, but not to encou- 
rage gluttony. 

As to the time of drinking the water, it 
is generally supposed, that all chalybeate 
waters are in the highest perfection from 
May to October, and that they are most 
serviceable in warm and dry weather ; but 
it must not be understood, that their vir- 
tues are so absolutely confined to one 
season, as to be useless in others ; on the 
contrary, it is an allowed fact, that in hard 
frosts, the Tunbridge water is stronger 
thai! at any other time, because, then the 
evaporation of the volatile spirit is retarded, 
and the water consequently rendered more 
penetrating and active by its detention, 
fi*om whence arises an increase of efficacy 
in many cases* 

And here it may be proper to observe, 
that it is a great mistake of those writers^ 
who assert, ^ That the water is at such 
time intolerably cold to the throaty mouthy 
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and stomach) so that H must chill the 
drinker before its spirituous parts can come 
into action*." In contradiction to this 
un&ir representation, I refer to what has 
been already said, viz. " That the water 
is invariably temperate, let the atmosphere 
be in whstever state it will ;'* ind as Urn 
is so te flrom' being peculiar to Tunbridge 
watery that it i» the well-known property 
of alinost all perennial spHrings, it is the ' 
Rk>re surprising that any gentleman ac-* 
quainted with the subject should ialt inta 
suck an error. The- water in Ae basin- 
raay indeed be effected with very severe* 
fiK>8t9, and sometimes in extremely hard' 
weather, it has been fi^ozen ; but, on emp* 
tying this away, the fresh water that arises 
will be much warmer tiian* the *externd^ 
atmosphere^ and' maf be drank witili plea- . 
sure at any time ; or, if it should be esteem- 
ed too cold for some stomachs, the evil is* 
easily remedied, by keeping a little hot 
water always at hand to pour into the glass 
just as it is put to the lips, which, if 
managed with tolerable quickness, may be 
done without danger of evaporating the 
mineral spirit, 

* Vide Lucas on Wnteri, 
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It 18 therefore on good ground, that the 
doctors Rowzee and Linden have conjec- 
tured, that this water would be as good 
and efficacious in frosty weather, as in the 
heat of the summer ; and, that if the nobi- 
litj and gentry, who attend the public 
business in town during the winter season^ 
would, In their yacations, visit Tunbridge« 
WeUs, situated as it is at an easy distance, 
and drink the water in clear weather, it is 
l^asonable to conclude it would be the 
means of prolonging many a valuable life, 
and of preserving an uninterrupted state of 
health, by removing those obstructions of 
the minuter vessels, which, a full diet^ 
sedentary life, and much application of the 
mind, in the less pure air of a great and 
populous city, too readily occasion. 

Bat, as the summer is the only season at 
present employed in drinking this water, 
we will return to that happy period ; and 
theii it is said, that the best time of day for 
this purpose is soon in the mornings before 
the sun has reached any great height, or at 
least before it has attained force enough to 
raise the mineral spirit, and so that the 
qui^ntity prescribed may be draiik, and 
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tolerably well digested before break&st. 
Besides the advantages resulting from a 
light stomach) rising in a morning, and the 
early exercise prescribed by this method, 
tend greatly to exhilirate the spirits, and 
thus every way add to the natural efficacy 
of the water. But, useful, and indeed ne- 
cessary, as this method is in most cases, it 
is not without disadvantages to some 
people, and especially on their first coming 
to the place ; for the Tunbridge- Wells' 
water, of itself, causes an unusual sleepiness 
in many persons, which cannot but be 
increased by early hours, in those who 
have usually indulged a contrary habit; 
however, a sparing use of the waters at 
first, a little moderate exercise, and agree- 
able diverting company, will soon remove 
this complaint, without any medicinal 
assistance ; and this is a complaint which 
must be obviated as soon as can be, and 
strenuously resisted by any body who 
expects to receive benefit from the water, 
because sleeping, before the water is pro- 
perly discharged from the blood, .occasions 
headachs, and other disorders, which may 
furnish cause to new msdadies. 
As to the quantity of water to be drank 
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each day, there can be no general rule 
given, but what must be exposed to innu- 
merable objections, because it must be 
suited to evety one's particolar ^ase, and 
probably will require to be increased and 
diminished, according; to the different stages 
and variations of the complaint. It is 
therefore cnecessary that this shonld foe 
ragulsuted by some understanding physician, 
who is well acquainted witlf the nature of 
the water, and the constitution and disorder 
of the patient. 

There certainly is a veiy wi'de difference 
with respect to quantity, between the usage 
•of the present age and of the time when the 
springs were first discovered; but, whe- 
ther this alteration in practice be for the 
advantage of the diseased, or not, it would 
be great presumption in me to pretend to 
determine ; however from some recent and 
remarkable instances that have happened 
to fall under my own observation, I must 
confess I am prejudiced in favour of a 
Tnore copious quantity than now is generally 
drank. But, if in the present practice, too 
little is generally allowed, it is very highly 
probable that our ancestors ran as mucb 
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mt© die coAttery extreme, wheh thfey pre- 
scribed six, and even nine quarts in a 
morning, for a customary do9e. It was 
indeed necesBary to rise ^rly^ and to %vork 
hard to digest go large a q^^ntity of water 
before biieakfast. 

The same that i^ above observed «f the 
qimntity, may a}so he applied to the time 
of ^GOntinttijrc|r to dirkih this water, since it 
is equally ne^i^ffgary that this shdvild be 
determined in ^onfermtty to the different 
<^^ie» of patients by the judgmtsiit of phfsi* 
cians; in some, perhaps; a- few weeks may 
suflice ; isR others, months are not enough^ 
and with some it may be necessaiy td 
attend it year after year to perfects cure. 

Here I cannot refrain from inserting an 
observation, originally made by Dr. Row- 
zee, and adopted by some later writers, viz. 
That it is necessary, in order to prevent 
the bad effects that may arise from prema- 
turely taking or forsaking so powerful and 
active a medicine as these spirituous ferru* 
ginous waters are, to begin cautiously with 
a small quantity, to rise by degrees to the 
proper pitch ; and, having continued there 
as loijig as is judged expedient, then to 
I 
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decline and decrease by the same slow 
degrees, and leave off at the quantity 
begun with. 

By thus drinking the Tunbridge- Wells' 
water, by living temperately, and by enter- 
ing cheerfully into all the amusing plea- 
sures of the place; many, in time past, 
have recovered their healths, and re* 
established their constitutions, who were 
in all ^[^arance hastemng to their graves : 
nnd it is not to be reasonably doubted, but 
that the same methods will, through the 
blessing of Providence, be attended with 
equally happy effects, to the latest pos* 
terity- 
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SOME FUnTIIBR REMARKS AND GENER* 
AL RULES LAID DOWN BT AN ABLE 
PHYSICIAN, IN PRACTICE AT THE 
TIME THIS BOOK WAS PUBLISHED^ 
WHICH, IT IS PRESUMED, WILL BE. 
SEEMED A VALUABLE ACQ:UISITION» 



To Inxdids and others frequenting; 
Tunbridge-Wetts. 

I THINK it my du^, as a well-wislier 
io mankind, to advise eveiy one who is 
teally ill, to consult the person who has 
the care of his health, not only as to what 
should be taken preparatory to the use of 
the waters, but likewise as to the quantity 
proper to be drank, the regimen necessary 
to be pursued while he is drinking the 
walers ; and in many cases^ to be directed 
io some little medicinal aid, which may be 
thrown in at proper intervals, to assist the 
efficacy of the ^aterstbemftelves. Without 
these precautions, half of the patients de- 
prive themselves of the advantages they 
might receive from the use of mineral 
waters. 

I 2 
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I come now to speak of the native ckafy^ 
beate water. — It is a powerful remedy for 
the curative intention -of most chronic com- 
plaints. Its efficacy alone, when properly 
administered, will remove many disorders. 
When aided and assisted by the judgment 
of an able practitioner,' it will oftentimes 
combat the most obstinate and complicated 
diseases. 

The native chalybeate waters are- salu- 
tary in most chronic complaintsc 

Chronic is a term of art, derived from 
the Greek word Chn^nus^ tifpe^ and com- 
prehends every disorder whidb jbas been of 
long standing : it is used in direct oppost- 
tion to acute , eemplaints, such as . ihe 
ggeneral kind of fevers, &e* Acute com* 
plaints necessarily confine patients to.the 
bed, or the sick diamber: and termimAes 
quickly, either 1^ a javoumbk^or an unfe- 
vtHurahle erisiQ. On tbe oontraiy^.patiente^ 
are seldom confined by chronic coaiplaiKts, 
and these are not ooly tedious and trouble^- 
spme, but often fatal in the end. 

The following are justly to be ranged 
under this numerous tribe of chronic com- 
pjaints. 

NerTou9 Difleases of all DeDomiaations. 
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Hypochondriac and Hyiteric Ccmiplatati. 
Olaadolar ObstructioBf ki both Sexisi. 
Aslhiaas, especially those of the Spasmodic Kind. 
Loss of Appetite and lodigestioo. 
N^rroas Head-achs and involuntary Twitchingi* 
Bropsical Complaints of every Denomination* 
Dejection of Spirits and painful Watchings« 
JProfuse Sweats and Hectic Fevers. 
Impurities in the Blood and animal Juices* 
Slolcbes and Scorbutic Eruptions upon the SkjuK 
' AU bilious Complaints without fi Fever* 
Disorders in the urinary Passages* 
Paralytic and Gouty Complaints, dec. &c^ 

Chronic complaints are directly opposite 
to inflanmtatoiy diseases, which require 
evacuations to reduce the quiclfi^ hard, and 
throbbing pulse, and puU down the animal 
strength. In chronic complaints, muscular 
motion is universally oppressed, the pulse 
languid, and the strength of the constitution 
much below par. Therefore, unless acci« 
dental circumstances intervene, bleeding is 
improper, violent cathartics are injurious, 
and all evacuations which tend to reduce 
the strength of the patient must be avoid* 
ed: siich practice is unwarrantable, unskil- 
ful, fatal* Nature, in chronic complaints^ 
requires a spur; and the native chalybeate 
water, when properly adminbtered, is m 
I 3 
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powerful spur indeed « but many uAskilAil 
riders are continually thrown out of the 
course by using it too furiously. 

I trust, that it is unnecessary to use any 
farther argument to prove the absurdity of 
directing chalybeate waters to pass off quiek 
by the bowels, especially by the uriaa»y 
passages*. 

•Before I proceed to rules for drinking 
the waters, although it is the province of 
the physician pnly to consider and to re- 
move the first and riemote causes of chronic 
complaints, I siiall touch slightly upon 
some of them, ^ well k&Qwn to pati^tits 
themselves, with a view to^^iard against 
tbeir pernicious consequences. A want of 
proper air and exercise; irregular hours 
qjid intemperance; the indulgence of irre- 
gular passions ;, and all suich pursuits as 
relax the constitution, and reader the 
nervous system too exquisitely sensiUe. 
For this reason delicate, habits of body are 
continually subj^t to theip,; and they are 
the constant, attendants of- adiranced li&« 
Even disappointments and vexations, fron 
which no mortal is exempt,, by long, coo- 

♦ If my reader be satisfied in this point, he will 
veadily agree with me, that a piat of 'those waters li 
a dose. ' 
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tinutnee, will unfainge the anhnal cBcoiii«: 
omj. DwelliBg iiieessaiitly upon disagree- 
able olgects enervates the mind of mad ;* 
and such is the relative connection betwixt 
the mental and corporeal feculiies, that the 
mind cannot long sustain great aiflictionsi 
without the body being disordered likewise. 
Hence it is evident, that a dejection of 
the spirits alone wiU, in the course of timet 
produce real bodily compiaints ; which 
must be removed belEbre the natural cheer- 
fulness of such patients can return ; and 
they oftentimes prove intolerable burthens. 
What can be more distressing tiian a 
loss of appetite, and a loss of strength, 
accompanied with a total defection of the 
animal spirits ? Nothing siirely ; except 
the daily insult of being told, by their 
mistaken -friends, that they must keep up 
their spirits ; that they must not give way 
to> their complaint, and that they might be 
well if .it was not their own &ult.' Alas I 
their little think or know, what sucb ui|- 
happy beings feel. It would be more 
raAiottal to tell thchn to change their 
bodies'^ being impossible finr them to 
suf^ort their spirits, till^tbe errors in 
their ceBstifeuligy> are i)«K>vtd. Sttch 
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patients are under the influence of « real 
disease. Were it possible for these mis- 
taken friends to change situations^ but for 
a single hour, with those who are pleasant- 
ly, but cruelly, called hippish, a tenderness 
and concern for their misfortunes would 
take place of angfer and rebuke. 

Cluilybeate waters are not intended to 
promote any of the sensible evacuations. 
They are to be received into the habit, to 
correct the impurities of the blood, and 
animal juices ; to remove glandular ob* 
structions; to promote insensible perspira- 
tion ; to brace up relaxed fibres ; and to 
strengthen weak nerves: therefore, an 
immediate benefit can seldom be expected 
from them. Errors of long standing, that 
have taken &st root in the constitution, 
require some time to be eradicated. For 
this reason, such as are really ill should be 
very regular for the first month, in the dai- 
ly use of chalybeate waters. Aft^ that 
period they may relax occasionally ; but 
those pati^its will act wisely 'who continue 
them pretty constantly for some months. 
Such persons as reap an advantage from 
the waters need not be reminded of thisy 
nor of returning to thrai again in th»fi)llow 
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ingseascms; Inclination, if m>t necesisitj) 
will prompt them to visit the reviving 
chalybeate springs. 

We are now come to the most arduous 
part of oar subject, the qnantity proper to 
1)e tak^ of these waters. We have alrea- 
di^^sMitioiied the public ags»ns| too lai^ a 
doae^^* butt* is aot so easy, in aB eases, to 
adjust th^ proper ^antity. In bilioM 
comflt»kM^» aod^here there are enrors in 
the 'fifst passives, that proportion wMl 
oflbnd Ihei '«io»aeb/ occamii the cholic; 
and «ther ii|a^ivenieiiee6, 'wluch ittay be 
taken witii gre«t propriety w4ere no s;liclt 
disorders racist. But as I bave bcrfbre' 
mentioned the neoessity of prepiiring tko- 
stomach and bowels, by , some proper etiae^' 
ualMis, for the reception of chalybeaile 
waters, Hiis inoonvehienee cannot be uMMre 
eSectuafly guarded against * by general 
dar^eti^ns. 

in a word, thenelbipe, «t jdl times^ »nd by 
ail patient^ thk should be the govemin]g« 
ruleof their eonduct-*-never to take so large 
a dose of Ae chalybeate water as to occa«' 
sion a quic^k discharge by urine, or to pro* 
duoe purging 'stools ;< and, indeed never to 
take so ho^ge a quantity as to become -a 
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weight, that may oppress the stomach, 
cau^e flatuleaciea and tremblings, or ren- 
der the head light and uncomfortable^ as if 
in some measure intoxicated. Where the 
constitution is too delicate, and the nervous 
system too exquisitely sensible, surprising 
as it may aj^ar to those who are unae- 
qoainted with these waters, even small 
doses wiU sometimes produce a giddiness; 
especially at the beginiiiiig of the course. 
To descend to particulars, a quarter of a 
pint will be sufficient for weak and delicate 
persons ta begin with ; this quantity may 
be gradually increased, as their own obeer- 
vatioiis direct, sons no sensible evacuations 
aretooqwaeklyprpmoted, or the Inconrea- 
iences before mentioned experienced. But 
half a pint or a Uttle.more, will prove afiiU 
dose for such patients, I woidd recommend 
taking it at two <H* three draughts, waiting 
a quarter of an hour or longer between. 
Persons of stouter stamuia, and whose con- 
aiitutions are not so feeble, may begin with 
a little larger dose, using the same precau* 
tion ; and such patients may, if no obstacle 
arises, take a pint for their full quantity. 

But, as accidental circumstances will in« 
tervene, if any of the inconveniences before 
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redted diaald be experienced, at any one 
period during^ the coarse of chalybeate 
waters, the quantity mnet be immediately 
decreased, till such difficulties be remov- 
ed*. 

It is farther to be remarked, that exer« 
cise should ever be used between the 
draughta of the water ; and that of walkings 
briskly is preferable to all other exercise. It 
wonderfully promotes the efficacy of the 
chalybeate water ; prevents it passing off 
too quickly by urine ; and if a gentle pers- 
piration, not amounting to a sweat, can be 
promoted, it is a sure prognostic of imme** 
diate benefit : that flow of spirits which 
accompanies it, will convince every patient 
of the truth of the observation. 

I am the more particular in enforcing 
this rule, because the general indolence 
which attends chronic complaints^ is too 
apt to induce patients to retire to the 

* I mnit add a friepdly caation, the propriety of 
which speaks for itself, that whenever a costive habit 
of body prerailsf aud ia snch other cases as render 
an opening medicine necessary to be occasionally 
taken^ it will be best administered at bed-time i that 
the operation vomj be over before the waters are 
taken in the morning.— One thing farther may be 
proper to mention, that little or no supper should 
g ^y i ^ betaken* 
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rooms, .aii48kHiotiMile885 the iMMnent tibef 
have taken 'the waters. For Ibeir own 
sakes I hope they will act otherwise*. 

There is another mistake^, and in my 
humble opinion a great one too, although 
it has received the sanction of mem whose 
judgment upon most occasions is not to be 
doubted : I mean, that of taking off the 
chill of the chalybeate water, by adding 
boiling water; it iounediately bectomes 
tui*bid, and m some degree the chalybeate 
is decomposed ; wiuch, iq a great measure, 
destroys the efBcacy of the sprjag^v I rather 
think this advice has been givea hy way of 
indulgence to their pati^its, and contrary 
to their own bette? judgmentB.<--Iti8, how- 
ever, my duty to speak iof the error, and to 
caotion the . readaiss against ;the mialaken 
practice. .« 

* It is much to he wished . tUat some amusemcDt 
could be pointed out, that should invite tbe invalids 
to be continually in motion while they are at the 
Welk,. I^anci^g, in a vaoitfftsU^ ^dtf^te^ m rery 
^rof€t to . answer tW. purpose ; with - somf other 
active pursuits which inight pf>ssibly b# /(MmiiI «al« 
if th6.i;oiij{i9n3(<were . W.pafj aprc^jiMr atlcfltiMUL to 
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DESCniPTION 



TUNBRIDGE -WELLS 



TN ITS PttBSSnr STATE* 



TTUNBRIDGE-WELLS ig skuated on 
the southern side of the county 6f Kent, 
just on the borders of Sussex, and about 
thirty-six miles from London. It is partly 
built in Tunbridge parish, partly in Frant 
parish, and partly in Speldhurst parish 9^ 
^nd consists of four small ViUageSy named; 
Monnt^Ephraim, Mount-Pleasant, Monnt- 
$ion, and the Wells; which, all united' 
together, form a considerable town; whose* 
boundaries are Tunbridge wk the nortb^ 
l4UQ[iberhurst on the east, a large and part«' 
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ly uncultivated forest* on the south, and 
East-Grinstead on the west. 

The Wells, properly so called, is the 
centre of business and pleasure, because 
there the markets, the medicinal water, tbe 
chapel, the assembly-rooms, and the public 
parades are situated^ 

These parades are usually called the 
Upper and the Lower Walk, — the first, 
which was formerly paved with a square 
brick called a pantile, raised about four 
steps above the other, and particularly 
appropriated to the company, had become 
so decayed, as to render a new pavement 
necessary ; accordingly in the spring of the 
year, 1793, a subscription was set on foot 
amangst the inhabitants, and, by a truly 
spirited exertion, a sufficiency jEbr the pur- 

* An extensWe tract of land belon^io^ to the 
Bight Hon. Lord Aber^VeAny, part 6f which is 
voodUnd, which supplies the country every few 
years, with fine oak timber $ and the other part, 
whkh extends to the back of the. lodging-houses, 
near the Walks,, is forest land, some hundred acres 
of which, have within these few years, been brought 
into cuUivation, and every year more of it is feocel 
In for that purpose^ from the great encouragement 
given by tne noble Lord before men tioned,' 'who 
grants long teases of any quantity to those who are 
inclined to such an undertaking, which most of the 
inbabitiuits are giad of the opportunity of embrac* 
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pose was raised^ and the W(M*k finished 
(beiii^ done with Pttrbeck stone) fay the 
commencement of that season, the whole; 
cost of which amounted to 710/. Ids. 4d. 
The second has since been vaised to a level 
with the other, and become equally useful* 

On the right hand of the paved walk, 
in the way from the WeU, is the public 
parade, whereon 16 the assemUy-rooma^ 
the libraries, the cofTee-boiise, the post** 
office, Tunbridge-ware, naiiUinerfty aad 
different kind of toy-shops, &c. A portico 
is extended ihe whole length of theparade, 
supported I^y Tyscan pillars^ for the com* 
pany to' walk under occasionally; on the 
left hand is arow of large flourishing tre^s, 
in the midst of which is <a gallery for the 
music ; the whole forniing a beautiful and 
picturesque promenade. 

In tbi& place are three piincipal Taverns^ 
viz. the Sussex, the Kentish, and the New-. 
Inn and Tavern; which are io^proved oor 
every occasion with a becoming spirit^ by 
the proprietors, insomuch that they are 
remarked for their great conveniencies and 
fl^d accommodations. 

The Sussex-Tavern is situated opposite 
k2 
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the parade and post-office : a whole 6uk of 
aew and handsome apartments^ both tor 
dining: asd bed rooms, have been boilt 
lately, in addition to the tavern, and are 
jj^feasantly situated. 

. The Kentish-Tavern is situated extrone* 
\y convenient cm the road side, on entering 
the j^ace, and near the mineral springs 
whidh house has likewise imd^rgone great 
improvemeats for many years past, and is 
now convenieBtly adapted and properly 
Atted w^ both as.a tavern and an inn. 
,t . ' 

MOUNT-SIGN HILL*, 

-< Is composed chiefly of lodgii^-honsesy 
tio foeautifiilly intermixed with trees and 
groves, that they .cannot fidlof having a 
most pleasing effect: conveying to the 
imagination the idea of a rural romaniic 
retirement, while it affords all the con- 
veniencies of a city. 

This hill, being open to Waterdown 
Forest on the south, and shielded from 

* One of the first houses built on this hill wai ao 
ftle*house, to which the whimsical landlord, whose 
neme wa» Jordon, affixed the sign of «< Mount* 
SioD," from whence the aaioe of the hill is derived. 
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tlie eastern winds by Calvery's Plain, 
always enjoys a pure wholesome idr ; aiid, 
on account of its vicinity to the Wells, tlie 
houses' thereon are often preferred. 

At the top of this hill is an elegant' britk 
house, late the property of Mrs. Wogan, 
and another adjoining it, late the residence 
of Richard Cumberland, Esq*— botfi ara 
-^itnated on the bowling-green', where 
formerly the assembly-rooms stood! 

A very good Presbyterian meeting^^housw 
is situated about the middle; and near 
it is a lai^ grove of fine elms, which is 
frequently- used by invalids and others, 
both for walking or riding, when either the 
rays of the sun are t&o powerful, or the 
weather too precarious, to venture out te 
a greater distance. 

MOUNTPLEASANT^ 

Mpimt-Pleasant gives site to a noble 
modern brick house, built in a genteel 
taste, upon the brow of this delightful hill, 
which commands an extensive prospect of 
the place* The situation of this house is 
extremely happy, the grounds' andgardena 
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belooging to it ,ai)e w^ dSi^pgsed, and just' 
Ij d^serye tbf^ i)av# it h^ ^cqmr»4* Ifis 
Gjr^ce .t)i^ I>t^ke pf Leeds, bonouced it 
with his rfM»i^e^^ f<Kr several geaw^s, apd, 
4|iiri4B thatt^i}»e, firequ^ted the W^, 
and ipiiced wit^ t)»e ^oinpany with sxfch 
^Sfiu^ty a^d condee^easipn, as no^ f^lj to 
engage the reqpect due to his h^h rank, 
b^ tliat muversal esteem wl>ic\i giieatness 
alone capnot comm^aid* ,This was a com- 
pliisieiit pio l^ss justly than elegantly paid 
if^ him in a Ifitin.saphic ode, by the late 
yery ingenious Mr. Qeoi^e Lewisi Yicar 
9f rWesterhfim, in this county, and address- 
fd to his Qrace, on bis aiini^d baU, on the 
Pjrini^ ojF W^es's bprth-d^y) in the year 

mo*. 

Quiique le hetiu lK>ne Dux lequetur. 

Quo Tocas, (Nymphe, JuTcnes, Seneique.) 

£t luhenus luminpf nihil arrogaati 

SoWel Honoret. 

Trgnskded by Sir William Browne^ M. 1>. 

Most gracioUi Duke, glad at your cal1» 
Wait Nymphs and Swains, young, old, and all : 
And greatest hoaours sliall be shewn, 
Bec|ua8 jonr GiaoB Jays clatm to ii^b0. 
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Thepre are two other Jioiisivs Q^ this ImU^: 
Qae jbteioTigiqg. to the Rev. Mr. Gordon ; 
tJ^ other, called ^JLiittleAIount-Pleiisaiit," 
wjif pi^(c|ia8€^ by Lady Peachey, w^ noade 
gK^);.a4^tic^s to it^ which, lather .death, 
iKfcanie the property pf Sir Joha Fagge. < 



MOUNT-EPHRAIM 

Is 9jb(0utbalf a mile from the wat^r, and^ 
^ account of which di^jtance, ha^th lost 
ipQpdi: pf its former regard ; . but^ though it 
19 fig JoQger the principal part of the placQ 
rrrtbougb its a^sembly-rooiQ is lost — its 
bp^ling-green. become ^ common field— 
fpd its taverns turned into private houses 
-T*y€t i:t will ever remain ft respectable fuid 
^lielu} quarter of Tunbridge- Wells. 

TJl^e gouges on this hilL are |dl very good 
bijiiUlings, 9fid have the advantage of beinj^ 
iptounded.witb i^pacious gardep, groves^ 
lOnd pleaaftnt .fields ; ^ apd pf commanding 
^ve^j^ed extensive prospects, on every 
jp[4e ; aad the hill itself ip sitiio^teid in sf^ 
exceeduigfine an f^,'as may well f^omr 
wnsate for aU its disadvfmtag^ Its 
Sstaace firomthe walks, indeed, can scarce* 
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ly be called a disadvantage, sinc^ it makes 
it, perhaps, one of the most delightflil places 
in the world, for those who woidd ming^le 
the solid cliarmd of retir^meiit, with the 
more showy araasements of a public place. 
It is, therefore, hot unreasonable' to con- 
clude, that Mount-Ephraim will never be 
neglected by those who choose to keep an 
equipage in the place, and go to Tun- 
bridge- Wells more for the recovery of 
health than the enjoyment of pleasure. 

Two houses on this hill, called the 
** Castle Houses,'* were lately purchased 
by Mi-s. Johnson, sister of the late Bishop 
of Worcester; the lipper one she greatly 
improved, by adding to the building, fen- 
cing it in with handsome palisades ;— it is 
now the property of W. Congreve, Esq. 
Mrs. Whittaker has also purchased the next 
house to it, which she has likewise greatly 
improved, and built another for a lodging- 
house. Lady Huntingdon has built a 
spacious chapel on this hill ; and. Lord 
Boyne and Sir G. Buggin, have each 
built a capital house here, and become 
residents. 

At the termination of Mount-Ephraim^ 
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andwhidi keds to Ruflthi^ Conmonj m 

BISHOP'S DOWN, 

Where aire several good houses, one in 
particular, which formerly belonged to Sir 
George Kelly, then the Lord of the Manor, 
was afterwards purchased by Martin York^ 
Esq. who made great improvements, an^ 
resided there with his family. ' It is now 
the J)r(^erty of Mrs. YoAe, widow of the 
late Colonel Ybrke, of the Royal Artillery ; 
jBroiQ whose munificence,' as well as firom' 
those families before mentioned, (who, 
flrom purchasing houses, have miade this 
place their residence) the neighbouring; 
poor are ^eatly relieved, and kept in full 
employ; and the tradespeople likewise 
reap a benefit extraordinary during the 
winter season. 

The trade of Tunbridge- Wells is similiur 
to that of the Spa in .Germany, and chiefly 
cpnsists of a variety of toys in wood, such 
as tea-chests, dressing-boxes^ smiff-boia^es, 
punch-ladies, and numerous other litde 
articles of the same kind : of these, great 
quantities are sold to the company in 
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smamer^ andctspiMiallyattk^ileaving the 
place, when it is customary for tliem to 
take Tunbridge^&irings to their friends at 
home. 

This ware takes its. n^me from the place, 
on account of its employing a great number 
of hands, and being made there in a much 
neater manner than any where else iu 
England. The wood principally used for 
this purpose ia.holly, which grows in 
great abundance in the surrounding coun- 
try, and fiivnishes, a prodigious variety of 
the prettiest oroan^ental inlays ths^t can 
be imagined, some of which are so ex* 
cellent in tlieir kind, that it m hard to 
believe they are not assisted by the pencil. 
But besides holjly, they use no small quan- 
tity of cherry-tree, plumb-tree, yew, and 
sycamore : the yew especially is of late 
become fiishionable, and the goods fineered 
with it are certainly excessively pretty, . 

To sum up in a few words what remains 
on this head, it may be' observed in gen- 
eral, that the soil of this village is dry and 
healthful; the water for family use is ex- 
cellent; the air is pui'e and enlivening^; 
all kinds of prpvision are plentiful and 
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reasonable* ; Ae lodging^-hmises are neat- 
ly fitted tqi in the vievr with which they 
were orig^inally built; the iiihftbitants ar€$ 
all civil and obliging in their behaviour, 
nor generally jindeserving the character 
they have obtained + of being hones^t and 
reasonable in their dealings. The sur- 
rounding 'Country, and especially on the 
forest side, abounds with as fine airings as 
any in England; and the distance from 
London being only thirty-six miles, a daily 
post is established, a stage-coach regular- 

* And, amonpt the cett,. ifaat de1i(5ioiis bird, the 
Wheat-ear, is brougrht in great plenty from the 
South- Downs. This little bird, commonly called the 
** English Ortolan," is not bigger than a Lark, but 
is innnitely preferable in the fatness and delicacy of 
lis flesh. The manner of catching them is something 
peculiar : — the shepherds make smalt holes in the 
Downs, covered with a turf about a foot long, and 
half a foot broad, in which they place snares of 
hone-hair, and the birds, being very fearful of rain, 
run into these iK>les, for shelter at the approach of 
every dopd, and. thus are cai]^t in prodigious 
numbers. Tbiey arebrought to the Wells in their 
utmost {»effeetiD« ;- but* as they are in season only 
iru the midst of summer, the heat of the weather, 
and their own fatness, makes them so apt to corrupt, 
tbal the Umdon Poulterers dare not meddle with 
them ; for which reason it is necessary for the epi- 
cure to gd into the country, if he would indulge 
hia uppc^tit^ with one of the greatest dainties in its 
kind. 

\.: ' ' ' ■ ' 

.t.^Iiioden 09^ chalybeate water, .p. l€0* 
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ly arrives eveiy aftarteoon, tlie pnMic 
pa{ier8 awae m twice a day, and mem, of 
business, m any emergency, may get tm 
town in four or five hows withoirt diflfcul- 
ty; and with the same ease, retiffn again 
to their families, and partake of aU the 
pleasures of the country in their utpaofit 
perfection, in a place w*epe town tfn* 
country are so happily bl«ided, as to^fford 
all the advantages of retiremetit, wMiont 
any of the inconveniesioes of solitude. 



THE AMUSEMENTS OP THE COMPANY 
IN THE TIME OF THE SEASON. 



TTuNBRIDGE .WELjLS, in cotomon 
with Bath, owes the present ag^reeable and 
judicious regularity of ita amusements, 
to the skilful assiduity of the "celebrated* 
Mr. Nash, who first taught the p^file of 
fashi<m how to buy their pleasisres, and to 
procure that ease and felicity they sought 
for, withoflt diminishkig the happiiiess of 
others. 
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Before that (kmous arbitrator of pleasure 
arose to plan and improve the amusementi 
of the great, public places, but little es- 
teemed in themselves, were only resorted 
to by invalids, to whom their medicinal 
waters were necessary; and as the man- 
ners of that age were far removed, from 
that easy politeness and refinement of 
behaviour which distinguishes the present, 
the company was generally disunited and 
unsocial, consequently the pleasures to be 
found amongst them were neither elegant 
nor diverting. This was the situation of 
things when Nash made his first appear- 
ance at Bath, since which, public placet 
have arose to a great degree of eminence 
in the fashionable world, and Tunbridge- 
Wells among the rest,^has firom that period, 
become the gehenll rendezvous of gaiety 
and politeness during the summer* 

Here your first business is to go to the 
Well, taste the water, and ^ay the custom* 
ary fee, called a welcome peniiy to tlie 
dippers, and at leaving the place you make 
them a further present, according to the 
time you have drank the waters; you' then 
proceed to the other public places, and 
tJiere subscribe according to your rank or 
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the ntunber in &mily.-^At tbe assembly 
jrooms, separate books are open for Gentle- 
men and ^Ladies, which entitle them to 
privileges of which they will be inibraied ; 
again, at the booksellers the subscription 
is according to the time subscribed^ for 
which you have the use of whatever book 
yoii please to read at your lodgings; and 
here also, is a hock open for the ladies. 
The libraries consist of several thousand 
volumes, of the most entertaining kind; 
and every new publication is added im- 
mediately as published, for the use of 
subscribers ; the newspapers ar4e also tak^ii 
in daily. 

The band <^ music likewii;se, which plays 
three times a day in the orchestra on the 
pubUc Walks, jssu{^prt4^ by subscription, 
for whic^ a bpd^ is open in the great 
rooms ; and, for their performance (at the 
bay$, a f!ii*ther remuneration is paid by 
tbe proprietor of the rooms. 

Thus -ftub^criptioBs ar^e end^d lill the 
clergyman's book is opened, and you may 
Ih^ ^eely f^i^^e i^aU the jwusemfeoit^ 
^f vthe place. 

As Ae^e pl9€e8 depend, for the ^hief fMirt, 
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en the ^bscdption, it is customaiy for 
every one in a familjr to give thoir respec* 
tive names to each. 

The Company usually appear on the 
parade between seven and eight o'clock in 
the morning to drink the water, and prac- 
tice the necessary exercise of walking, 
which is sufficient amusement for an hour 
or two; they then return to their lodgings 
to breakfast; after which, it is fkshionable - 
to attend morning service in the Chapel ; 
to take an airing in coaches or on horse- 
back; to assemble at the billiard table ; to 
pass tbie time in rural walks ; to associate 
in tbe booksellers' shops, there to collect 
the harmless satire, or the panegyric of the 
day ; or else to saunter upon the parade ; 
every one according to his disposition, or 
the humour which happens to be predoail- 
nanL 

"TTien prayers are ended, the company 
jthick^ning upon the Walks, divert them- 
selves with conversations as various as their 
(Ifflerent ranks and circumstances ; so that 
an attentive listener to the several parties, 
would this moment fancy himself at the 
Koyal Exchange, and the next at the 
Is 2 
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Palace; now at an Indian &ctorjr, or an 
American plantation. 

While a great part of the company are 
thus amusing the time on the parade, 
ethers are no less agreeably employed 
at the milliners, the jewellers, toy shops, 
&;c., where little rafflings are carried on 
till the important call of dinner obliges 
the difierent parties to disperse. 

Dinner finished, the band of music again 
ascend the orchestra, and you once more 
behold the company return in crowds to 
the walk; but now the morning dress is laid 
aside, and all appear in full and splendid 
attire, the highest finishings of art and 
expense being added to the prevailing 
power of beauty, the insinuation of polite 
addrlBss, and dignity of rank and talents. 

In these advantageous circumstances, 
the general desire of all is to see and be 
seen, till the hour of tea-drinking, when 
they assemble together as in the morning, 
commonly at the public rooms. 

This over, cards succeed in the great 
rooms, which are supplied with a proper 
number of tables, apd all necessary accom- 
modations, and where the greatest order 
and regularity is observed that can consist 
yriih the liberty of a public place. 
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The public baUs are e verjr Tiiesdfeiy ; and • 
ike card assemblies (at which there is often 
a dance by the younger parties) are 
Thursdays and Saturdays, 



nULES AND REGULATIONS IMnHBLT 
BECOMMENDED BY THE BTASTElt OP 
THE CEREMONIES, TO TITE COMPANY 
RESORTINii} TO TVNBRIBGC-WfiLLS^^ 



I. TlHAT there be *a ball every Tues- 
day ; to begin at nine, and end at twelve.. 
Admission to the balls — Subscribers, Gen*^ 
tlemen and Ladies, Is. Children, half-price. 
Non-Subscribers, Gentlemen, 5s., Ladies^* 
Ss. 6d. — G^itlemenv change their partner»^ 
eveiy two dances. 

II. — Liadies w4io have precedence of 
place, take their places according to theii* 
precedence befiire the dance begins; but 
after then they are to stand up in the dance 
without chioiing it. The custom among 
L & 
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Lttdiei of allowing their acquaidtanee to 
stand up above them is. iDconvenieut and 
iqiproper, and those who do it, will be 
considered as violaters of rule and deco- 
rum, 

III. — The Master of the Ceremonies de- 
sires the company to* come early, that the 
balls may begin at the usual hour of nine. 

.IV. — ^That on Thursday and Saturday 
the Rooms be opened for tea and cards^ — 
Subscribers, Is. — Non-Subscribers, 2s. 

V.—That a band of music be provided 
by the Master of the Ceremonies, and the 
Proprietor of the Rooms, qualified to play 
at the balls, and appointed likewise to play 
in the orchestra, ^hich band is to be paid 
in the following manner, vis. The pro- 
prietor of the public rooms, to pay sixpence 
out of the money received for the ad- 
mission of every person, at the balls; and 
a general subscription of v the company, at 
10s. 6d. each, a book for which purpose is 
open in the rooms. 

. VI.— That when a party of gentlemen 
and ladies should, on either of the card 
assembly evenings, be inclined to have a 
dance, that they pay extra for the same, 
refreshments and music aot induded. 
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Yll.-^It is humbly requested of all per- 
sons to subscribe to the rooms, to enable 
the renters of them to defray the many 
necessary and heavy expenses attending 
them. 

VIII. — The other general places ©^sub- 
scription, are the Circulating Libraries 
and the Post-office. 

IX.-^The Chapel, being originally built 
by subscription, is not endowed with any 
provision for an established minister; it is 
hoped, therefore, he may rely with confi- 
dence, for the reward of his labours, on 
those who reap the benefit of them. 

X.— The Water-dippers at the Spring, 
depend on what is given them by those who 
drink the waters. The old custom of be- 
stowing is, for each person, Ss. 6d.. at first 
drinking the waters, and lOs. 6d. at leaving 
off, provided it has, not exceeded a month ; 
and for a longer course in proportion. 

XI. — The Master of the Ceremonies 
begs leave to recommend to families on 
leaving the place, to give a crown to the 
waiter of the rooms. 

XII. — It has been an old-established 
custom for every lady or gentleman to drop 
a shilling into the sweeper's box ; and, as 
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the poor roan and his wife constantly attend 
the Walks, keeping them clean, and have 
no other means of subsisting^, it is hoped 
that none will refuse to complj mth this 
small and equitable bounty. 

No hazard, or any unlawful game td be 
allowed in the public rooms, nor cards on 
Sunday Evenings. 

P. AMSINCK, 

Master of the Ceremonies. 



The Master of the Ceremonies has two 
balls in the season, which are generally 
brilliant and full. 

Private balls, too, are frequently given 
by peop}e of fashion, in the height of the 
season ; and on these occasions they are 
generally well attended. 

Here are also frequent concerts^ attend- 
ed by the most eminent performers in 
London, where all those who are happy in 
a taste for nnisic, may be entertained with 
the most skilfiil performance, at no great 
expense. Publie breakiast& at tite RtMmns, 
(of which there are generally three or four 
during the season) are always well stt^i^ 
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ieA; and, as the band of music are engaged 
to play there at the time, it is sure to pro- 
duce dancing at the conclusion. 

Another species of Tunbridge amusement 
consists in parties to the High Rocks, and 
other romantic scenes, with which the whole 
iieighbourhood abounds. At these places 
there are frequently public breakfasts, 
dinners, and tea-drinkings, attended with 
music, and every enticement to cheerful- 
ness.* 

Excursions to the noblemen's and gentle« 
men's seats, the founderies, and many 
remarkable places in the adjacent country^ * 
furnish another pleasurable employment of 
time at Tunbridge- Wells. There are, 
indeed, several capital houses in the neigh- 
bourhood of this place, which, through the 
polite hospitality of the worthy proprietors, 
are always open to the inspection of the 
curious ; and there are many pleasant > 
villages, and agreeable prospects in the 
ways leading to them, that will not fitil to 
attract the distinguishing observer. 

To the article of amusements may I add 
those of a higher nature, equally calculated 
for the diversion and improvement of the 
serious and reflecting part of the company. 
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Tiie Circulating Libraries, afl befoi-e 
mentioned, (although some particular 
amusements predominant there among 
others, w€re then omitted) are places where 
the social virtues reign triumphant over 
prejudice and prepossession. The ^asy 
freedom, and cheerful gaiety, arising from 
the nature of a public place, extends its 
inflnence over them, and evefy speciea of 
party, spiirit is entirely stripped of tboee 
malignant qualities whicti render it so 
destruetive of the peace of mankind. Here 
divines and philesopheis^ deists and. chrisH 
tians^ wig»aiid terie^ Skotcb and En^^Asb, 
debate without anger, dispute mth polite- 
nesS) and judge with candour: while every 
one ha» an opportunity to dkplay the 
exccdleney of his taste, the depth of his 
eraditiony and the greatness of his capacity^ 
in air kiiida of polite Uterature, aad in 
every brandhof huflmn knowledge. 

The libiories have, indeed, an advantage 
over ike other shops, becai^e there the 
ladies are admitted, and like so many living 
stars^ shine in the greatest splendour; 
while they evince, that Britislji beauties 
are no less superior to their sex through- 
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ctttt tbe world, in the ornaments of the 
tindeFBtanding, than they are universally 
allowed to be^ in the external graces of 
ifae body. 



b* 



•* fasliion'd all to harmony alone, 

l?faey know to seize the captivated soul. 
In mptqre warbled from love-breathiag lips ; 
To teach the lute to languisl\ ; with smooth step» 
Disclosing; motion in its every cbarm. 
To swim along, and swell the mazy dance ; 
To train the foilage o'er the iuowy lawn : 
To guide the pencil, turn the tuneful page : 
To le^d new flavor to the fraitfn! year. 
To heighteo nature's dainties i in their race 
To rear their graces iptp lecosd [jifei 
To giTe society its highest taste ; 
Well-ordered home man's best delight to make i 
And by submissiye wisdom, modest skill, 
W^ith every gentle care-eluding art % 

To raise the virtues, animate the bliss. 
And sweeten ail the toils of human life.*' 

Thompion*s AuTUMir. 



As the Seasons are now of much longer 
duration than.foi^merly, some families come 
as early as March, or April, and may con- 
tinue here till the latter end of November ; 
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and^ indeed, many continue throughout the 
winter, particularly those who come merely 
for the benefit of health, the water being 
reckoned equally in perfection in cold 
weather, provided it be di;^ ; and the air, 
though sharp, as pure and healthy as in 
summer. It may be necessary to observe, 
that there are two regular apothecaries 
high in repute, who constantly reside in the 
place, having analysed the waters, and 
studied the efficacy of them in every de- 
gree. Two regular physicians, from Lon- 
don, also constantly attend during the 
season, whose abilities are known to be 
such, that invalids may repair hither, with* 
out waiting to procure a prescription firom 
their own physician.' 
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THE ANCIFNI. AWnr* P»"E«ENT STATE 
OF THE MOST REMARKABLE PLACES, 
IN TttE BNVIfROTirs^ OF il/N-BJETlBlSE- 
' WEI.X.S;, COM.Pa^E»BNDlIfG A ClttClTlf 
09, AllOUT SlSrTBEN StiLESf BOUiHir 
THE Fi;#ACB. 



Jl O neglect to give some account of the . 
antiquities of those remnrkable p^ces in 
the neighbourhood of Tunttrfdge- Wells, 
which attract the notice of t^e company 
residing therej^ would be to leave this work 
extremely incomplete; I have thei^fore 
endeavoured to obtain all the information 
that can be procured on this hea^, and 
cheerfully submit the result of those inqui- 
ries to tl^e public* ' 

In nmgipg the places it will be very 
dif&fiuU. tofpll into any vegukf m^od, I 
therefbre ihust notpretend to connect one 
placotiwitlititieBiMlhar; but, in peranbolatiag^ 
the country ro.flrid the Wells^ surrey^ the 
houses, the villages^ and towns, with^ul 
order, as they lie. n 
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Let, then, the first view be of the parish 
in which the springs arise, which is 

SPELDHURST. 

The parish of Speldhurst, <w the Learned 
Wood (for such is the original meaning of 
this word, which was- anciently wrote 
Spelherst) is a large parish in the diocese 
of Rochester, which was in former time of 
considerable note, on account of the many 
eminent fitmilies that dwelt therein* 

The country is veiy hilly, s with .deep 
Tallies, and a great number of bare craggy 
rocks jutting out in different places. It is 
watered by a principal branch of the river 
Medway, which has here acquired strength 
enough to supply a considerable foundery *, 
and to work several mills in its course. 
The church is a very ancient structure 

• There were leTerel founderiet within a few 
nilet of the Weils, where cannon of the Invest di- 
measlout have been made j and very great quanltlies 
of iron ore have been du^ up at abundance of 
placet ia this . neiishbottrbo^. Thn, at tfaiat time* 
tended greatlv to enhance the price of wood* oa 
account of the vast quautitiet converted into cbar« 
cioali but as pit-coal latterly was brought up the 
Tunbridge river in ^reat nlenty, it was not so much 
felt by th^ iahsbiUntaTit it otherwise would ha va 
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about three imk» from ihe Welld, dedi-^ 
cated to St. Marj, and tlie living is valued 
in the King's books at 15L 5sr In the 
chancdl of this church there is a very 
ancient monument to the memory of Sir 
Edmund Waller and his Lady, wHb long 
poetical epitaphs, but no date to inform thcr 
reader when they died : and on the floor 
near the entrance of the chancel, is a grave. 
skaaej with a brass eiBgy^ and an inscrip- 
tioh in old text characters, to the memory 
of Wmiam Waller, Esq., who died in 1775, 
On the SOCh lof October, . 1701, this ehurch 
was entirely burnt down by lightnings 
which, having been attracted by the spindle 
of the vane,, at the top. of the wood spire, 
it soon communicated through the whole, 
bell-roof, consumed Uie timbers there, and 
melted the five, bells into one soBd mass, 
and raging .on with.fitiy, reached the rdof 
of the body of the ehmrch, so that the whole 
was eooQ destroyed* The church baiSr' 
iince been rebuilt, and duty now regularly : 
performed, there every Sunday. The ' 
parishioners are exempted from petty 
tithes, and they also plead a privilege of 
having ^o soldiers quartered upon them^ 
except on a march; but, as the charter is- 
M 9 
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lenity they are not verj stFemious in Useert- 
itig^ tfai0 aniiquatedclidsi. 

Among the plaees of note in aMknt dme 
iQ this parish, were JSwrnFifso', V^ekwi^^'^ 
apd RusjjaALE<9 '#hich now are all sunk 
into oldiFio]^ ; s^As also Hoiii.AKD9/ a 
nianaion^diat was so called from an aneietit 
and noble fmnilj oft that name^ 'wholrel^ 
gi^t benefaetorBtotibe parish church, knd 
c«aie to tUs estate, and the earldom of ^ 
e^imtjr, hj a mtariage with Joanna^ the 
fair, the daughter of Bdaiund ofWtMdMoefc, 
Bari of Ken^ and uade to Eaward'tbe 
Third. 

Thie Joanna of Kent, appeava to hmire 
hf^&k a woman of greet beaut j, and diitin- 
gui9bed gallttptiy; and was that fiiniousr 
ladj, to wh<Hn, it is sald^ we owe the finit 
institution ofthenoMe Orderofihe Garter. 
Il» the most early part of Iter lii^ fitewafi' 
contracted to Sir Thomas' liblla0d*i but, 
idbiyie he was engaged abroad, ih tlie^^ar? 
of France, where he perfornAed^e ifiost sigw ' 
nal services to hi& kihg aitdcoutntry, she wasr 
prevailed upon, to wed the young Eart of 
Salisbury. 6e^n after this, being at Werk- 
Qistle, in Northumberland, she Ordered' 

* Dttgdaie*8 BaroDQ|A|^, Vol. II. p. T4. 
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her ganisMi to interrupt the rear of the 
King of Scotland's army in his retreat from 
an irmptMm which be had made into Eng- 
land, which so incensed him, that he 
instantly turned back again and besieged 
her at the head of sixty thousand men. 
The young lady, but little frightened at 
the number of his forces, several times 
bravely repulsed the King, when he at-' 
tempted to storm the castle, and kept his 
wliole army at bay, till he, hearing that 
Edward the Third was hastening to her 
relief, thought proper to pursue his first 
intention, and return as fast as possible 
into his own country. This seasonable, 
retreat probably saved him and his army 
from destroction, as the magnanimous 
Edward came to the castle in a few hours 
after the Scot had quitted it, where, finding 
no enemy to encounter with, he paid a 
visit to the Countess, and behaved with a 
gaUantry which has given occasion to some 
historians tp assert, that he fell passionate-^ 
]y in love with Joanna ; but it does not 
appear that this story, or the many de* 
£unatory tales, arising from it, have any 
foundation in fii&t. 
Wbon Sir Thoinas Holland returned to 
M 3 - 
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Enflwd, ^ demaflded )»is wife ef tb? Earlr 
of Salisbury, smd, upon the EwtV^ re^si^/ 
tp resign h^, presentsd a petition ta thi^ 
Popejr rapre^qtif^ hi^ prcheo^rtrafct witli 
t|ie ladj, aiid vouchiiig tbft lie had ea)oyed 
her ; ^rher^upqn t^^e Pppfe gave ^nit^nce 
in his &vouf, ^n4 M^ wa^ aefs^MrdJnglj 
(JiYor^ed ^QBH -the Carl of ^al^urjr, aad 
married i^^ Sir XhofiA^.H^wdj, who 
^fterwardpi bujU the iffan^ioa, of. which we 
are poif writing, ; %iicl became Eavi of 
Kent J but h^ Uved aioi; long to enjog^thia 
new hpnoDf. Ai bia death he left e^e 
son*, and hie ClQunte(99^ ;a rieh young 
widow, ia iprhich atate^ however, »he 
owtiaued but ^me yeiwr, .istl^JH, Jaolwith* 
Manding her formet' -joaifleoed^ct, tiu$ 
celebirated lady waa married le fldward, 
t]k« Black Prince! 

This man^aon^ ae vaa.befoae said^ has* 
shared .the fate ot Jmny other t.noUa 
ImMldiBga,^ aiad U. mw a^ enttrelj lea^ 
ik»t^fm can, pwit Qat« ^'; grMBil mt 
vhichU 9toed«^ . . .. ; ^ 

* This )[oimff noblf^ao attended hjg father-in« 
h^w, Prroc* J^ti^ikttH in^ Spate, an* tef^ gret«r 
distinpished himself at the batti^ of JVjeiaia i, mh^r^ 
the black Prince overthrew Henry, th^ usurpei: of 
€m\ih, aad rcpJacecL tbe, tenant P^r-oa the-tbiHAie. 
Dugdale** lia^o^fttage, VoL XL p. Tft. 
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MONtJMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

AT 



In tlie Chancel of the dbcroe Churchy there is 
a fair Monument erected to the memory 
of Sir Wiiker Walhr^ and Anne^ his 
IjC^^ XDUhout date ; hut it appears by the 
parish register^ that Sir Walter Waller^ 
Knt. was' buried 1599. — There are also 
two epitaphs in berse on this Monument^ 
eptgrammatical^ acrostical^ and anagram'^ 
maticaly according to the taste of the times. 

•«/« WiiVSMR WdLhtni's SPfTdPM. 

' tde prayve t^y Valour, but Mars 'gins to fVown i- 
8e fearo wIm» So1*s aleft, that Mm must downe. 

Ide prayse thy founiie» b«l Vttios criat amayat 
Sir WaKer Waller will my A dan stayue. 

Ide prayse thy lesraing^ bat Minorva crieSf 
Then Athen*s fame must creepe when Waller flyes. 

Aslist us, England, in our doufful Song, 
When such Ihnbs fade, thy Itourish last's not long ; ' 

Earth has hit earth, which doth fan corpse iuTOotef 
Ai^eUs fiog^re^uietts'td'bM blessed «9tiieb 
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LADY AVJ9A WALLUU^S SPITAPH. 

A 11 irorthy eyes read this, that hither come, 
N ever-decaying virtue filk Ibis tomb ; 
N ever enough to be lameutcd here, 
A s long as woiuen-kiud are worth a tear. 

W ithin this weeping tiCone )yes Lady WaHer, 

A II that will knowe her more a sainte will call here' 

L ife so directed her, whitest ly ving here, 

L eaveird so straight to God, in love and feare $ 

£ vcn so good, that turn hir name and see, 

E eddy to crowne that life— a LAWRfiL tree* 



At the upper end of the Chancel^ on the East 
wall J near to Sir JV^dter W(fUer*s Mqku* 
menty i&Jixed a small Marble Tahkty zciik 
the folloysdng Inscription. 

Cd ti)t dl^iw^ of 

Mr. Edwabd Onely, an Army Surgeon, . 
who died abroad, much esteeao^d an^ b^loyed 
for his great Care and Tenderness of t)ie 
Sick «ad W«and<3d S^ldi^r^. 
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Tim Mnrble Tqbkt 

was placed here by his affectionate and mournful 
Brother, the Rev. Mr. R. Onelt, A. M. . 
late of Christ ' Church College, Cambridge^ and* 
Rector of thf^ Parish, and of 'Ashurh\ ' '* 
ihtheTfearT786. 
Anrd formerly Domestic Cliaplaia ' 

td t]ie Rii(ht Hoh. Alien, fiarUf Bathorfti 
■e di6d Mai^ifi, ITTST; liged 04 Teatir'; 



It 18 oheienralil^ that at thtt to^ «f tkk^ 
little iB^ouisenlal aNkoe ia eDgoayed .«: 
PIi«niX| nal altogether to be coafidliredf 
as the crest of the fitmilj araifl^ but aS: 
allusQQ. Vkewife .-tp the |K>pu)ar . epiiiioii 
that prevailed threufl^ .tfie .Elkitcffttl 
countries. &i the apostoUc ages, that the: 
Phcenix, thougk a fabulous bird^ igenerdliy^. 
supposed td revive from its eimi ashes^ 
waa always looked upoo as an emblem of 
the resurrection; aad this appears from St;- . 
CleiieBt!s famous e^iitta to the Cortnthi- 
aiMy wbic|i iatrafludatfid/pui «f Greek inta 
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EngliHh, by Dr. Wake, late Archbishop of 
Canterbury ; * an epistle, as bis Grace 
observes, so highly esteemed by the 
Prirnitive Church, that we are told, (by 
EusebiuH) that is was wont to be publicly 
read in the as^mblies of it. 

As this passage in that Apostolic Epistle, 
is so very a remarkable one^ and but 
little known^ at lea^ to few but the 
learned> ft is. here tnuiscribed for genen) 
information and perusal, from the 
Archbishop't Ehglidi traasla^n of the 
original. 

St. Clement, after having illustrated the 
doctrine of a resurrection by several apt 
siniilitiideS) att last says, ^!Let us consider 
that wonderM ty{ib of tes«frf6ction, 
Which is seen in the Eastern countries 
(t. e.) Arabia. 

]>^ There is a certaiti bird called a 
PboeDixj of this there is never btil one at a 
time, aiid that lives Jive hundred years. 
And when the time of dissolution draws 
near, that it must die, it makes itself a 
nest of frankincense,, myrrh, and other 
spices, into w^eh,' when its time is 
fulfilled,. it eiULers and dies; but its flesh 
ptttrii^ing, br^da- a certain w<Mrm, . whi^h, 
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being BourishQ4 with the juAee . of the 
dead bird, brri|g$ fyrih feathers, atid when 
it is grown to a perfect state, it takes 
up tb^ Befit in whieh tlie bon^s of the parent 
lay, and carries it from Ai*abta into Egypt, 
to a city called J7eA'o;io#.v / and, .flying in 
opea «ir, in the sight of all men, lays it 
upon the Altar of the Sun, and so returns 
from whence it came. The priests then 
search into the records of the time, and 
find that it returned precisely at the end 
of five hundred years.^ 

And shall we then, think it to be any 
very great and strange thing,^ says St^ 
Clement, fbr the Lord of all to raise up 
those that religiously serve him, in the 
assurance of a good feitb, when, even by 
a bird, he shows us the greatness of his 
poi/oer to fu^ bis promise ? For be says 
ima-certaia {dace T/iou shall reise me up, 
and I'^dl -c&mfesi unto Thee. And again, 
/ laid me dotm and slept, and awaked, 
because thou art mth me. Ps. iii. v. 5. And 
again^ Job says, Thou shalt raise up this 
Jlesk cf mine, Aat has suffered all these 
Things. Job xix. v. 26. 

Thus far St. Clement, whom St. Paul 
aentions, not only as his fellow-labourer ia 
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the Gospdy bttt'*as bvKe whose i»ame h 
writteft in ther hock ©f life. Phil. iv. y. 9. 

Whdt h»lh c»Btril)uted, (snj^ aii<9lher 
learned translator olP ihU epi&tle> i» t^ 
later ages^ to kivali^te itd sc^iptiiral 
authority, h no* doubt the fiifoulaqs -story 
of the Pfatfetiflr, whith St. Gkmeiit mly 
introduoes bgr. ,waj of simiiitfide to: the. 
doctrine of the fesuurraction* from the desd. 
It wad' universally believed in tiwee times^ 
thajt there was such a bird. 

GHOOMBaipOE. 

(jrpoecnbridgfii 18 tfm place oi first note iv 
this parish^ has fiired better, and though 
depriWd of mucii of its ancient •splendour, 
still Remains in being.^ This place was 
anciently called GiKHnenbridge, front a 
noble Saxon, ^med Gronien^' to orig^inal 
proppicflo]^^ from. iirhi6m) it ^aaseil thtougk 
seversd ndbte fiunilieS) to H€fnrj de/Cob*- 
bani% who,.intiietwrifthyear of EdwanI 
I., pei^ormed' knigbf^ service against tli# 
Welch,: ajld in reward for bis valiant 

♦ Henry de Col>hai|i, mjpJkey^ tckthi* Henry, was 
appointed GoYertior o£ Tunbndge CasU&.ift.lS9iW** 
\^ fidmnl41. 
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conduct, had, two years afterwards, a jp*ant 
lor establishing a weekly market, and fair 
of two days in the year, beginning on the 
Vigil of St, John-port-latin, at Groom* 
bridge. The market is now entirely lost, 
and the fair is kept on that Saint's day, 
which is the 6th of May, and on the 
26th of Naveml>er. 

From the Cobhams, this estate went to 
the Clintons, and it continued in that 
femily, till it was purchased by Sir Richard 
Waller, a brave warrior under King 
Henry V. Sir Richard followed the King 
into France, and very highly distinguished 
himself at the ever fiiraous battle of 
Agincourt, from whence he brought the 
Duke of Orleans prisoner, and was allowed 
by Henry to keep him in honourable 
confinement at Groombridge. This 
prince continued twenty*five years in 
captivity* ; paid, at last, 400,000 crowns 
for his ransom; and, from a principle 
of gratitude for the hospitality of his 
generous keeper, rebuilt the mansion house, 
and repaired and beautified the parish 

* Barooetage, Editioa 1720» Vol. II. p. 889. 
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church, which, to this day, bean his arms 
over Ahe portal: he also assigned to Sir 
Richard and his heirs for ever, as a per- 
petual memorial of his merits, this honour- 
able addition to his fiunilj arms, viz. the 
escutcheon of France suspended upon an 
oak, with this motto affixed to it — 

" HI FRIJCTUS VIRTUTIS.'* 



Groombridge, having ctmtinued several 
generations in the &mily of Sir Richard 
Waller, was at length passed away to 
Thomas Sackville, Earl of Dorset, and 
from him to John Packer, Esq^ Clerk of 
the Privy Seal to that unfortunate mo- 
narch, Charles I. This gentleman built a 
chapel of ease to the parish church in his 
own park, whkh he dedicated to St. John; 
and, sometime after his decease, the estate 
l^ecame involved in a chancery suit, in 
which it continued a ^eat many years, 
till at length it was purchased out of that 
court by Mr. William Camfield, &ther of 
the late proprietors, who, with inde&tigable 
application and great expense, retrieved 
the mansion hou$e, the chapel, and the 
whole village, from the most ruinous 
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condition that can well be conceived ; and 
made it an agreeable and thriving place, 
in which, his generous public spirit must 
ever be remembered with gratitude and 
respect*. 



The following Inscription is on an Altar 
Tombstone^ in Groombridge Chapel»jfard^ 

TO THE MEMORY OF 

If^ILLTAM CAMFIELD, Gent., who, from 

a very ruinous Condition, generously 

repaired and beautified 

this Chapel and Street ; of an hospitable . 

and sociiU Disposition, 

charitable to the poor, benevolent to his friends, 

and the carefa! and provident Parent of 

a numerous ofTspring. 

fle died November the 2nd, 1781, in tho ' 

Slstyear of hi^ Age. 

"Here likewise are interred the Remains of 

his beloved Wife, 

Mrs. MARY CAMFIBLD; 

,*who departed this life the 3rd of April, 1774. 



. ** There was a Chantry founded at Groombridiifey 
in the 38th year of Henry III. by William K uttel, and 
Qawis, htf wife, ai appears by the <« Re«c. Roffenti.** 

Pbilipot, p. steo. 

1^ 3 
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ASHURST. 

Ashurst, or the Wood of Ashes, is a 
little obscure village, about four miles 
from the Wells, which anciently was 
celebrated on account of an extraordinary 
rood, or crucifix, which the superstitiaiis 
people, in the days of popery, were made 
to believe continued growing in the hair 
and nails, and even in its bodily stature, 
as if it had been alive. This wonderful 
image was also supposed to work innumer- 
able miracles, and the poor deluded 
multitude came in such throngs to make 
their offerings to it, that the wily incum- 
bent, who could hardly subsist before, siooa 
gvevr &t upon his benefice. 

CHAFPORD. 

About four miles from Tunbridge- 
Wells, an ancient manor and seat, lately 
belonging to Sir George Rivers, Bart 
Here was a good house and park, with 
the river Medway running through it 
Tliis family were created Baronets in the 
year 1621, the late Sir George married 
Dorothea, daughter and co-heiress of Sir 
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William Beversham, of Holbrook Hall, 
in the county of Suffolk, Knt., bj whom he 
had two Bons, George and Beversham, 
who dyuig without issue, the title came to 
the present Sir Peter^ who has taken the 
name of Gay* 

This seat is now pulled down, and a 
good firm house built in its stead ; there 
are still some remains of the stables and 
gardens ; and the park is turned into a 
ferm, which, at present, belongs to Mr. 
Saxby, in Sussex. 

COWDEN. 

Cowden is an obscure village about 
three miles farther westward, which an- 
ciently was appropriated to the College of 
Lingfield, in Surrey; till by the general 
dissolution it fell into the hands of King 
Henry YIII* who granted it to the Ear) 
of Arundel, from whom it passed by sale 
into private hands. There formerlj was 
on§ or two good mansions in this parish ^ 
but at present the pl^u^ is not remarkable 
for any thing, the church being small and 
mean, and only worth mentioning on 
account of its handsome spire*. 
* Hsrrii't Hirtory of Kait« 
V 3 
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GREAT BOUNDS. 



Great Bounds, situate in the parish of 
Bidborough, about three miles north of 
Tuubri^ge- Wells, was so called, because 
it was the extreme boundary of the lowj 
or liberty of Tunbridge. This is^a verj 
neat gothic building, which anciently had 
the same proprietors as Tunbridge Castle, 
till Thomas, Lord Berkeley, conveyed it 
away to Sir Thomas Smythe, in the 
beginning of the reign of King James I., 
from which time it has continued in that 
family, and, till lately, was possessed by 
Liady Smythe, relict of Sir Sydney Stafford 
Smythe, Knt., one of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, and great grandson to the 
fiimous Lady Dorothy Sydney. It is now 
the property (by purchase) of Lord 
Darnley, who occasionally resides there; 
as did his mother, the Dowager Lady 
Darnley, maiiy years, and till her death, 
which was lamented by the neighbouring 
poor, to all of whom, she was a liberal 
benefactress. 

This house enjoys one of the richest and 
«iost comprehenidive prospects, a view of 
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the sea only excepted, that i«, peiimps, to. 
he met with in the kingdom. 



PENSHURST*- 

Penshurst, or the head of the Wood, is 
a pleasant little town, about five miles 
north-west of Tunbridge- Wells. Thi» 
town has the advantage of being watered 
by the Miedway, which is here grown a con- 
siderable stream, that might easily be made 
navigable from Tunbridge Town, if the 
proprietors of that navigation were disposed 
to put the actf in force, by which they are 
empowered to carry on and complete the 
navigation of this useful river as far as 

* This name denotes that the place was raised in 
a woody country', and gave occasion to Walier 
gallautty to ascribe to -nis 8acharissa (he power of 
instaiitaneousty reducing the wild laxunance of 
Datmre to ^regularity and order. — 

S^e **g%re 

The peace and glory which these alleys have ; 
Bnibroider'd so with flowers where she stood» 
That it became a garden of a woodr-1 '.- . 
Her presence has such more than human grace^ 
That it can civilize the rudest place : 
Jind beauty too^ and order can impart. 
Where nature ne'er intended it, nor art.** 

t Anno 13» Georgii lU 
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Forest-Row, in Sussex. A work, which, 
if it was well executed, would most 
certainly be of the greatest adyantage to 
the public in general, and to Penshurst, 
and all this part of the country in 
particular. 

Adjoining to the town is Penshurst 
Place, a noble and very ancient mansion, 
which, in the time of WiUiam the 
Conqueror, was possessed by a family 
named Penchcster. In this family it 
continued till about the reign of Edward 
II., when Sir Stephen de Penchester*, 
who was one of the Barons of the Cinque 
Ports, and Constable of Dover Castle, 
died without male issue, upon which it 
passed by Alice^ his daughter and co-heir- 
ess, to the Lord Columbers ; and her son 
Thomas de Columbers, passed it by deed 
into the Pultney family ; from whence it 
c^me to Sir John Devereux, Knight of 
the Garter, Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, . Constable of Dover Castle, and 
Steward of the Household to Richard II. 
This gentleman obtained license from 
the King to fortify and embattle thir 

• Philipotp p. JS70» 
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mnnsion-house, which, at his death, wedt 
with his daughter to Walter Lprd Fitzwa- 
ter, and thus passed through several of the 
most noble and eminent families in the 
kingdom, til], at length, it was forfeited 
to the crown bj the attainder of Sir Ralph . 
Vane, who, with the Duke of Somerset 
and others, was sacrificed to the vain 
ambition of the Duke of Northumberland* 
in the fourth year of Edward VI. This 
estate was then given by that amiable . 
young monarch to Sir William Sydn^*; 
in whose distinguished &mily it has ever 
since continued* 

Sir William died on the tenth of Febru- 
ary, 1&5S, and left this estate, of which 
he had been about ten months in possession, 
to his son and heir Sir Henry Sidneyf , 
who, from his in&ncy, had been brought, 
up with Edward VI., and on that King's 
accession to the crown, was esteemed for 
Iris virtues, comeliness, gallantry, and 
spirit, one of the greatest ornaments of 
the court. 

Sir Henry % had the first place in the 
friendship of this virtuous monarch, who 

« ColKus'sMem. of the ^ydncyp, p. 81. 
t lb. f. 8«j. S lb. p. 84, 
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made him one of the Gentlemen of the 
Privy Chamber, and took such delight in 
his company, that he but seldom granted 
him leave of absence, and, at last, died 
in his arms at Greenwich. Upon this 
melancholy occasion, he retired to Pens* 
hurst to indulge his grief, and thus escaped 
all the calamities which befel his father-in- 
law, the Duke of Northumberland, on the 
accession of Queen Mary. 

After King Edward's death, Sir Henry 
Sidney was honourably distinguished by 
Queen Mary; and by Queen Elizabeth 
be was appointed Lord President of the 
Marches of Wales. He was also four 
times Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, and 
three times Deputy Governor of that 
Kingdom, at each of which times he 
performed some signal services to his 
country in repressing the several re* 
bellions of the O'Neals, the Butler's, and 
the Clanrickard's; and he also executed 
many public works in that island, which 
have deservedly rendered his name imni<Nr* 
tal among the Irish. 

He was made a Knight of the most 
noble Order of the Garter, and received 
9ome distinguishing marks pf honour firoo\ 
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every sovereign that reigned in England 
in liis time. He made very great addition^ 
to his seat at Penshurst, and built the 
tower* at the entrance as a monument of 
gratitude to that generous monarch, from 
whom his father obtained the estate ; and 
dying on the 5th of May, 1586, at Ludlow, 
was brought in great funeral pomp to 
Penshurst, and interred in the chancel in 
that churcht. 

Sir Henry married th^ Duke of Nor- 
thumberland's eldest daughter, by whom 
he had several children. At his decease, 
this estate descended to his eldest son, the 
ever memorable Sir Philip Sidney, wj^o . 
lyas at that time one of the most eminent 
characters in the kingdom ; being univer- 
sally distinguished as the pride of his family^ 
the boast of his country, and the great hope 
of his age. . 

Sir Philip was bom on the !i9th of 
November, 1554, and named after the 
King of Spain, who stood godfather for 
him. He being the firstborn of his father, 
and the first of that family who had^received 
their birth at Penshurst, a. tree was planted 

* Tide the Inscription over the gate. ' 
i Dug. fiar. VoL il. p. 410» Collin'f p. M. 
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in the park upon that occasion, which is 
alluded to by the celebrated Waller in the 
following manner:— 

Go, boy, and carve tbi§ pamiou on the bark 
Of yonder tree, which iCaods the sacred mark 
Of noble Sidney*! birth : when such benifro. 
Such more than mortal making stars did shine^ 
That lh<9re it cannot but for ever prove 
The monument and pledge of humble loTe* 

Ben Johnson also has alluded to this tree 
in his "Forest*." 

Thou bast thy walki for health as well as sport } 
Thy mount to which the Driads do resort. 
Where Pan and Bacchus their high feasts have made. 
Beneath the broad beech and the chesnut shade i 
That tall tree too which of a nut was set 
At his great birth, where all the Mutes met. 

The charming thought at the conclusion 
of the last line, is so beautifully and poeti- 
cally detailed in a little poem called "Pens- 

* From a passage in thic poem, it appears that 
King James 1. and his son, probably Prmce Henry, 
in one of their hunting matches, paid an unexpected 
visit to the Earl of Leicester, at Fenriiurst; firom 
which event Bep Johnson takes occasion to compli- 
ment Lady Leicester upon her oBconomy and man- 
agement, in a manner that doet honour to her 
memory. 
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HURST," written bj Mr. E. Coventry, that 

1 cannot refrain trftnseribing it. 

« 

What genhM points to yonder cMk f 
What rapture doM toy «cni] provoked 
Her«:let me hsMg a gmrkmd Mgh, 
There let my mote her accent try » 
Be there my earliest homage paid* 
Be there my latest vigils made { 
For thou was planted in the earth 
'The day that shone on Sydney*s birth. 
That happy time, that glorious day, 
The Muses came in concert gay f 
Witti harps in tune, and ready song,. 
The jolly chorus trip't mkong $ 
In honour of th' auspioioas morn* 
To hail the infant genius horn : 
Next came the Fawns in order meet. 
The Satyrs next with cloven feet, 
The Driads swift that roam the woods, 
The Naiads green that swim the floods ; 
^Wanas left his silent cave, 
Hedway cajne dropping from the wave ; 
Tertumnus led his blushing iqpouse. 
And Ceres shook her wheaten brows, 
And Mars with milder look was theire, 
And'laughing Venus graced the rear. 
* They joined their hands in festive danee^ 
J»d bade the jmilinfj^ babe adTanoe } 
Each gave a gift ; Sylvanus last 
Ordain'd when all the pomp wias pas^ 
Memorial meet, a tree to. grpw 
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Which mig;ht to fiitore agei riiow» 
That, on lelect occaiiom rare, 
A troop of godf aasembled there ; 
The Naiadf watered all the gromd. 
And Flora twin'd a wood-hine round : 
The tree fprnng^ fait in faallow'd earth 
Co-eval with the illuftrioDs birth. 

Collins* informs his readers tliat this 
tree was remaining in the park in his time, 
and called '^ Beards Oak ;" but it does not 
appear that there is now any well ascertain- 
ed tradition in the family relating to it, so 
perishing are temporary memorials, while 
his own immortal deeds shall transmit his 
name with applause down to the latest 
posterity^ 

Sir Philip^s noble and generous dispo* 
sition, his love of the arts, the encourage- 
ment that he gave to men of learning and 
geniusf, and the esteem in which he was 
universally held through all the courts of 
Europe, are so generally known^ that it 
must be wholly unnecessary to mention 
them here ; but the last action of his life 
$o strongly paints the native and uncon- 



* Collifls, p. 98. 

t Quthriei Vol. III. p. 680 
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querable goodness of his heart, that it 
would be doing myself the utmost violence 
to forbear relating it. He was engaged 
at the battle of Zuphen*, which was very 
stoutly fought, the English several times 
forcing the entrenchments of the enemy, 
though at last their general, the Earl of 
Lieicester, thought proper to leave the 
Spaniards in possession of the field ; and 
on this occasion, Sir Philip performed such 
feats of valour, as gives credibility to the 
most shining actions of the bravest hero 
in bis Arcadia §• He was firom the first 
distinguished m the thickest of the battl^ 
and continued to fight with unremitting^ 
ardour, till, being mortally wounded in 
the thigh, he ' was obliged to be carried 
from the field. The loss of blood, and 
excess of pain, made him thirsty, and 
drink was presently brought him, but, at 
he was lifting the bottle to his head, he saw 

♦ Collins, p. 105^108. 

^ It is supposed that Sir Philip amused himself 
In writinp^ this celebrated romance during his recess 
from public business, in the twentj-sixth year of 
his age, when be retired from court on account olf 
Queen Elizat)eth's partiality in favour of the Earl 
of Oxford, with whom he had a dispute in whidi 
tiie Queen interfered. 

o S 
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a wounded soldier cast his wishfiif eye^ 
towards it, upon wbich^ pulling it untasted 
from hid moutli, he gave it to the poor 
fellow with these words — ^'Thy necessity 
is yet greater than mirfe ! " 

In this happy disposition of mind, 'this 
unshaken fortitude of soul, he continued 
the following sixteen days, and then, in the 
tMrty-iifth year of his age, after living Hbe 
life of ft soldior,, he died the death of 
a ahristian ; ihu» was tost to the world, a 
hevo, whom ys eontemporartes eotrM never 
raenlicm without admiration, ami whose 
menmry wifl ever be revered', wide Ae 
love of arts and arms s&alt remain among 
men. 

By Sir Philip's death, this eifate de« 
scended to his brother, Sir Robert Sidney, 
who was created liord Sidh^ of Penshxtrgt, 
in the first year of James* I., and" soon 
after obtained the title of Tiseount Lisle, 
which title had been in his mother's family 
from the time of King John. In the four- 
teenth of James's reign. Lord Liisle was 
invested with the Order of the Garter, 
and in the sixteenth dignified with the title 
of Earl of Leicester*. 

• CoUint. 
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In I64d * two of king Charles's children, 
the Duke of Gloucester, and the Princess 
Elizabeth, were sent bj the Parliament 
to Penshurst-house, to be placed under 
the Countess of Leicester, and they con* 
tinned there about one year. There are yet 
remaining in the house, two pictures of 
the Jjbke of Gloucester, one of them with 
a black behind him in the royal livery. 

Penshurst is also remarkable for being the 
habitation of the celebrated Lady Dorothy 
Sidney, whom Waller has immortalised un- 
der the name of Sacharissa. It js not certain 
that this beautiful lady was bom in this man- 
sion, as her name is not inserted in the 
parish register: but it is unqestionable 
that she, here in the full bloom and lustre 
of her charms, received the incense of her 
adorers ; and, amongst the rest, inflamed 
the he^rt of this sweet and elegant poet, 
who is justly distinguished as the father of 
English versification ; but who, though so 
successful in poetry, was so unfortunate in 
k)ve, as to be obliged to yield up the object 
of his adorations to Henry Lord Spencert^ 
afterwards Earl of Sunderland, and great 

« €oIliiUi» p. ISA; f lb. p. 147* 
o 3 
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grAfidOrtlier %<y the late Duke «P Ma#l* 
' borough. LadjF D^votli^ contisued some* 
tifvie a widoir after Lord Suadfeeliiad's 
ikcease, and then was married to^ Roheri 
Soij^the^ Es(( ,. of Bounds^ m Keat^ ftow 
wbear the late Sir Sidoejs StaSWd Smj^tiia 
was ItfieaUj descended 

FeDsh^aist was ako the birtb-phee of 
that g^reat patriot Algernoon Sidnej,^ 
wliose naine will ever be dear i» llis 
cottBtty/ and wfae«e memorj wiU be 
eherkhed bjr all the truelotvera of lilwrtj. 
An account of his life, hia character, aiid 
bis tragical estd, has been so lately psesent- 
od to the public, tog^her with hia wodu^ 
that it is needless to mentioa it here,, 
though, when/ Bach noble subjects come. 
before us, U k with reluctance that we. paasv 
UieiB by. 

Thus has Pisnuhiurfit for a jpreat num** 
l^r of years successively been the maaHoa 
of heFoes, patr]4»ts^ arta, arma, and beau-* 
t|y — few houses in4lus kiagdAm iBhiaa with 
«uoh di&tinguiBhed lustre, and nana eait 
bave.tiUe to a^su^ior place ia the anaala 
of &me« 

This fine old mansion has, within these 
few years, been repaired- aiuL beautified^ 
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by the lato Wflliam Perrjr, E^;, who 
came to this estate, bj mmrryiikg the 
honourable Elniabetk Sidiiiey*^ neice ta 
the last Earl of Leicester, and then^ele 
suryiYor of that ancient and most iUustrioua 
familj, which is lineally descended from 
Sir William Sidney, who came out of 
Anjou with Henry 11. 

This estate is now in the possession of 
the Hon. Captain Sidney, hy marriage 
with the only surviving daughter of the 
late Hon. Mrs. Perry. 

This house contains a noble collection 
of pictures, and many other curious works 
of art, several of which were collected by 
Mr. Perry, in his travels through £urope ; 
and the state rooms here are most superbly 
furnished. 

The gardens reach from the house to 
the banks of the Medway, and are large 
and beautiful. The park is said to be onei 
of the finest in the kingdom. It certainly 



* This kdy had a ton and seyeral daughters by 
the late Mr. Perry, who all bear the name of 
Sidney. She is a co-heiress of Col. Thomas iSidney, 
and her sister, the Hon.- Mary Sidney, tras married 
to Sir Brownlow Shemnl; ftot died.* ftur years 
i.wJykh(ititiMift 
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is of geat extent, and charmingly diversi- 
fied; hills, dales, marshes, rivers, woods, 
lawns, and all that can delight a contem- 
plative mind, all that can fire a romantic 
imagination, is here to be found — 



Here mighty Dudley * once would rove. 
To pUn his triumphs in the grove ; 
There looser Waller, ever ^ay. 
With Sacharissa in dalliance lay ; 
And Philip, sidelong yonder spring, 
His lavish carols wont to sing. 

Penrhorst, a Poem. 



The parish church of Penshurst is a good 
substantial structure, and in it there are 
several antique, elegant, and noble monu- 
ments of the proprietors of Penshurst-place, 
and particularly of the Sidneys, most of 
whom, for above these two hundred years 
past, have been buried there. 



• Dudley, Earl of Leicester, Qneen Eflizabetb*8 
favourite; and uncle by the mother's side to bir 
Philip Sidney. 
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A List of the Portraits and other 
Capital Paintings^ 

PenSburst Placm. 

n THE choswr. 

IjANOUET a. J>. 1564. ^tat. sn^. 31. 
Barbara Gramage, Coimtesa of Lieicester. 

IN THS HANGING-BOOM. 

Robert, Eari of Liriccslcrj otaAlioldiBT of 

Holland, 1385- 
Countess of Pembroke, sister to Sit PfeiRp 

Sidney. * . 

Ambrose Dudley, Earl of Warwick. 
Robert^ Philip, and Algenroon Sidney, by 

Vandyke. 
One on each s^de unknown. 
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Algemoon Percy, Earl of Northumberland. 
Lady Elizabeth Howard, Countess of 

Northumberland, by Vandyke. 
Lady Catherine Cecil, Viscountess Lisle, 

daughter of the Earl of Salisbury, by 
Vandj/la\ 
Henry, Earl of Holland, by ditto 
Robert Spencer, E. of Sunderland, by ditto^ 
Robert, Earl of Leicester, 1632. 
Queen Mary. 
Sir William Sidney, obit. 1612.— He was 

eldest son of Robert, Lord Sidney, cre- 
ated Earl of Leicester, 1618. 
Waiiam, Earl of Pembroke, obit. 1630, by 

C, Johnson. 
Barbara Gamage, Countess of Leicester/ 

1596, and six of her children, by ilfc 

Garrard. 
Lord North, 1640, by Vandyke. 
A fine representation of a decayed body in 

wax, said to be found in the ruins of 

Herculaneum. 
A Venus. 
A wliole length of the Queen of France. 

IK TH£ PICTURE CLOSET. 

Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, hj JTolbiem. . 
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Sir Thomas More, by ditto. 

Edward VI. by ditto. 

JLady Jane Gray. 

Sir John Dudley, Viscount Lisle, after- 
wards Duke of Northumberland. 

£dward Dudley, Esq. by Holhiens. 

Peter delivered out of Prison. 

A vei*y valuable piece of a Madona, and 
Child, hy Raphael de Urbkio. 

A fine perspective view of the inside of St. 
Peter's Church at Rome. 

A Candleligiit piece of some Gamblers, \\y 
Tenters. 

Trial of a Criminal, by Ilemskirk. 

Several pieces of Fruit. 

Ditto of Landscapes* 

Adam and Eve. 

Holy Family. 

Chaucer's Tale. 

Satyr and Nymph. 

Ditto. 

Several others. 

IN THB OALLBBY. 

Six p<Mrtrait8 of a woman with Ale, by Ttr^ 

burg. 
Old Parr. 
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Venus, by Titian. 

Venus, Mercury, and Cupid, by Corregio. 
The Duke of Richmond and his Dog. 
Philip, Eari of Leicester, by SirG.KneUer. 
Martin Luther, by Lucas Cranack. 
Henry VIII. by Holbiens. 
The Earl of Surrey. 
Abraham offering up Isaac, by Guercins. 
.John Dudley, Duke of NorthMmberlaody 

1545. 
Philip, Lord Lisle, 1650, Earl of Leicester, 

1678. 
Robert, Lord Sidney, 1603, Earl of Leices- 
ter, 1618. 
Robert, Earl of Leicester, 1658, acta. 37. 
Algemoon Percy, Earl of Northumberkuid, 

by Vandyke. 
Lady Dorothy Sidney, by LeUf. 
Archbishop Abbot. 
Sir VTilliam Sidney, the first possessor of 

Penshurst. 
Algemoon Sidney, seta. suae. 41, A. D. 1663. 
A Madona and Child surrounded by Angels, 

by Andrew del Sarto. 
The family piece, Mr. and Mrs. Perry, and 

five ehYldren, 1758, by Iktmd Imiers. 
Two pieces of Fruit, by WilUam Sofforius. 
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A fine Moon-ligbt piece of Peter delivend 

out of Prison. 
Lucretia, by Corregio. 
A Groom and Horse, 1725, 
A Winter piece. 
Several unknown. 

ROOV. 

Two fine Sea pieces, hy. G. EwnmaUr. 

Sir Philip Sidney. 

Algernoon Sidney. 

Mrs. Perry, Mother to Colonel Sidney. 

Colonel Sidney. 

Countess of Pembroke.. t 

Fine portrait of a Lady. 

A Landscape. 

Two small ditto. 

A piece of Flowers. 

An exceeding fine piece of Still-life. 

A &niily piece, of two Children of the Sid^ 

nay family. 
Lord Romney. 
Lady Sherrard, Mrs. Perry's Sister. 

IN THE 8ALOON« 

A firont view of Leicester House. 
A back view of ditto. 
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Lady Betty Sidney. 

Six Marble Tables, inlaid, brougbt from 
Italy. 

IN A CLOSET, Oil PAGE's BOOM. 

King Charles I. on horseback. 

The Nine Muses. 

A marble Statue of Cleopatra, found in the 

Ruirns of Herculaneum. 
Lady Gamage, Countess of Leicester. 

TAPESTRT ROOM. 

King William and Queen Mary. 

•Two fine pieces of Tapestry. 

A three-quarter length of Mr. Periy. 

Ditto of Mrs. Periy. 

Lady Maiy Dudley, wife of Sir H. Sidney. 

John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland. 

Sir Henry Sidney. 

Four pictures unknown. 

John, Earl of Leicester, Uncle to. Mr& 

Perry. 
Old Parr. 

Translation of the Bible. 
Sir Charles Egen. 
Four portraits^ 
One over the door. 
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HE&LEAF-HOUSE, 

Is a seat in the parish of Penshurst^ 
which hath been for some descents in the 
family of Spencer. 

Gilbert Spencer, Esq. son of Gilbert, 
9on of Hugli, son of William Spencer, 
owned this seat^ and resided at it in the 
reigns of King Charles II. and King 
Williani III. He died possessed of it^ 
Maj 4, 1709, leaving issue^ four sons and 
four daughters. 

Gilbert, the eldest son, dying in hi^ 
iither's lifetime, Robert, the second son, 
succeeded to this estate : he was of Dork- 
ing, in Surry^ and dying without issue in 
1730, it came to his brother, Abraham 
Spencer, of Penshurst, Esq., who was sheriflT 
of this county in 1736. 
\ He died, unmarried, Nov, 11, 1740, aged! 
60, and lies buried in this church, having 
by his will devised this seat, (with the 
estate belonging to it) to Thomas Harvey, 
of Tunbridge, Esq., whose sou, the Rev. 
Thomas Harvey, is the present possessor. ' 

SOUTH-PARK. 
A small neat lodge, built ^by ' RicharA 



I 
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AUnutt, Esq., a merdiant of Liondon. Thit 
place was always known by the name it 
BOW bears ; it has been a Teij ancient park, 
but little remains more than the banks, 
'where the pales formerly stood. 

This is part of the Leicester estate, which 
fell to the lot of Lady Sherrard, when it 
was divided by act of parliament, between 
her and Mrs. E. Perry, co-heiresses, who 
bequeathed it by will to Lady and 8ir 
Georg;e Yomig, and they, in the year 1769, 
alienated it to Mr. AUnutt. It lies north- 
west from this place, by way of BiAborongh 
eight miles, by way of Gpocwnbridge 'TWlS. 
aix miles. 

HALL-PLACE. 

Situate at Leigh, about two milf^ 'from 
Penahur^. This seat and estate, is tiie 
peign of Henry YIII., was conyeyed to 
William Waller, Esq., from whom it 
descended to his son, Richard Waller, 
whose widow carried this estate to her 
second husband, St^hen Towse, Gent., 
who died in 1611; soon after which it 
passed to Crittenden, in which name it 
»iitinued , ;to Di9 r.e%x» of Charki JI.^ 
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when it was alienated to Harrison, and 
continued in that feniilj till abont the year 
1717, when it was again alienated to Bur- 
gess ; and the late Robert Burgess, Esq^ 
made great improvements in the house^. 
park, and grounds about it. It is now the 
property and residence of James Harbroe, 
£sq., who married the widow Burgess. 



CillDDINGSTONE. 

This parish lies entirely within the 
Weald : the soil is much the same as the 
neighbouring ones of Hever and Pens- 
hurst, and produces oak timber of equal 
size,- and as plentiful. 

The river Eden crosses the middle of it 
^stward, and then bending southward, it 
seperates this parish from that of Pens- 
burst, in which latter it joins the river 
Medway soon afterwards. 

In the village of Chiddingstone, which is 
situated about two miles from Penshurst, 
is the seat of the eldest branch of the fam- 
ily of Streatfeild,, in whose possession it 
has continued from the time of King Jame^ 
I. Mrs, Streatfeild, widow of the lat0 
V 3 
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Henry Strefttfeild,E^.j whir died iii 176S«, 
resides in it, but the inheritance of it is 
vested in her eldest son, Heyry StrefiAfi^ldf 
Esq. 

The church f is a very fair large stn^* 
ture, and the tower of it is said to be as 
good a piece of work as almost any of ^ke 
kind in Kent. Within the churdi there 
are several memorials of ancient families 
that may, perhaps, be useful to our geneal- 
ogists, but are of little importance to others. 
The present rector is Sackville Speaciir 
Bale. 

HEVER. 

Hever is situated a mile farther west wiim. 



• * Henry Streatfeild, Esq., of High-gtreet 1i^.aft» 
^vious to kit marriage with Miss Ann S(id^igr^;rfai 
1752, settled all his estates in Chiddingstoaey.Ifc^iR. 
Cowdea, Brasted, Ac, oo the first and otfa^ aidfaim 
iiu^i marriage siicoessivelj. anid died ia 17^ ^ff^ 
tate» on which Henry, his eldest son, succeedli ito 
mU the estates comprised in that settlement t bdtiiir. 
Henry Streatfeild, the father, having purchapol so- 
▼erat estates after his marriage, those at .his death 
intestate, descended to his two sons, Henry and 
Bichard, as his co-heirs in gavel-kMiidj pho now 
possess them in undivided moieties. 

i- This church was appropriated by Walter, the 

Kendson of Richard de Clare, to the Moafcs df 
lymArjif ia Northamptonshire. 

D^gd9i^$ Biuroiiet«gc» Vol, h f. 21 & 
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This village has nothiQ; remarkable iti ~ 
it. The river Edea directs, its icimtse 
through the midst of it eastward, in its 
way towards Chiddingstone and Penshurst. 
The church, which stands on the east end 
of the village, is a small but neat building, 
having a handsome spire at the west end 
of it. 

Hever was anciently part of the exten- 
sive patrimony of Sir Stephen de Penches- 
t&r ; but the Castle, whose ruins are still 
remaining, (a great part of which is verf 
entire, and well worth the notice of the 
curious,) was built and embattled in the 
time of Edward III. by Thomas de Hever j 
whose -descendant, William de Hever^ 
dying without male issue, it passed to his 
two daughters and co-heiresses, one of 
whom being married to Cobham, and the 
other to Brocas, this estate seems to have 
continued between them, till it was pur*' 
chased by Geoffrey BuUen. This gentle* 
man's grandson, the famous Sir T. BuUeny 
Knt. of the Garter, and father <^ the 
celebrated and unfortunate Queen AnM 
B alien, constantly resided here, and lief 
buried in Hever church, under a large altar 
tomb^ with his^igy io biM^ dressed u» 
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his robes and garter, and with a fiiir in- 
6cri]ilion. Queen Anne herself resided 
h^fe sometime after King Henry hegan 
his courtship to her ; and there are said to 
1^ some letters still extant, which this 
pasmonate monarch wrote to her while she 
Kved in this placfe. On the execution of 
her brother, the unfortunate Lord Roch- 
ford,. who, with- his sister, fell a sacrifice 
to the cruel jealousy and wavering passions 
^f tlie tyrannical Harry, this castle was 
forfeited to the king, and by him given to 
Anne of Cleves, who resided here some 
time after her repudiation. Upon her death 
it reverted again to the crown, and was 
given by Mary I. to Sir Edward Walde- 
grave*, in which family it remained till 
the year 1715, when it was conveyed by 
James, Lord Waldegrave, to Sir William 
Humphreys, Knt. and Bart., who that year 
was Lord Mayor of London. * In this 
family it continued till the year 1745, whea 
Hever Castle, and the manors of Hever 
Cobham, arid Hever Brocas was conveyed 
by sale to Timothy Waldo, of Clapham, ifl 
the county of Sarry, Esq., now Sir Ti™" 

• Harl>ib'# Histery of Keat, p^ S9Tr 
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•thy Waldo, Knt., and lie is the pneaeat 
possesscKr of them. 

EDENBWDGE. 

Edenbridge is a email town about tiro 
miles from Hever, and so called from being 
iitaated on the river Eden, which loses 
itself in the Medway at Penshurst. Tbft 
church is a larrge handsome building, onc« 
famous for a crucifix of excellent workman- 
ship which fftood there. The roodloft or 
gallery, in which the image was plaeed, ii 
^iB remaining ; there is ako some remains 
of good painted glass in Ae windows, and 
a few fw monuments of the Selyaitft 
fiiraily. 

TUNBRIDGE. 

This l#w» is M small territeiy by itseH; 
called <<Tlie Lowy of the District of 
Tunlttidge," which, according to the best 
accounts of the British antiquariuBS, wa* 
anciently part of the extensive patrimony 
of the see of Canteibury, but became 
dismembered therefrom through the av- 
arice of Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, and 
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irterhie brother to &e Conqueror, who, in 
the lifetime of Archbishop Stigand, and 
especially in the long vacancy that happen- 
ed after his deposition, rapaciously seized 
a great part of the estates and lordships 
belonging to this see, which he thought 
to hs|ve engros&ed for himself and familj 
' fcr ever ; but when Lanfranc, who was a 
paan of spirit and resolution, was advanced 
to the Archbisoprick, he sent'over a com- 
plamt against the encroachments of Odo, 
to tibe King in Normandy ; and William^ 
l|reU knowing the impetuous and avaricious 
. disposition of his brother, favourably heard 
l&e complaint, and immediately ordered il 
tp be tried in. the most splen^ manner. 
Accordingly commissioners were appointed, 
and a jury of the most reputable persons 
in the severa} coaiities, .wh«9re the Arch- 
bishop had any possessions*, were summon- 
ed to meet near Aylesford," ill ifent, to 
hear and decide this important c^use be- 
tween two of the greatest subjects in th$ 
kingdom. 

♦ Aboot two thirds were Kei^ish ertates, the reit 
were in Surry, London, Middlesex, Essex, Suffolk, 
<>xfor()sbire, md BticHiaghamshire- Guthrie. 
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Wben the trial came qb, Lanfiranc, being 
an eloquent man for tlie age in which he 
lived, pleaded his own cause, and obtained 
a complete victory over his antagonist, wlio 
was obliged to restore twenty -three manors 
to the arcfaiepiscopal see ; among whicb^ 
this of Tunbridge was one : but as Odo 
had given this estate to his kinsman^ 
Richard de Clare, this joung nobleman 
liked the country so well, that he was 
unwilling to resign it to the Archbishop, 
and therefor^ through the king's media- 
tion^ entered into an agreement with 
lianfranc to exchMige his castle and coun- 
try of Bircmne* in Normandy for this 
territory. 

At this exchange of estates in order to 
ascertain the exact extent of territory 
beyond all possibility of dispute, the castle 
ofBironne was measured about witfi a 
string, agreeable to the simplicity of that 
sg«, and an equal quantity of land^ 
including the town of Tunbridge, was 

* Bironne, is s toirn of Normandy, in France^ 
^bich gives title to a County and is situated on the 
nver Rille, lat. 49. 35. long. 18. 26. 

BuKbin^'s Geography. 
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meaaured with the same lioe, and p?en up 
to the EJarl ofCIare, whose successors held 
thk estate -^ the a^ of Canteihuiy bj 
knights service, tilly at the iostigatiiui of 

' Hea^ II. this tenure was disputed with 
thdt haughty prekte, Tfaotttes a Becket, 

. and thus it continued many years in suit, 
till at length, in the reign of Heniy III. 
A ^ eompo^iiion was agreed, between the 
atehiepiscopal see, and the Earls Clare 

' (now become Earls of Glouoest^^) who 
vever after held this estate of the see of 
CiHiterhurjr, upon condition that the/ 
-riiould be chief butlers and high stewardi 

' sA the instalment of * the aivhbisbopfi^ 
and grant ,them the wardship of their, 
abildren. 

The before-mentionod.IUchard de Clare 
built the castle, and feneed it with the 
vivei^ a deep. ditch and strong .wall%. which) 
though they are now by time and neglect 
i;^ueed to a^ mpst ruinous conditio^ ^^ 
become the habitation of bats and owh| 
yet plainly enough show what they have 
beem He idso built the churth, which he 
dedicated to St. Peter and SU Paul, and 
appropriated to the knights Hospitallers of 
St. John of Jerusalem^ agreeablo to the 
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reigaiag SHperstition* of that age, inwhicli . 
the bloodj crusaded began; , - 

Tliie noblemafti wti^ one oFthe prindpal 
persons who came into England with the' 
Conqueror, and in consequence •f the 
brave assifitane^ whieh he gave to Williatn 
at the memorable battle of Hastingd, M 
well as in the respect of his near alliance 
in blood, (he being grandson' to Geoffeiy, 
who was a nafunil son to Richard, the fif^t 
Duke of Normandy) hM great adv&nce- 
inents in honotnr, and very large possessions 
both in England and Noimnandy bestowed 
upcmhim: thosein England only amounting 
to one hundred and seventy^six lordships,* 
besides thirteen burgesses in Ipswich, of 
which Clare, from whence his title was 
derived, was one. 

In 1073, he was joined with William de 
Warrmi in the important post of Justiciary 

* It wlw in thif age fo much the fsfbion to ap. 
ptopriate churches and tithes to the Hospitallers 
and Tetnplers of Jerusalem, that it was thought 
necHmerj by the Lstsran cmmcil ta put the laitj 
uuder some restraint ; and for this purpose a decree 
▼as issued forth in nSO, to prohiSit these and all 
<^er. religious societies, from receiving the churches 
tod teiiths from the laity, without the consent of 
t^« bishop. 

S^doa oa Tithes^ p« 149. 
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of England during^, the king^'s abeenee, and 
vfBB at that time a principal instruaient in 
mippressing the^ dangerous' rebellions of the 
Earls of Hereford and Nar£blk, two Nor- 
man Iprds, who entered into a conspiracj 
to deprive William * qf Jh^v.^iooj^lty and 
obtain the . government sftiVt .tbeimselyes. 
7hese potent nobl^m^n ha4 mohtreaources 
at their comfnand^ that^ -had they beea 
allowed time; to* put. their schemes ' into 
^ji^ecatian, and to jo|q tb^ir fifrces, the/ 
would in all prdiiability Itave torn the 
qrown . from the . ^ootiqiiaror's brow ; it .was 
tb^flf^fore bappy fiHt.;l^illiain that he left 
lii«. government in th^ hands of subfec^ 
who werot eq^ually ^th&il, vigilant) and 
intrepid. . , ^ 

On' the death of the Conqneroi*, iiM' 
Eaif*! Richard favoiured the pretensionaiof 
l^bert, and. b^d .out! seiiie time .a^infit 
William Rufus, but, on William's appear- 
ing with his' army before the castle; of 17ihi- 
bridge, he presently made Jii^ submissions, 
a^d swore fealty to the reigning moaereh, 
tp whom he eyer after, adhered, with the 
strictest fidelity, itufus immediately after 
Earl Richard^s submission, pursued, the 
arch-rehel Odo^ t<yPevensey/and bavinj 



\ 
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taken hun )>rtsoner, confined him for Si 
short €rpace ttt Tunbridge Ca^e ; till find-' 
ing hiib necessary to the reduction of 
Rodieeter, he sent for him to his army, 
from whence Odo made hiswcscap^ into 
the town, which being scfon after reduced,, 
he wasr aga;m taUen, and then suffered ' to 
go quietly over mto France according to 
the artklcffi' of cat)itiilatioh. 

Earl Richard followed Rufiis into Nor* 
tiandy in the yfear I09S, ^d being there 
|8&«B prisoner 1)y Robertas forces, was kept 
ki colflfinehieilt till^he thdkl^dom tvkk assigA- 
ed 'Over'td ^Wlffiain, 'on Robert's going 
Mo'th^ *Ho*y-kird; ISirt tmthis etetit he 
obtained his liberty, and returned to Eng- 
land again, lived some years a peaceq^blQ 
Ufe, . till et length turning his arms against 
the Welch, in. the beginning pf Stephen's 
reign, he was slain in hfe old age at th© 
battle of Abergavenny. .. 

The castle of Tuilbi4dge was possessed! 
by Gilbert, the son of the aforesaid Earl 
Richard, in his fhther^s life-time*, it pro- 
bably being consigned over to him on 
account of Richard's captivity, in Norman^ 

* * Buj^dlk^'sBarODBlage, Vol. L p^ 201, 
q2 
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iy. This Gilbert, id theeightfa ofWiiliam 
RufbSj .was cohfederate witk Mowbray^ 
Earl of Northumberland, but relent^* 
nrhen^ he saw the king upon the point of 
£illing into an anibuecade of the enemy, 
.and preserved hi^ life by revealing the dan- 
ger.^ After this^ in the second year of 
Henry I.^ he more openly rebelled against 
'the king, and taking part with the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, fortified Tunbridge, notwitb- 
-standing which, it was soon takefi from bim 
bj the king*8 forces ; but in consideration 
of his. &ther's important servii^es to. tba 
crown, and hiaown affinitj to the iaraily) 
Henry immediataly restored this estate to 

* ** Rufufl marching to the north with hit aroiT 
to iupprcM Mowbray, Earl of Northumberland, 
look Newcattle, after aboul two months' Mffii *od 
from thence pushed forward to Bamborougb Castle, 
where be was informed the earl himfelf Was «hut 
up ; but, in this march, be very narf^wb cacaped 
being ciit off and all his array. For MoWbray had 
taken his measures so well, as to place a strong body 
of troops in a defiJe* .through which the king mu^ 
pass, and where he could have made little or no 
resistance; but Gilbert de Tunbridge, ooeof the 
principal conspirators, who had been intrusted by 
Mowbray with the secret of this ambuscade, touched 
by the remembrance of foriner favoars, found ^^^ 
to apprise William of his danger, and lliercby «»*^. 
both the king and his army.'* 

Guthrk, Vol.I.p.W. 
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Gilb^l«, and he iying alkmt t^ ^«ar9< 

afterwards, left it to^hid son l&ichsird, tli^ 

first Bart cf ' Hertford t, who, amongst 

other works of ^superstitions fliety alxmt 

1241, (banded a priory near lik castle at 

Tunbridge for the black canons of St*. 

Austin, and dedicated it to St. Mary Mag^ * 

dzlefi. 

In the year 1S5S, all the buildings of 

thfe monastry u^ere consumed Ijy fire, to 

ballance which disaster, the church of 

Leigh was appropriated to it, by 'which 

assistance it very soon recovered its an J 

cierit bulk and splendour ; but now th6re 

is harffly any vestige remaining of thisi 

priory, except the great hall, which is* 

converted into a bam by the present pro* 

prietor. Its revenues in spiritualitifes an4 

temporEdities, amounted in the* whole to 

169/. lOs. 3dl per annum ; and it was dils-^ 

Solved by Cardinal Wolsey aboiit 1327;^ 

" • . ■. ' ' I 

* l%i« 6iRii;rt^aTe20s. per antiam outoC tlk* 
toll of Tiu|»ridg!^ «aMle, to the Cluuijic Mpoka^^ 
l-cWeg, ia Sussex.' . 

T This Earl. of Hertford gaTe a free and perpetual 
'afms of twvtff^-fiyi^ )ioi^'<^3rearT^, out of -iirs^firest ift 
Tuabgdg^ tp 'jU^e: >^r«m<^9^tcaieii8ioa cauoo9. ^ 
Begeham. 

'* '• ^ «Mwia»t. Aoglk. TlHn•^ii• p. WOk - 
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beinig included ammigst the monastries 
tiuit* were ^granted to ^ that prelate, by 
Henry YIIL for the Endowment of his 
two coUegci^ ajt Ipswich and Oxford. 
V It U said, that there was a subterraneous 
pMsaj^e'oiyrriad Holder the bed of the river, 
from this prioiy to the castle, in order to 
supply the garrison with necessaries in the 
time' of distress ; but I can 6nd no warrant 
for thi| report, except the uncertain voice 
^ tradition. 

This Richard ;de Tunbridge was .uncle 
to the:fiuQaLOus Richard, surnaraed Strong* 
bow, who, in the reign of Henry II., was 
H principal instrument m the conquest of 
' Ireland, which 'happened ia the following 
manner. 

Permont, the tyrant of Leinster, being 
driven from l^s throne, canie into England 
to ask the assistance of Henry to reinstate 
him thereon ; ^nd having obtained letters 
patent from the king, whereby he gave his 
subjects liberty to assist the Irish piinc^? 
Dermont immediately ' applied to Strong- 
bow, who was a very eminent warrior at 
that time, and having greatly impaired his 
estate by expensive pleasares^- was ready 
for anjr desperate undertaJuing whatever. 
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He therefiyce readily promised, upgn ton-^ 
ditionofwarrying the Irish king's daugh^ 
ter, and being declared heir to all his 
dominions, to espouse his quansel. Der- 
moat, satisfied with this promise, left 
Richard to assemUe his forees, ^anQ^w^nt 
himself, with some other needy adten^ 
turers, whom he had engaged in his serv^c^^ 
into his own dominions, where, with this. ' 
small aid, he obtained Boch advantages • 
over his enemies as raised iiis expectations 
extremely high, and miade him very earnest 
in soliciting the promised assistance of 
Richard, to complete his ambitious designs^ 
aiming at nothing short of the sole govern* 
ment of Ireland. 

Richard, on his part, did not make any 
tmnecessary delays, but, previous to his 
leaving England, endeavoured for his own 
security, to obtain a more express license 
from Henry than the general liberty before 
mentioned; in which, however, he wag 
not very sttceessfal, as .that cautioua 
monarch only thought proper not to hm- 
derhim. Starongbow fiading lie could da 
no. good; with the^ king, who was then in 
Nonmuidy, hastened back to his estate^ 
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filiipj^ed \m forced, and immediate^ entered 
upon the JnvadoA'of Ir^Iand^ Where he 
presently took WAterfbrd and Dublin, and 
behaved hknstelf -80 valiantly; that nothing 
in the'king'dom dnr^ oppose hirt, upon 
which he maJTied the Irisli king^s daugh- 
tei*j ' tfnd Deriiiont ^ittg ' soon after, 
Ricliard todh possession of the Kins^om 
of Leinster, ^fl was, by ihe Irish, sur- 
named .V//fg*«/,'lhaft isj Ihe stranger* s friend. 
Birt Hetiry, hearitig^of these extraor- 
dinaty fin^e^s^es, grew -jealous tX hiV 
J>rogf«»^'«nll, In orden to piit a stop to 
it, issued 4Mit a procIieinid'tibtY fcr itll Ms 
suhjeets to re^rn home ; soon a^t<;r wliich, 
upon pretence of disobediefilce, he seqoes- 
tei<i(;d'«fetl the -efetates ofEari Richard in 
Engi^nd dirf Nei«nfandy, ' Knd iJrohfbited 
the exporteiion of provfsiohs and stot^s^to 
irela*i'd. '•All' tbis* »^as' Tei*y inconsistent 
with the Yieiwi of Strongbow,. asMt not 
only prevented' the "foil »cofr(plfetioii of hi* 
prc^^fet^ but^evisll ecfda.fig'^fj^ Ms^afety,- 
whereupon lie 'hmhefdlatyi/'^iarite swlh 
«)is^icWto*^A#%^, 'ttnd'%Ml^ vM^^^ 
«ipp€fasi M^angefr,-aW* <<«rrfe <tos(' j^rfffii^, 
J^ offering to*6W the cilffes , t)P»fl*Hn 
and Waterford, together with iall his other 
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acquisitions, in vassallage to the crown of 
England, 

This jperfectly satisfied Henry, who 
thereupon restored all his estates to Earl 
Richard, and went into the kingdom of 
Ireland in person, at the head of his^anny^ 
to receive the homage of his new subjects ; 
and after appointing Richard, Chief Jastice 
of the kingdom, settling some lands t^on 
the English adventurers, wd other acts 
of government, returned in triumph to his 
old dominions. 

These are the exploits which laid the 
foundation of the enti^ ^reduction of Ire*- 
land, though a great many year^ inters 
vened, and whole rivers of blood were 
ihed, before this jewel was coibpletdljr 
annexed to the British diadem. '^.Z • -^ 

But to return from this excursioii«*^The 
castle of Tunbridge passed frmi the before- 
mentioned Richard, Earl of Hertford, to^ 
two of hissons^ Gilbert* and Roger t in* 

♦ Gilbert gave the church of Tunbridge to the 
Cluniac» Monks pf Lewes 5 fltnd probabh by ^ay of 
recotnpewse, appropriated StSMowne charch io tho 

HospiiAllen. 

i- Boger gate a bock annually out of his forest 
at Tunbridge* to il|e Monks <^ St. Augustine at 
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'flucce«6ioa, ;!a^d %o0i Roger tor kk son 
Richard, at whose deaths it devolved to 
Gilbert, the fifst. Earl of Gkmcegter of 
thi%family, and oj^ofithe noble. cdiaBipiDnB 
$jr liberty against King'. J/ohiu 

, In this icivil war, tfa^ caatlo of Tuateidge 
wafi) taken* frona Crilb^t^ bj iFowlfles de 
Br^itft^uli ttuercenary coinnmii^er: in the 
kin|^*6 ^riHy, and i^he ^aidMJkuMidf was 
^i^orw^arda titbep |>rboiier> fife tikQ^aCfle of 
l^ilieoli)^ J\f }ii8.fiilher-ifi-4aii^ the:'£arl of 
Pembroke; but recovered hiaiitterty^ and 
I^tA 1^1} hi?: >^tate$ fflftored- ito hiia a^stio, 
at, tbfi Qdtabliidhinenf fcdf |ieaee: b^iveta 
IJ(eni7 III. anfj^iFdrinceXpins i6f Fcan^. 
- .U|pon tb0 dwth -of thfe Oabferty Jiemy 
i|^e4 th^ ivai^hip ;of the young learl, and, 
during his mmoferitj^ loomitiitted tike^^cne ot 
Tuituddgft^astfe to:iiiB dwowhe Ik^ de 
Biirfth^? .fTte. J^oMnqhcip .of Canlieriiaiy 
i^op.tbisih^fettoeld.td qotnrt, andialtedgifif 
tbat Gilbert had died in hia beniage, . de- 
manded the custody of Tunbridge, -ai 

Oanterbory.' It Vai liivb Roger t>h At begun the <!♦«- 
pates i^ith «be ArehMlk^s^ Syin^fuiiftg to tfo Aoin« 
age in 1151, to Thomas a Backet, for Ite catftie 
Bi^d territory of Tunbridge. 

.Dugdale*« fiaroaetage* Vbl, I, f • SUf. 
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belou^iii^ to the arrchiepificopal see; but 
Henry, msisthtg' upon Ms prerc^tive to 
dispose of earls and barons during the 
minority, supported his minister. Upoif 
this, the ' archbishop thundered Out the 
anat^ma's of tlie church against all that 
had entered upon the eistate^ and all (the 
king alone excepted) M^lio should converse 
mth them ; then hafiPtened away to Roitiej 
to seek that redress which was denied hint 
here. The pope, after .^^tending to hear 
the cause, gave judgment against the fciiig,- 
and the exulting prelate wa»TCtUirnfng in 
triuflijaii^ to take poxse^sion^of this subject 
of fierce eonteiition,^ wh^ death -stopped 
him in the way J: "tlris-evetit occasioned the 
castle's eontinaing'ai4$ the king had'disposed 
of it, tai the tniRor,' iBferf Richard the 
fourti, ^arriired tdyekrs of lAlitArily : wfeert 
tltas^aai>rel'Wfth the an^Mbfihdps wtts ad- 
justed to ihe 'entire satisfaction 'of all 
parties, after it^had' subsisted 'an hundred 
year 8< . - '* ■ ' ' ' \ ' ' * 

Henry HI. granfted this Earl Richard d 
license to waB tod embattle the Town* of 
TujiWidge irf^afihariiler"the moist useful^ 
both to- annoy dii^«emy, and shield tfie 
defendfults ; btit it ' doe^ hot' ^ipj^ar tb&t 
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tfijs work wa8 ever carried into execation ; 
and it is probable that it wa^ prevented hj 
the civil war, which broke out soon after 
this license wasi granted. . 

fllchard <Jjing, July 14, 1262, T«abridge 
descended to, Gilbert the Red, who imioe- 
diatelj repaired to Ifenty III«, at Guienne^ 
to obtain the investure c^ his father's in- 
heritance; a piece of justice which the 
king, who was jealous of this young lord's 
designs, reluctantly granted, after receiv- 
ing a considerable present. 

Gilbert, however, . soon amply rev^aged 
himself upon the king; for immediateJy 
on his return to England, in conformity to 
his father's last injuoetions, he joined 
iLeicester in open rebellion against Henry, 
In consequence of which, the king^ a. little 
before the battle of Lewes, having, burnt 
the city of R0«hester^ turned his.iun»s 
against this castle, and took it by surprise. 
Henry here found the Ooitfitessof Glouces- 
ter^ and several other eminent peirsons, 
whom he thought pumper iwtantljr to 
restore to their liber;^ ^gpiu^ but strong- 
ly garrkoned the castle, n^ch h<». t^ept 
till after his defeat ati|Le«fes, when hip^el^ 
his son^ aodhis Iniotlier wwe tak^p prifioa- 
ers. 
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The Ckui of Gliweester had u~ |*ineipid 



command in the rebel army at tlus %ii 
battle, wheii he took the king^s ^rotiier 
the kiog of the Romans^ with hh own. 
hand ; but afterwards, becoming suspicioua 
of the Earl of Lteicester^s intentidnB, this* * 
earlhavhig^'phiced himself at th^ head tif 
government, and apparently designed -to 
keep there, he became reconciled to * the * 
king, procnred the escap6 of the iiirii}ce, 
and, having obtained fW>m jonng Edward / 
the most solemn assurance of his intent&nl 
in fcitare to govern according to the laws^ 
waa a chief instrument in restormg his 
father to the throne. 

Gilbert after this had some little quarrek ^ 
with the king, but in the end becuie a. 
fikithfttl subject to Henry, and, haVii^ con* 
tr^ted th^ sincerest friendship for Prince 
Edwatd, never departed from his loyalty^ 
but was <Hie at the first to jnroclaim Edward 
I. on the death of his &ther: uid most 
nobly eirterlained him with his whofe r^* 
iiiue, for s^eral days togelh^, at Tun* 
faiidge ^astle, on hid return from the Holy* 
kmdy t6 tdie possession of the throne of his 
ancestora* 

Tki«mi tMUg div^roed fiom Us first 

A 
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wife, became 'atnbitiovs of mattylng the 
jdsg*8 daughter, Joan of Acre, and, to 
induce his majesty to grant this reqtiest, 
gave up his castle of Tunbridge, and all 
his other yery large possessions into the 
lung'p hands ^ whereupon he was 'married 
to the princess, and Edward restored back 
fdl his estates, and settled them upon her, 
..fUtid the issue of her body for ever. 

Gilbert lived with this princess about 
aixy^ars, and dying in 1293, left her a 
widow with one son and three daughters. 
The. princess, however,4i4 not remain long 
in a state of widowhood, but failing des* 
perately in love with a plain countrj 
squire, called Ralph de Monthermer, or 
Mortimer, she clandestinely matched her* 
self to him, and soon after sent hitn from 
Tunbridge to the king, to recerve knight- 
hood. But Edward discovering the mar- 
Iriage was highly incensed, and net only 
aent Monthermer into close emfinement at 
Bristol, but seized on aU the princess's 
imitates, and declared he would never par^ 
Ami this meaness in his daug liter. However) 
through the mediation of the Bishop of 
Durham, the king was brought ta see and 
4^ forgive the pmcess ^ mtd^ 'li' leftgUb 
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not onlj to.permither kusband to live with 
her, but in a short time to approve of the ' 
iBsitcfa,. and even to love him as his owflT' 
son*. < ^ * 

This princess died in 1307, and her soii* 
by the £arl. of Gloucester,' was shin in the 
S4th year of. his age, at the battle of Ban** 
nocksbume, in Scotland, by whicU'accident 
tAis castle devolved to one of the daugfa-* 
tersf; and thus by marriage passed tO/ 
A9<Uejr, (in. her righO Sari of GloucQstcSr ; 
ajHL be leaifiiig. qo sons^ went n^ith bis 
4A9el^terto Balph, Earl of Stafford, whoi 
h»^ a cQns|dls^li»pfyrliii all.th^wars ofthat 
hffkye Piiii^e, Ed^ai:d "lH^t and. dying ia 
1373, wa^l^urJi^diatTunbridge. ThisettEate. 
contipMdd "wf^ih his des^ndant^, who be* 
came PiA^ of Budhfingh^Qli till the xeiga. 

^ Ralph 6e Ifosthermer was soon after this recon* 
ciliation iamtnohed to parliament by the tiflie of 
Bar] of Gloucester and Hertford, which titles he bore 
till hil soo-in-law Gilbert de Clare came of age % af- 
ter which 9 be waa t ummoiied to the fucceediag par- 
liameiit as Lord Moathermer-only. He had two 
soM by the pruKcesSk one of whtcb left a daughter, 
who was laarried to Joha Montage, Earl ofBaluh 
bary, from whom the late Duke of Monlagse, the 
Dokeof M^ehester^ and the Earls of Saadwkh^ 
Halifai(»^. derived their origioaL 

f Margaret the second daugbtar* who was..firgi 
married to Pierce Gavestoo, 
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of Hemy VIII.> %ttt Oien^ by the^Mcrificv 
of Duke Edward to the rapacious and in- 
mtiable ambition of Cardinal Woolsey in 
1521, it came to the crown*; from, which 
time it has gradually mouldered away to 
its present ruinous condition, in which it 
ean only serve as a subject of reflection to 
those contemplatists who are disposed to 
moralize upon the fraflty and mutability of 
'earthly things. 

In times a little nearer approaching to 
our own, this town has been usefully en« 
dowed with a very good firee-«chool, buih 
and given by Sir An^w Judd, who was 
liord Mayor of London in 155L Sir 
Andrew appointed the Compaify bf SIdn« 
. ners for flie time being, ^e standing 
trustees'of tlusnoUe charity, a duty which, 
in all ages since, th^ have so generoiisly 
discharge^ as not only to justii^ his choice, 

* Qoeea Eiinbeth gave this csftHe to iter kini* 
tQ«D» Hairy Carey* Lord Huntdon, and hi« •on 
George settled it ta marriage with his dauj^hter, »p- 
on Thomast Lord Berkeley, who aiiaaaled it to Sir 
John Keaaedy, and thus it came into private baiids i 
hat '. it does net appear ever to have been' iiihahited 
sinee the fall of the Duke of Bud^iaghmm a» ia ^ 
text. The kte proprietor was Joha Hooker, Ea)** 
who.buiH a maasion adjoiaing the castle* and there 
resided* as does ■ y , '. Woo<%ate, £8^« the prcfleaC 
proprietor. 



d by Google 



but Mso U> encourage all judbioiis men to 
imitate bis exMBpjb ia ererj work of pii)^ 
perpetmil charity. 

TUur town was oQce 8q considemblfe ai 
to wmd burgeiBes toparliaipent ; atpreaent 
it giyes title of Via^ount to the Earl of 
Roi^dford ; and bcup ^ g^ood Hiarket on SV}* 
dajs, for corn and meat ; silso a market of 
later establishment, on the first Tuesday 
in eveiy month, for all kind of cattle, and 
three &irs in a year. The present church 
\ U a l|aBdp<»sie modern struetiue^i and there 
are p^id to be sonpke good ^nonumeata in it^ 
partieularjy of the Stafford family. 

Since the year 1740, the river Medwajr . 
has been made navigable from Mai48tone 
to Timbridge, which has so much increased 
ite ti»de, that it is now in a most flourish* 
ing condition, there being several ver^ 
subataitfiaj: tradesmen there; and a great 
maviy good houses have lately been erected 
in atligr gentlemen who have fixed upon 
ISm jtpwa as their' place of residence. 

In jthe jsaar 1775, the aacieni stone 
bridge <Jter the river Medway, in Tun^ 
JHridge: tqwn, be^lg in 'a decayed and 
dangerenB state, was pulled down, and a 
temporavy one of Jirood ^rect^ near i^ 
b3 



d by Google 



If 4 TUNBRID6B-W£I«L8* 



trtiilBt a new «l#iie oiMT wub built on the 
fiNUidiltJan of tile old one^ -ttfter a * design 
of Mr. Milne's, and erected by Pmdar, of 
Blackfriars. The first stmi^- wite laid in 
Aogust, 1775, and it waa fiiddied about 
^Caster f<^owing< The coat ww at the 
cxpaneef of the county, «id wbb estioiated 
it aboat J^IOW. . 

SEVENaAKS: 

Sevenoaks, vulgarly called Se'noak} k ft 
. good market town, about six miles finihc^ 
on the I^pmlon road, and in the wiiok, 
near thirteen mil^ from Tunbridge-Wdk* 
This place is supposed to derive its name 
from sei^en oaks of an ea^traordinarf height 
that grew in <nr near the town whjsn. it was 
llrstbuilt. 

SevenoaicB ji& governed by two tmrdens 
and four assistants. There are serial 
good hoMses therein, and a .grofit number 
of genttemen's aeats in the eonatrf rouiid 
k^ but it is chiefly remariMUe Ibr the 
grateful charity of. Sir William SeveaMk, 
liordMayor of Load^^iv ii^ th^ y^ar 1419, 
who was a foundling, ia. this plMi^ ^^ 
iwheneci he lod( his nam^^ -. 
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Sir William HM bmugfat op and appren* 
ticed at tlie eiLpmse^f Mr. Wiffiani Buin- 
sdied^ a dbarilaMe inbabitunt of this town ; 
andin rememi^em/ee of his preservatkHi, he 
built and endows thirteen almfi^houses 
for the maifit^naace of aged penons, and a 
school fyr the^educatic^i ol* poor children ;^ 
whicfa proper instanee. of generous grati* 
tude, . deserves to be handed down to pos- 
terity. 

Mr. John Pothyna, in the reign of King' 
Henry YIII*} was a great henefiietor to 
^his school i. and its rev^uie was fiirther 
augmented^ and all its litigated possessions 
quietij. established b^ Queen Elisabeth, 
from. whence it is called '^ Queen Elizabeth's 
free-fichoolr!' The boildoig,^ a& it noi# 
stands, was erected on the oldfoundationi 
in the year 1727. 

This town, (though it has for a long series 
ofyeais beeain its fnpesejit good condition^ 
and sorroond^d by nobility^ and g^ntiy, 
who h^ve many capital houses in the neigh* 
boiohoodj is iumam in the;natiMal histiny 
f^j^ Ml account of a battle that waa fongjht 
hew in the reign of .Homy VI*, bttweea 
a pait <^ti^ king's fercea and Jack Cade« 

Jiwk Cade, haying bean initract^ to 
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agsume the name of Mortkner, in order* to 
feel tbw tlie |)ebpfe'» pnhe besft towwds 
that family, repair^ into Kent, and drew 
together a prodigious number of male-con- 
tents, wkh which he encamped' on Black- 
health ; but being met there by the king in 
person, at the head of fifteen thousand re- 
gulars, he thought proper to draw back 
into a wood near Sevenoaks; Henry un- 
happijly imagining from this retreat, timf 
the rebek :were dispersed, scbt a detach- 
ment -ofhk army after their leader, iinder 
the command of Sir Humphrey Stafford, 
which detachment, unwaniy falling into 
an ambuscade near this tovn, was entirely 
eut to pieces, Sir Humphrey and his' brother 
being slain on the field of battle. 

Upon, this success, Cade immedmtely 
marched up to London, the king was 
kurried away to Kenilworth castle, and 
the city, 'in her first consternation, opened 
ber g^t4» to the insurgents; but the 
titifsens, in a few days repenting of Ais 
fdse step; tdok <he j^rst oppoitunity to 
akot them out again, wbi^h oeeamoned a 
long ^bt betwixt them and Oade, that 
terminated at nigkt only in a cessatiM of 
ftrms ; and at lengtb, % « ■dfrioe-fiMi'the 
Archbishop of CaatiH*bttryi in tb^ total dis« 
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persion of the rebels, and tlie deatii of their 
leader, who was soon after dain \}y Iden^ 
at that time sheriff of the countj. 

PRESENT STATB OF SEVENOAKS. 

>, , ■ . ■, • . ■ 

The paridi of Sevenoaks isf divided into 
three dfetricts :«<*tfae Town4M)r0ngh, River- 
head, and the Weald. 

'ne town is pleasantly situated on that 
great rid^ of hflls which runs aeross the 
coimtiy, and divide the Upland from the 
Weald, or soathem district of it. ~ 
. It is a popvilons wdl-bnilt town, having 
(among other gentlemen's houses in it) at . 
the southern extremity, a handscmie seat, 
whidi has been tat many years the resU 
d»ice of the fiimily of Lambard; and ia 
now in the possession of Multon Lambard^ 
Esq., a descendant of the fiimoas peramlm- 
lator. In the middle of the High-street, 
is the house of Mr. Francis Austen, who 
resides in it • and about the centre of the 
town is the large ancient market-place, in 
which the market is held weekly, on a 
Saturday, and where the' business of the 
assizes, when held at Sevenoaks, (as they 
were several times in the rei^ of Queen 
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Elizat^eth, in the year before the .death of 
King. Charles I*, and once since) has beeu 
usually transacted. The town here divides 
into two streets ; at the end of that to the 
north-east*) is a large house, lately the seat 
of Sir Harry Farmer, the hall and salooa 
of which, are large and elegant, particidariy 
the latter, wJlich is very ricUy fiirmshed. 
Beyond this is a handaome plain, called 
<^<Sevttioa]&*Yme/' af^mpriated tocriotet« 
ings, and sudip<like.dr«€raioiis, lor |]» gen* 
tkmeii of tbe.cqfui^^ At a small distance 
further, iithe seat oCthe late Sir Miiltoa 
iMtmbardi mom the. residence of bif widow, 
liady Lambani; beyond which is a. com* 
mon, called ^^GalfewsrComiaon,'' from the 
public execution of eriminala there, when 
the assizes. were, held as above : and'a Uttle 
further ase the remains of the suppressed 
ho^ftal of 8t John ; a sinafl distaiice firom 
the east of which are the curious 

belonging to, and carried qn by. Mr; Peter 
Nouaille. The other street towards th» 
Mortb-west, leads to 

RIVERHEAD^ 
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A Hamlet situated about a mile from the 
town of Sevenbaks, in which there was an 
ancient mansion called " Brook's-place,** 
supposed to have been bulk by one of the 
family of Colepepper, out of the materiaJ* 
taken from the neiglibouring hospital of 
St. John. It afterwards came into the 
possession of tlie family of Amherst ; — and 
the present Lord Amherst formerly resided 
here, till he built his seat at Montreal, 
when this was pulled down. 

MONTREAL. 

An elegant mansion, built of fine stonep 
pleasantly situate about a mile from River- 
head, near 'the road leading from thence to 
Westerham, and into part of Surry, be- 
longing to Lord^Ailiherst, who erected this^ 
house soon after his return from America^ 
for bis entire residence,, naming it Montreal, 
in remembrance of his great success in 
taking that city in Canada. 

The victorious' achievements of the 
^ittsh fcreea in North America^ during 
Sir. Jefftty Amherst's continuing there, 
cannot be better sumiBied up, than by giv« 
ing two of the inser^ons on an obelisk 
in tihe sroHiid» of Utf lMl<«t JtfMtreia. 
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LOUISBURGH 

Surrendered,, aad six French Battalloiur 

prisoners of War, 3dth July, 1758. 

^ FORT DV QUESNi: 

Taken possession of, 21th of November, 1758. 

Niagara 

. Surrendered, 25tli July, 1759. 

TICONDEROGA 

Taken possession of, a6th of July, 1759. 

CROWN.POINT 
Taken possession of 24th of Auj^ust, 1759. 

QUEBEC 
Capitulated, the X8th qf September, 1751). 



Ontheciher, 

FORT^LEVI 
Snrrehdered, 25th of August^ 17Wr 

ISLE AU NOIX 
Abandoned, 28th of Au^st^ ITdO. 
' MONTREAL 

Surrendered, aind with it all Cakai^A ; aiid tea 
French Battati<ni»laid down th«ir Af8i8| 

8^ of Se^mbisr,'170O* 
ST. JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAKDi 
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CHEVEN^^G, 

Situate al^ut four miles from Sevenoaks^ 
belonging to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Stan- 
hope; is an elegant seat, a full vie\r of 
"which may be seen on the right as you 
descend Madan^s-Court-Hill, in coming 
from London, which likewise commands a 
fine view of Montreal, and several other 
neighbouring seats. 

This seat very early belonged to a family 
of the same name ; and from them^ in the 
reign of King Henry VI. passed the Isleys ; 
and from them, in the thirty-fiflh of King 
Henry VIII. to John Leanard, Esq., w1k» 
\fM sheriff of Kent the I2ih of Queen Elisor 
beth*. About the 14th of James !•, it was 
rebuilt by Richard Lennard, Lord Daer^ 
on a plaii of Inigo Jone% whose deseenp^ 
dants the Lady Barbara and Lady Anne, 
daughters and co-heiresses of Thomas 
Lennard, Earl of Sussex, sold it in 1717, 
to Major General James Stanhope, grand- 
son to Philip, first Earl of Chesterfield, 
who feUowing a wlitary life, roee by de- 

* SM^Hasled's Hitt of KenU 
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grees to the highest honours in it. In 1708, 
being declared commander in chief of the 
British forces in Spain, he reduced the 
castle of St. Philip, and the celebrated 
port of Mahon, in the island of Minorca ; 
and in 1710, the signal victory of Almenara 
was owing to his prudence and valour. On 
the accession of George I. he was sworn of 
the privy council, &c.; in April 1717, 
constituted first commissioner of the treas- 
ury, and chancellor of the exchequer ; an4 
on July following, was promoted to the 
dignity of Lord Viscount Stanhope, of 
Mahon, in the island of Minorca. He died 
on February 5, 17«1, and Philip, the 
eldest son, is the present Earl Stanhope, 
who resides at Chevening, 'and has lately 
made very great improvements to the house 
and gardens. In this parish church are 
£ne tombs of the Lennard family. . 



BRADBOURN. 

An ancient seat, situated about a mil* 
jjiorth west of the town of Sevenoaks, be- 
lofi^ing to Sir Richard Betten3on^ Bart* 
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This estate had orig;inallj the same on^ners 
as Knowle, till it was passed awaj in the 
reign of King Edward III. to Walter de 
Pevenley, ^yho very probably first erected 
this mansion. In the reign nf Henry VI, 
it succeeded to the possession of a fiiniily 
of the Ashes^ who rebuilt a great part of 
the ancient fabric, as appears by their arips 
in several of the windows. After this estate 
had remained some generations in this 
&mily, it became part of the possession 
of the family of Isley, in which it remain- . 
ed till Sir Henry Isley exchanged it with- 
King Henry YIII. It is supposed to have 
remained with the crown till the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, when it bacame the pro* 
perty of Sir Ralph Bosville, Knt., one of 
which &mily afterwards rebuilt the mansion 
house of Bradbourn about the year 175Q, 
as it now remains; and dying in 1761, 
unmarried, bequeathed this estate to his 
kinsman Richard, only son and heir of Sir 
Edward Bettenson, Bart., who succeeded 
his &ther in the title of baronet, in I76S, 
and in 1765, served th^ office of high 
sheriff of this county. It now- belongs t# 
Thomas Lane, Esq«. 
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KEPINGTON. 

A seat late belongifig to Sir Charles 
Parnaby, Bart., but now the property and 
residence of Francis Motley Austen, Esq. j 
situate about a mile from Se^enoaks, on a 
pleasant eminence, commanding seTeral 
fine prospects, and leaving a full view of 
Sevenoaks town. 

This estate formerly belonged to i 
younger branch of the family of Cobham; 
it next went in marriage, in the reign of 
Henry YIII., to Sir Edward Borough, 
Knt. It passed through several other 
hands till the reign of Charles I., when it 
was conveyed to Mr. Thomas Famaby, 
one of the modt eminent schoolmasters of 
that time. He was an excelleat scholar, 
so famous in his teaching, IliAt more em« 
inent men in church and state issued thence, 
than from any other school taught by one 
man in England. He removed from Lon- 
don, (where be had upwards of three 
hundred noblemen and others under his 
care,) to Sevenoaks, in 1636 ; taught with 
great esteem, grew rich, and purchased 
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estates here, and at other places. He died ' 
in 1647^ when his eldest^ sdn, Francis 
Farnaby, Esq.^ succeeded to this estate ; 
at whose death, his eldest son, Charles 
Farnabj, succeeded his father at Keping^- 
ton; who, in the second year of King 
George I., was knighted ; in the sixth of 
that reign was sheriff of this county ; and 
in July, 1726, advanced to the dignity of 
a baronet. He left one son, Thomas, his 
successor in the title and estate, and two 
daughters; Sarah, (who married Sir Sid- 
ney Stafford Smythe, Knt., late lord chief 
baron of his majesty's court of exchequer,) 
and Elizabeth. 

Sir Thomas Famaby, Bart,, his only 
son, died in 1760, leaving issue, three sons 
and one daughter ; Sir Charles Farnaby, 
the eldest son, is the present Baronet, who 
was first chosen a member for this county, 
and afterwards a member for Hythe. H^ 
has within these few years rebuilt thi^ 
•eat. 



WILDERNESS. 

A seat belonging to John Pratt, E^f^^ 
ft3 
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fiKmevljF: called ^1SiidttIfeVPl9€<s'^ »bout 
Hkt^ mles. from Sevenoaks, in the road 
If adtRg to Wr^ttaift and Maid^oae^ sit- 
uate in Se«4 pamk; which Robert df 
Stidulfe is mentioned in ancient de^^ 
ifithout date, to hikye held with much other 
bifid in Seal. From this fitmilj it was 
cODYeyed about the 11th of Henry VI. to 
WiUiam Quintin ; it next passed. to Rich- 
ard Theobald,, secondary of Queen Eliaa^ 
helh's remembrancer in the exchequer ; it 
was afterwards sold in the reigQ of Kii^ 
Charles II. to Sir Charles Bickerstaffe^ 
who changed the name of it to Wilderness. 
At his death it was sold to John Pratt, 
Esq., sergeant at law, who, on November 
15, 1714, was appointed one of the jufitiee» 
gf the court of king's-bench^ and knig^ed ; 
after that, one of the lords ccHnmissipiierf 
for the custody of the great seal, aadia 
1718, lord chief justice of th# cwrt of 
hjng's be^ch. His grandson, John Vr^i^ 
Esq., was the next possessor, who resided 
there, and at Bayham- Abbey ajtemately, 
as does also the present possessor, the Esfl 
of Camden, who has kteljp enclosed into a 
parkf the pouQdi belon^g to it. 
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GROVE. 



The beautiful and picturesque seat of 
Mrs. Hardinge, (relict of Nicholas Har*- 
dinge, Esq., secretary to the treasury, and 
sister to Lord Camden) is close to Wilder- 
ness park. 



OTPORD. 

A village near Sevenoaks, which, though 
wide of our intended description, being of 
great antiquity, we shall give a short ac^ 
count of it. 

The Archbishops of Canterbury had from 
the earliest account, a house or palace here, 
in wluch they resided from time to4ime, as 
appears from their frequent mandates, da* 
ted from their manor house at Otford. 
Arehbidiop Winchester died here, in the 
«xthyear of King Edward IL 1313. 

Archbidiop Dean^ in the reign of King 
Henry Till., 'rebuilt great part of this 
kooBo; and Archbishop Wareham, hisim- 
inadiate iuccMsorjt thinking thehousa Um 
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mean for his residence, rebuilt the whole 
of it, excepting the hall and chapel, at tht 
expense of 33,000/,— a large sum at that 
time, ^ 

There are but small remains left of this 
•tatelj palace, for such it must have been. 
It was Situated at a ^ small distance fi'om, 
and facing the south part of Otford village. 
There is a wall and two towers, part of 
the outer court remaining entire. Of the 
palace itself, nothing is left but a vast heap 
of rubbish and foundation, which covers an 
acre of ground. The spring of water which 
supplied the palace, is called " St. Thomas's 
Well," from the tradition, that Archbishop 
Becket, finding the house wanting a fit 
spring to water it, struck his staff into the 
dry ground, and that water iramediatel/ 
appeared where this w^ell is. 

Ancient history makes mention of two 
famous battle^^ fought at Otford, one of 
which happened among the Saxons them- 
selves, contending for glory and supreme 
sovereignty ; the other between the Danes 
and Saxons, for their lands, lives, and • 
liberties. 

The ficat of which was fought Jn 773, 
between Offii^ KingofMercia, and Adri^ 
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King of Kent, when Ofik gained die vic- 
tory, yet not without great slaughter on 
both sides. The other battle was fought 
i» 1316, between King Edmund, sumamed 
Ironsides, and Canute, the Danish SLing. 

The fields here are full of the remains 
of those slain in battle; bones are con- 
discovered in theni, particnlarly 
:n^n ?tunipike-road which lead*- 
Asfinrd-tfaroiigh Otford to Seven* 
wideneditt-lTdT, many skeletons 
I in the chalk«cliffs on eadi side 




liMH his B field m this parusl^ ' 
e-Field,*' which most, pro*^ 
ih^ spot on^ which the last* 
od . .Imtlie with &a Daaeik w^. ' 



KNOWLE. 

''^Mrle stknds ata small distance finboi' 
l;. .a pleasant road leadis to. i£* 
rlfatepark, finmi Seveiidaks-Common^ ' 
^ mile from that town, on the road leading 
^oTiuibridge; and has been a remarkable * 
seat almost frdm the days of William the 
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Conqueror. After passing thraugli manj 
illustrious families, it descended bj marriage 
to Sir William Fiennes, by who^e son it 
was sold to Boudhier, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. . This prelate, annexed it to the 
archiepiscopal see, and rebuilt the house in 
a magnificent manner; and his successors 
afterwards much improved and augmented 
this nobie mansion, which continued with 
them till the 29th year of King Heniy 
VIII., i^hen Cranm^r observing that its 
grandeur excited the jealousy and envy of 
the nobility, exchanged it with the crown, 
ms he did also the sumptuous palace at 
Otford, built by Archbishop Wareham^ 
his immediate predecessor, at the consider^ 
able- expense before mentioned. 

Knowle continued with the crown till 
the second year of Edward VI., when he 
granted it to his uncle, the Duke of Somer- 
set, on whose attainder it again reverted to 
the king, and by him was given to Somer- 
set's enemy, the ambitious Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, on whose execution it retiirn- 
«4 once more to the crown, and was bj 
Queen Mary granted to Cardinal JPoolefor 
Jhrs lifi?, and one year afterwards. When 
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this ^rant was expired, Queen Elizabeth 
gave it to her favourite Dudley, Earl of 
Leicester, who, in the same year, resigned 
it back again into her Majesty's hands ; 
whereupon she first leased it to JFohn 
Lennard, of Chevening, Esq., who* trans- 
ferred it to bis eldest son, Sampson Len- 
nard, Esq., who resided here till about tht 
third year of the reign of King^Ja'mes I.| 
when the lease expired ; and then this seat 
became vested in Thomas Sackville, Lord 
Buckhurst, afterwards Earl of Dorset, and 
then lord treasurer to the queen, to whom 
the reversion and fee-simple of these prem- 
ises had been granted by Queen Elizabeth, 
in the eighth year of her rei^n, soon after 
the Earl of Leicester's surrender of his 
grant to her, as before mentioned. Thii 
nobleman beautified the old building, made 
some expensive additions to it, and left it 
in good <»rder to his successors. 

His grandson, Richard, £arl of Dorset, 
about the year 1612, purchased the manor 
of Sevenoaksy with its appurtenances, of 
•Henry Carey, Lord Hunsdon. 

After which, this earl became so ex* 

• $€• Hftfted'ft Hist, gf Kent* 
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cessive in iiis . bounties, that he was ne- 
cessitated to sen the manor of Sevenoaksi 
the manfor, seat, and park of Knoirle,.&c.| 
to Mr. Henry Smith, citiaen and aldennan 
of Londwn; reserving^, however, to him- 
self and his heirs, a lease of :.them at an 
annual reserved rent* The said Henry 
Smith, Esq. being possessed of considerable 
estates, |)e, in 1620, conveyed several of 
them (an^ong which were those of Seven- 
oaks, &c.,) to Robert, Earl of Essex; 
Richard, Earl of Dorset, and othera; in 
whom he likewise vested his large personal 
property in trust, ' to pay him bOOL towards 
his living, and the residue to such charitable 
uses as be should appoint by wiU. 

After his death, in the year 1641, the 
Earl of Essex, anddther the then sorvivinf 
trustees, by deed enrolled in chancery, 
allotted the rent of Knowle manor, house^ 
and park, (then let to the Earl of Dmset, 
at 100/. per annum,) to be yearly distribu- 
ted to five sereral parishes in Smry ; and 
the vents of other manors and kiids thei 
let to that Earl, distributed m msmeal 
other parities, Suicewhi^h, Ihese psem- 
ises have continued with the descendmats of 
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the Earl of Dorset, to his Grace^ John 
Sackville, Duke , of Dorset, the preseiit 
possessor of them. 

The late Duke of Dorset very much 
improved, and made a noble seat of this 
venerable mansion, which his grace had 
chosen for the prkicipal place of his resi- 
dence in the country. ' 

This fine old mansion stands io the midst 
of an extensive park, beautified with a 
great number of very large beech trees^ 
and covered with as fine a turf as any in 
the world. The park is well stocked with 
d^er, and all sorts of game ; and there is 
a little gothic hermitage in k, at a small 
distance from the house, which is a great 
curiosity in itself, besides a variety of 
micomnion birds, &c. that al-e kept there^ 
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A List of the Pictures 

AT 

KNOWLK 

BltOWK GALLERY. 

A- MISER, bjr QuiMin Matsys. 
George Villars, Duke of Buckingham, bj 

Cornelius Janssan. 
Sir George Villars, his &ther, by ditto. 
Archbishop Bancroft. 
General Davies, by William Dcbson. 
Two ladies' heads. 

Two children of the Cranfield family. 
Sir Henry Neville, and Lady Maiy'. 
Silenus, by Peter Paul Rubens, 
Two daughters of Richard Sackville, Earl 

of Dorset. 
Lord Chief Baron Lant. 
Carey, Earl of Hunsdon, the &ther and ««• 
SirKenelm Digby, (acc^y) by Gaudt. 
Elizabeth Vace Aipe||^. 
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A head of fidward, Earl of Doiiel. 

A woman's head. « . ' • ' 

Lionel Cranfield, Earl of Middlesex, and 

his daughter. 
Old Earl of Worcester. 
A Spanish piece. 

HORN 6ALLEBT. 

Martin Luther, Melanchton, and Erasmus. ' 

* Pomeranus Rodolphs, by Holbiens, 
Illustrious hedds in tibe time of Henrj YIII. 
Queen Mary. 

Queen Elizabeth. 
King Henry VIII. 

* Queen Anne BuUen. 
King James I. 
Edward VI. 

fPANGLEB BED ROOM. 

Sir Walter Raleigh and Lady. 

nRBSSING ROOM. 

* Tlie story of the Maccabees, by Vandyke. 
Medea and Jason, by TiHtm. 

Mrs. Sackville, Iqr Sir Peter. Ldljf. 
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Countess •f ShrewsbviT. 

Dutchess of York. 

DRESSING ROOM TO THE SPANGLR9 
ROOM. 

* Asleeping Venus with Cupid, by Corregio. 

* Mrs. Stewa'rt, afterwards Dutchess of 
Richmond, by Lelj/. 

« Mr. Wmrnoton, ft Chiiieitf, bjr Sir Jmhm 
.Reynold. 

*' A Dntch conTerantkiifliece) bjr HernMri. 
f A Madona, with a Bambino, by CL Dokx. 

* Emperor, Charles V„ by CSraM. 

The Angel releasing St. Peter, by Treaismd, 

* Francis Hals, the painter^ by hfOM^ 

* Abraham entertaining the Awgrfii bf 
Guerdno. 

* Francis I. and his Queen. 

* Two landscapes. 

One ditto, by Salvaior Rosa. 
Vandyke, and the Earl of GpwraBi bis 
fether-in-law, by Vandi/ke. 

BILttARD ROOIB. 

A head of OliTerCromwell^ by R. WOcer. 
Democritus and H«racUtU8, by MignmA 
Act;son am} CUtisto, by Titkm. 
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James Cranfield, Earl of MicldleseX)' and 

his sister. 
A head of Edward, Earl of Dorset, by 

Vandi/ke, 

* A Salutation, by RembrandL 

Prince Palatine of the Rhine, his wife, and 
two daughters, by Ijucas de Heem, 

King and Queen of Spain, by Sir A. More. 

Duke d'Epemon. 

Venetian Ambassador, by Cornelius Janssan. 

A head of Mr. Brett, by ditto. 

A head of Ann, daughter of Geo. Clifford j 
Earl of Cumberland ; and the wife of 
Richard, Earl of Dorset 

Countess of Middlesex. 

Earl of Middlesex. 

Lady Monmouth. 

Sir Ralph Bosville. 

* JLord Chancellor Somers, by Sir Godfrey 
Kneller. 

Sir John Suckling. 

Prince Henry. 

King James I., by Daniel My tens* 

James, Marquis of Hamilton, by Vandyke. 

Lionel, Lord Buckhurst, and Lady Mary 

Sackville, hid sister, by Sir Godfrey 

jKkeller. * 
The Arts and Sciences, by Georgio Vasaru 
T 3 
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)U>l)errSi|ckviUe, Earl of Doraet 

' VENETIAN BOOH. 

TheGodofSUencc, (a copy from Schtatone) 

by CartezorigkL 
Xady Hume. 
Holy Pamiiy, ' . 

DtNI1!irG ROOM tO DITTO^ 

liion^l, Duke of Dorset. 
' Lord Middlesex. 
Ijiside of a ckurch at Antwerp. 
Titian^s wife going to poison his mistress 
by Titian. - 

* A painter's gallery, by J. B, Franks. 
A ferm yari, by Hondekoeter. 

* A landscape, by Salvador Rqs^. 

* A bauiditti, by ditto. 

A scene in the coal mines, 

* A woman at cards. 

* A battle, by Bourguignon. 

* Sir Thoma« More, by Jlolbiens. 

* Lord Shs^ftsbury, by JRiley. 

* A hiiidacap^ l^y Berchem. 

A masquerade, by JRao/a Varon^te. 

* Madam Dalwick, sister to the Dutckett 
pf Dorset 
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* A candle-light piece, by Schalcken. 
A woman with a skuU, by Ekheimer. 

BALL ROOM. 

A whole length of Mrs. Abingdon/ by Sir 

Joshua Reynolds. 
John Frederick Sackville, Duke of Dorset, 

by ditto. 
Lionel, Duke of Dorset/ by Sir G. KnelUr. 
Charles, fiarl of Dorset, by ditto. ' 
A head of Richard, Earl of Dorset. 
Dutchess of Dorset, by Hudson. « 

* Another Richard and l\is wife, by My tern. 

* Countess of Middlesex. 
Earl of Middlesex. 
Thomas, Earl of Dorset. 

Edward, Earl of Dorset, by Vandyke. 

* His Countess, by Mytens. 
Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. 

* A prospect of Dover Castle; with tht 
procession of Lionel, Duke of Doraet| 
Lord Warden, in his return to the 
castle. 

TBB CHia^PBL. 

Ecce Homo. 

The scourging* 

Our blessed Saviour walking on the seai 
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LOWER CUAPEL. 

The Apostles composing the Creed; done 

in the school of liaphael. 
Two Madonas. 

db!)iwing room. 

* St. Paul's head, by Rembrandt. 

* "Persian Sjbil, by Dominichino, 

* Count Ugolino, and his four sons, by 5/r 
Joshua Reynolds. 

* Sir Kenelm Digby, by Vandj/ke. 
Ortelius, by llcJbe'ms. 

Two Dutch figures, by Tcmers. 
The four seasons, by FUippo Laura. 

* Countess of Dorset, by Vandyhc. 

* Dutches.^ of Cleveland, by I.dif. 
Marriage of St. Catharine Judith, with 

Holofernes, by Ben-cmuio Garofah. 

Sir Theodore de Maherne. 

Rape of the wife of Hercules, by the Cen- 
taur Nessus, by Annib. Caracci^ ' 

Cupids, by N. Poussin. 
^ Flemish piece, .by Segen. 

A fancy piece, by TVoovermans. 

* A head of Raphael. 

* St John and a Lamb, hy Corregio. 



» 
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* A Madona, by Andrea del Scaio* . - 

* A landscape, by Berchani. 

* A Pieta, by Annib. Caracci. 

* A holy &mily, by Pietro PerugiuQ. 

CARTOOlf GAI^LEBY. 



* Six Cartoons, (copies) By Mytens. 

* Charles, Earl of Dorset. 

His Countes^ by Sir G. Kneller. . 

* Luoretia, by Gwido Bhem. 

* Thomas Howard, E«ii«f 8iirrf4 
James, Lior4 Northampton. 

* Thomas^ Earli^DorMrt^ by C Janssofu, 

king's bedchamber. 

Countess of Dorset^ (a copy) by Gouge. 
Mr. Crew. 

DINING PARLOUft* 

* The toking of Moses out of the Bulnisb- 
es, by Luca Jordemo. 

* Mr. Garrick, by Sir Joshua ReynoUs. 

* A collection of Poets, name on each. 
A small picture of King^ Richard II. 
Ditto of Thonue, Eari .of Dorset. 

* Df. Johnson, by St9 Jodma Reynolds. 
"^ Dr. Goldsmith, by ditto. 
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* Mr. Gaj. 

Sir Isaac Newton. 

* Corelli/ 

OVER THE CHIMNET* 

King Jame9, and Prince Henry. 

COLLONADE. 

* Two Lava tables, and a collection of fine 
Busts, with nsune on them. 

C^UARO BOOM. 

Louis XV. 

* <)yster8. 

The nativity, by Old PaJma. 

* The ruins of the amphitheatre at Rom^ 
in Mosaic. 

Mr. Betterton. 
A Magdalen, hjAWanL 
Major Maon. 

A view of the East-side of Knowlf^ 
A view of Sevenoaks town. 
_Two landscapes. - 
A small picture of Bettertom 
A boy of the Sackville family. 
The nativity, by Bossotk 
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Plundering a carrier's waggon, by Vander- 

velde. 
Hay, Earl of Carlisle. 
Two candle-light pieces^ opposite each 

other. 

* A view of Knowle, by P. Sandbj/. 
Lady Elizaibeth Germaine. 

Mrs. Margaret Wofiington. 

Two fiin-mounts : — One is the rape of tlie 

Sabine women ; the other, the Auroi*^ 

by Guido. 

BLUE ROOM. 

* A guardian angel leading a child t# 
Heaven, by P, Cortona. 

* A fine mare and groom, by Stubbs, 

* Beggar boys, by Sir Joshua Rej/nolds. 

* Cosmo, Duke of Tuscany, hj TinlorettL 
Two landscapes, by Claude Lorrain. 

* Three Cupids, by Parmigianp* 
Rocks, by Salvator Rosa, 

* A picture of Raphael. 

The Blessed Virgin teaching our Saviour 
to read, by Baroccio, 

* A head, by Guido. 

* A little boy canying a lamb, by Corregio. 

* A head of a poetess, by Dominichino. 
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* A fine Madona, by RaphmL 

* Tlie angel delivering St. Peter out of 
prison, by Teniers* 

* A Dutch wedding, by ditto. 

* A sea view, by Vandercelde. 

* A Magdalen with a cross, by Gnerem. 

* A fine head, by Carh Maratti. 

* A queen, by Rembrandt. 

* The flight into Egypt:— The landscape 
part by Paul Bnl, the figures by Mheii^ 
haimer. 

BOOBT BOOM. 

A Persian Sybil, by Ouercina, 
The Goddess JEgeria, to whom Numa 
Pbmpilius ofiered sacrifice. 



pr Those marked thus* are the most c< 
pieces. 
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There^ af« maiiy o&er seats in this neig^hp 
bourhood which do not come withih tfae 
limited extent of this little performance to 
be described, particularly the moat at 
Ighth^^, an ancient seat of the Selby 
family. Ighthanv^ourt, the seat of the 
James's family. St. Clare, the seat of 
William Evelyn, Esq., &c.' 

We must now again lead our traveller 
dn to Tunbridgfe town, where, on his entry, 
at that end, he will perceive Several gpod 
houses, one of which, a modern built hand- 
some brick house, belonging to George 
Children, Esq., is on the left hand^ and 
opposite to that is the 

FREE-SCHOOI.. 

» 

An ancient stone building given by Sir 
A. Judd, who appointed the. company of 
Skinners as trustees, &c., as before men- 
tioned. The present master is the Rev. 
Dr. Knpx, whose feme in literary produc- 
tions, will b^ revered in future, as in the 
present age. 

At about tjie middle of Tunbridge town, 
branches the turnpike-road leading td 
Mailsifmi^ Caat^bury, mvd Qi^or; and 



d by Google 



906 TUNBRIDOE-^WELLS' 

at about four miles distance is a. village 
eaUed 

"HADLOW," 

Afibrding nothing wortliy of description,- 
to the left of which, and at about a inll« 
distance, stands an ancient seat, called 

"OXEN-HEATH," 

Belonging to William Geary, Esq., se- 
cond son of Admiral Geaiy, (now-the onlj 
' surviving son) to whom the Kentish estate 
was left in his infancy, by his mother's half- 
brother, Leonard Bartholomew, Esq. This 
* gentleman, by clearing the grounds about 
the house, has laid it open to a fine pros- 
pect, which, added to the improvements 
he has made to the house, pleasure-ground^i 
&c., render it altogether a pleasing situa* 
tion. 

About two miles from Hadlow^. keeping 
the.same turnpike-road, on the left-hand, a 
stranger is ajg;reeably surprised with a view 
of 

YOfcES-PLACE, 

' Belonging' te^ and the residence of Wil* 
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liam Daniel Master, Esq. This sfeat, in 
the thirty-fifth of Henry VIII., was sold' to 
Sir Edmund Walsingham, of Scadberry, 
whose great grandson, Sir Thotnas WaU 
singham, married the widow of Nathaniel 
Master, second brother of Sir Edward 
Master, of East Langdon, in East Kent, 
and sold Yokes-Place to James Master, the 
son of the Lisdy Walsingham by her former 
husband. In 165^ the old house was taken 
down, and the present mansion erected,' 
about a furlong distant from the former, in. 
a better situation. James Master, left two 
sons^ who succeeded him in his estate, in 
Tokes-Place: his eldest son died in 1728, 
and Richard, in 1767, leaving William- 
Daniel (son of his elder sister) his heir ;^ 
using with his own, the name and arms of 
Master. The grounds have lately beea- 
much improved, and the gardens laid out 
in the present taste. 

About a mile beyond Yokes-Place, on 
the road towards Mereworth, to the right^ 
is theiittle vUlage of 

EAST-PECKHAM. 

He^e was a preceptoiy belonging to the 
IT 2 
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knights oCSt. John of Jerusalem, valued at 
£3/. 68. 8d. It is not certain by whom this 
waa founded ; Pfailipot says, it nB» by John 
Colepepper, in' Ihe time of Edward IL, 
who appropriated it to the Templars, at 
Irhose suppression in 1327, it fell with their 
other estates to the Hospitallers ; but 
Speed and Weaver Assert that it was given 
fay that John'Colepepper, wfco Was ime of 
Ae jttstioes of the common pteas^ in the 
teign of Henry IV^ which sedms 'the more 
probable^ because it is w»t meiiiioadd ia 
the ao^iumt of the Templars add fiospi'' 
tallers kmds in the Maatk^tcm^ torn. II. 
, Robert de Thdmeham gare his esiAte 
in this parish, to the Piwmonsftnrtelision 
cannons of BrdLeley, to found asi abbey at 
Beaulieu, which was soon after incoif^ 
rated with Begeham. 



ROYtoON HAIjL. 

An ancient seat, sitimt^ in Ejtst-Peck- 
ham^ before mentioned, now belonging to 
Sir William Twysden, a &mily of great 
note and property in that neighbourhood, 
wlA» ^rived their name frooi tiie Saxens. 
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MEREWORTH. 



Merevforth is a most deligfatfiil and 
nelile seat, lately descended with the title 
of 'Iford le Despencer, from the Earl of 
ll^4»tinore!and to Sir Francis Dashwood. 
rj^This pkce is about twdive miles from 
i^ Wells, and two from East-Peckham. 
It anciently gave name to an eminent 
£imily who held the manor near two hundred 
years, when it descended to the Malmains, 
Bohuns, and Bambrees, who buQt here a 
large and strong- house, resembling a 
<a$tle, which passed through the Eaiis of > 
Arondel, to the Lords Abergavenny, and 
ftoib theih to the le Despeneers^ whose 
||^ was the Lady Mary Fane, created 
oness le Despencer, by James I., and 
5n was created Earl of Westmoreland 
.same monarch. 
This grand and- magnificent house was, 
«Hthin these few years, erected by the last 
Earl io£ Westmoreland, where ,the old 
castle stood; and is built in an elegant 
style, of architecture, after a design 'of 
Colin Campbell's, in imitation of an a^« 
V 3 
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mired edifice of the famous PaIladio*B in 
Ital^ 

The site oP this noble house, (as Palladio 
says of the original) is as delightful and 
pleasant as can be imagined ; it is upon a 
small hill of very easy ascent, watered on 
one side by a stream running into the Med* 
way, and 00 the other, encompassed witk 
the most agreeable risings, which have the 
appearance of a graTid rural theatre^ cul- 
tivated and improved to the utmo^ 
|>eTfection, so as at once tb display th« 
correct taste and 'the becoming magnifi- 
cence of the late Eari of Westmoreland) 
ft nobleitoan, whose every action mani- 
fested a heart, well-suited to his rank. 

This fine structure is an exact square of 
eighty -^eigbt feet: in the middle there 
tarises above the roof, a cupola, wluch 
consists of two shells, the' one forms the 
stucco ceiling of the hall, and the other ik 
carpentry covered with lead. Between 
these two shells is a strong brick arch 
thlit bnngs twenty-four fuimeb to the 
lanterii, which contrivance pfeVents the 
appearance txf any chim^sf oil 4h^ oiitoide 
of the house ; ted as this d^l^htfaliMiif 



d by Google 



• GUIDC. fit 

8ioa eBJfl^s most beautiful views ftom ev^iy 
part, some of which are limited, $oine more - 
extensive, and some th^t termiiuTte with 
the horizen alone. There are pojticos 
made in all the four fronts, under Uie floor 
of which, and that of the hall, are rooipls 
for thQ convenien<:^ and use of the fiimilj* 
The grand saloon^ which is round, is in the 
centre, and receives its light from above ; 
the fitate irooms divided- off from it, open 
one into the other all round the house, and 
are superbly furnished. The kitchen and 
stables form two noble wings, which add 
inuch to the grandeur of the building ; in 
«hort, the house, gardens, temples, grottos^ 
water, woods, lawns^ &c., severally de» 
raand our admiration ; and, as here united, 
beggar all description. 

The village of Merewortb itself is of 
little eminence : it was held in^ chivalry 
by an entire knight's fee.; and had th^ 
grant of a free warren. It had once a 
weekly market, and an annual fair, obtain- 
ed by Roger de Mereworth, in the twenty* 
eight of Edward I.; but these have long 
been disused, and, indeed, were never 
very considerable. 
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. The old church was situated near 'the 
castiey and is said to have been built by 
the Earh of Clare, who, at it« foundation, 
appropriated it to the knights of St. Joha 
of Jerusalem. The Right Hon. John, 
Earl of Westmoreland, obtained a license 
of the Bishop of Rochester, to pull it down, 
and build a new one ; the foundation of 
which was laid in the year 1744 ; and it was 
consecrated by the Bishop of Rochester, 
on the 26th of August, 174^. 

This church is a very pretty piece of 
modern architecture, that wiH bear, and, 
indeed, richly deserves the attentive in- 
iBpection of the curious traveller. There 
are in it several antique monuments of the 
jioble &milies that formerly inhabited 
Mereworth Castle, which were careftiMy 
transferred from the old church, to a place 
particularly appropriated to thiR purpose in 
the modern one. 
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, A LIST 

OF THK 

PRINCIPAL PAINTINGS, ice, 

AT 



A, Dutch lady in a dkair, bj RembranSi* 

Two landscapes. 

Two pieces of battles, by Baurgignen i-^-'-^ 

(under each of them are,) 
Two landscapes, bj Claude Lorraine. 
A Sea piece. 
A country farm. 
An assumptidii. 
A boulog^nois doctor. 

WEST END. 

A repf^«0eiittilidn of the destiny of life. 
A subject in Tasso's works. « * 
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Three sketches of BerdenucM; intended 
for a compartment in the chapel of 
Chandois house* 

A iine pijece of some ruins in Italy. 

Another ditto. 

A fine landscape piece. 

The triumphal arch of Constantine the- 
Great, 

A fine bust of Apollo in marble. 

Ditto of Bacchus. 

NEXT THE CHIMNEY. 

A landscape, by Claude Lorraine. 
Romulus and Remus, by ditto. 
- Flight into Egypt. 

OTBB THE CHIHNET. 

Roman antiquities, collected by Pfinim, . 

OTHER SIDE OF THE GHIMNET. 

David My ten's fiimily. 
A sea piece. 
A tempest. 

Christ restoring the blind man to SH(h^ 1^7 
TirUoretiu 
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Agroup of lions. 

A countrj view. 

A Dutch piece of children^ &c- 

OTER THE OTrtER CIHMNBY, 

A view of the amphitheatre, with other 
Roxnaa antiquities. ' 

NEXT THE CHIM^EV PIECE. 

Two landscapes. 

Christ with the Disciples at Einmaus. 

The ceilings finely decorated with emble- 
matical figures, in five compartments, bj? 
Francis Sclater, 

YELLOW DBESSING ROOM. 

A sea piece. 

Ceiling decorated with emblematical 
figures, by Sclater, i ' 

Two curious inlaid marble slabs^ repre- 
senting cards^ &;c.', laying thereon. 



DINING^ ROOM. 



jBlizabeth^ daughter of Robert Spenci^r^ > 
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Ricliard, youngest son qf Robert, Lord 
Spepcer* 

^ Francis Finch, second son orFrancts, Earl 
of Westmoreland, and Mary, daughter 
and heiress pf Sir Anthony ]!^14m&y) 
wife*of Sir Francis Fane; both in one 
piece. 

Mary, daughter and . heiress of Henry 
Neyille, Lord Abergavenny, created 
Baroness le De^pencer, by Rijig James 
I., and wife of Sir Thomas Fane, Knt. 

Mary, daughter of Horace, ILiord Vere, of 
Tilbury ; wife of Mildmay, second Eari 
of Westmoreland- 
Robert Spencer, created Baron Spencer, 
by King James I., whose daughter, 
Elizabeth, was married to Sir George 
Fane. 

William, son of Robert, Lord iSpencer, 
who n^arried Penelope, daughter of 
Henry, Earl of EwuthamptoB. 

Penelope, daughter of Henry, Ewl of 
Southampton. 

Two landscaped; : / . 

DRAWIXO ROOM. 



Chntet «ittfri«g' J«l3UMdt 
A landscape over it. 
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The Samaritan woman, a large piece o\it 

the chimney. 
A landscape over the door, by Panim. - 
A sea piece. 

St. Francis, by Guido RhenL ' 
A landscape, by Claude Lorraine. 
Sigismunda. 

Joseph's flight into Egypt. 
A holy £imily, by Perugino. 
Noah, after the flood, by Bassano, 
Venus and Cupid, by Reubens. 
Duke of Buckingham. 
Sir Thomas More. 
Four doctors of the church, 
A head. 

Lord Abergavenny, 152 1. 
The marriage in Canaan. 
Sir Walter Raleigh. 
Hussars attacking a convoy.' 
The holy family. 
View of a fishery at sea. 
Two fine marble urns. 



BEST BED ROOM. 

A fiii« State bedy richly <Nmamented« 
The walls hung with fine tapaetiy. 
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The ceiling ornamented with enblematical 
figures in painting, by Sciater, 



DRESSING' ROOM ADJOINING. 

The walls richly hung with tapestry, 

representing the fouf quarters of the 

world. 
The ceiling decorated with paintings, by 

SckUer. . 
The chimney piece curibusly ornamented 

with marble pillars, &c. 
The floor of the room elegantly inlaid. 



WATERINOBURY. 

Is a neat village about two miles fron 
Mereworth, on the Maidstone, r^ad; adja- 
cent to which, are several good ftflOBCS, 
the residence of families of note and 
property. The road from thence to Maid- 
stone, about fiix iniles, is diversified with 
rich prospects, and abounds with seats and 
pleasure graunds; v through >tte midst of 
which, glidesHlJie viver Medimy. 
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THE POWDER MILLS. 

Are situated about two miles fmm 
Somerhill — or, another road leads to themy 
from the Wells, tiu^ning to the right (off 
the London road) about two roiles» 

The spot of ground where these miUs 
stand was purchased, and the mills erected, 
by an ingenKHis carpeayter of Tujibri<%e- 
Wells, a few years since, who formerly 
had worked at the famous Powder Mills^ 
at Battle, in Sussex; he was immediately 
joined in the undertaking by some gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, to whom, soon 
afler he had fioididd tbeni^ he sold his 
share. Adjoining to them, i& a fine she^ 
of water, which is kept filled,, aad the mills 
thereby supplied by a branch of the river 
Medway. The powder made there is of 
the finest sorts, and supposed to he a good 
ioaitation of the Battle Powder. Messrs. 
Hughes and Foasett are the present 
profHri^tors. 

WOODSGATE. 

Is a gpo^^luHy about two miles and a 
X 2 
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half from the Wells, on the great road 
leading firom London to Rje, Hastings, 
' %c« The proprietor of this house has been 
at the expense of fitting up several rooiDs 
in it, on purpose for the reception of 
company, who, in their airings on that 
road, frequently stop to drink tea, coffee, 
&:c. From thence passing through the 
turnpike, leading to Tunbridge town, aill] 
at about four miles distance, stands - **'' 



SOMERHILLv ; . ; J^; 

Somerhili is a large old house, of a no8e 
appearance at a distance, and makes < 
of the principal airings. This seat i 
anciently the residence. of the ~ 
Clare, Bailifis of the Chase of So 
or Forest of Tunbridge ; and ot4 
always went with the castle tiU ' 
forfeited to the crown by Edwardi i 
Buckingham, in the reign of 1 
YIII. Queen Elizabeth gave Jli 
great Sir Francis Walsingham ;.• 
daughter Frances, carried it so 
to her three husbands — the incomparable 
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fir Philip Sydney, the unfortunate Earl 
of Essex, and Richard de Burgh, Earl of 
Clanrickard, in Ireland, and St. Alban'a 
io England; whose heir, at length, wa» 
Margaret^ Viscountess Purbeck, a woman 
of a magnificent spirit, whose pomp and 
splendour is still a subject of discourse in . 
the country ; and ,who gave the ground o»* 
which the chapel at Tunbridge- Wells ia 
raised. After various other changes, this 
estate came to the Woodgates, its present 
worthy possessor. 

This structure itself cannot &il oCafl^rd-* 
ing that gratification we always feel on sur- 
veying the venerable remains of gothic anti- , 
quity. The country round it is so wildly 
beautiful, as to make it one of the most plea- 
sing romantic retirements in nature ; and 
the ride from the Wells to this house is, on 
that account, extremely entertaining to an 
admirer of such scenes. In count Gramont'a 
memoirs are some entertaining anecdotes 
of the then noble inhabitants of this* seat. 



BAYHALL. 

Situate in tjbe parish of Pembury, three 
X 3 
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miles east of Tun)>ridge- Wells, and about 
a mile fpm Woodsgate, leading from Pern- 
burj-Green, a little distance of the great 
road. Ah ancient manor, that once be* 
l6nged to the Colepepf^rs, a iamily that 
tvas formerly of distinguished eminence in 
.tilts kingdom ; one of them was governor 
"of Leeds castle^ in Kent, when Queen 
Isabella, wife of Edward II., being on her 
pilgrimage to Canterbury, benighted in that 
^ neighbourhood, sent her marshal forward 
to beg a lodging there ; but the governor, 
mor6 ffiithful to his lord, than dutiful to his 
sovereign, rudely refused admittance for 
, th^ queen or any of her retinue.^ unless she 
coul(]^ produce an express order from Lord 
Badelsmere, wlio was then abroad. The 
distressed queen, unwilling to believe she 
could receive so barbarous an answer, went 
herself to the castle gates, and there had 
the mortification to hear it confirmed by 
the governor in person. Upon this, she 
was obliged to take up with such lodgings 
as she could procure, but did not fiul on 
her return, tm make proper complaints to 
the king ; who so warmly resented this in- 
dignity, that instantly gathering an army 
togetlier^ he laid siege to the castle^ carried 
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It— lianged the governor — and sent Ladjr 
Badelsniere and her children to the tower. 
. By this imprudence, Bayhtdl was for- 
feited to the crown, where it continued till 
Henry VI. granted it to the Duke of Buck- 
ingham ; whose grandson^ Edward, for- 
feited it to Henry VIII. After this, it was 
several times granted and again forfeited ; 
till at length it came to Thomas Sackj^ille, 
liord Buckhurst, whose successors^ in a 
few years, conveyed their right to th® 
Amherst &mily, in which it has ever since 
continued ; till lately being possessed by 
the widow of C. Brown, Esq., who was 
descended by the female side, from the 
Amhersts. 

The present neat and convenient struc- 
ture was raised by Richard Amherst, Esq., 
who died in 1664, and is very pleashigly 
situated in the midst of fine meadows, gar- 
deiis, and fish-ponds. 

RetuOming again from Bayhall, into the 
Liamberhurst road, keeping which about a 
mile, you turn to the left ; and at a distance 
then of about another milei you ^ome to 

MATPIELD, 
A small pleasant greeoi surrounding 
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which, are several neat houses, particularly 
one, with ofiice| adjoining, and a piece of 
water in front, the property and residence 
of Mr. MarchanL 

About a mile further on, brings you to 
the town of 



BRENCHLEY. 

Brenchley is situated about four miles 
from Lamberhurst, and six miles east from 
Tunbridge- Wells. This is a small town, 
which was once part of the prodigious 
estate* of the Earls of Clare; but at 
present, it is not remarkable for any thing, 
unless it be the manor of 



BOKINFOLD. 

- *rhe site of which, is partly in tins parish, 
and pilrtly in Goudburit. AccJording to 
Philipot, this, manor was gifeti by Hamon 
de Crevequex, to chauntries established 
by him, in each • rf thest" parishes, which 
{^ant was confirmed by Edward III., in 
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the forty-first year of hfe^ reign ; bjit the 
general dissolution lodged it in the hands 
of the crowii, after which, being granted' 
by King Henry VIII. to Paul Sidnor^^ 
Esq., it descended into private hands, and 
became instrumental to better .purposes, 
than the maintenance of a few la:^ monks. 
The mansion-house of Bokinfold was 
once surrounded with a park, and of some 
ccHisiderable eminence in the country ; as 
appears from Edward II. reposing hero 
in the eighteenth year of his reign, when 
being determined to go over into France to 
do bomage for his dutchy of Guienne, be 
had got so fltr on his journey before those 
subtle pr(^[>08als* came over from Charles, 
which he unsuspectingly agreed to;* and 
thereby enabled his treacherous and lustful 
Queen to complete his ruin. Before King. 
Edwnrd left this house, he caused several 
persons to be indicted for Unlawfully hunt* 
in the paik, and punished them according 
to their merits. This park has now been 
so many years inclosed, and ci^ltivated, that 
it is not easy to trace any marks of it ; and 
the house has few reoiains of grandeur left, 

• Rapio, V9I. I. p. 33J>. 
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JL^eaving the pleasant village of Brench- 
ley, you proceed to Goudhurst, the aext 
market-towiK about five miles distant ; the 
road. truly piclliresque, being di¥ersified 
with consi^nt hills and dales, and in every 
vaUey most agreeable small rills oC woAer, 
and abounding witk woods and timher. 
IVIany think this part too much enclosed, 
but the nobfe oaks that ci^hyoareye, 
(the great aupport of the Eogifeh Mvy,) 
aaif^y p^s you for these neat bujb pkamf 
proepi^ts. Covtinuing your joivn^ for 
two nttes* on Uie right hand^ yoa have a 
Ymw o£ Ih^ plaotatiMB of th^ g^Ns^t and 
good mtm, MmMmtder Cjom^Hxpe^Em^y' 9» 
geafleman who wa» imivefsallj e^mei 
id the comity. 

It id a; smaU BMidern building, haowft hy 
the name of ^' Spnves^'^ , andt at preseiil th^ 
reaidoMeof JohnCcdo^Esq. ThegsesB^ 
in the firont we very neat, but the gaiden^ 
put you in remembrance of the tasleia 
King WilliAm'& time. The e^te, we 
believe, was purchased of the fiuaii^ of 
the Browns, but has. been in the possesBion 
. of the Courthopes for many years ; it is a 
small manor within itself in the parish of 
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On passings this plaoe, yofti immediately 
come to the village, whiiyli is built jound a 
neat green called the "Jlftarth," 4Vom the 
name of the manor ; the cottages are of 
wood and loam, the dame as are built in 
most parts of the -enclosed counties; theiie 
is no kind of trade, butth^ p<H)r are sup- 
ported solely by working for the farmers. 

The property of liiis vilh^e belongs* to 
Mr. Aifstin, whose hoose you Will see as 
you go on to >Goudbur8t. The cbilrch is 
neat and well built, but is situated quite 
at the extremity of the parish ; the reason 
of which is, that it is supposed to have 
been built by the family t)f th^ Browns, 
their mansion being very near, and still in 
being, called ^^ l^dnK)»daii," 4iBd now 
belongsilci Dn Marriotl^n'vi^o^faas.a good 
estate iiirtbe'neigiibDurbel»ii, and likewise 
ibe mdrdifgrmm 'of> tli» church, 'being a*recto#y 
of 4!60/.'|iilr annum, -aiB,' indeed, the- ooly 
ogm i»TtIiese^*parts, ,iihe OGcaflion of which 
was as ifbUows : — At 1^ diminution of 'the 
Monairtriws, in .thr tkie •«£ ;fiing Hmty 
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Vlll.y John deGrovehurst, then the Abbot 
of Bayham, and who was buried in this 
church, had influence sufficient with Car- 
dinal IVblsej to grant him this living, and 
to confirm it as a rectorjr; and it hai 
continued so to this time. It is dedicated 
to' St. -•"*-, and in the diocese of Roches- 
ter. " 

■• A particular circumstance is reported, 
end generally believed, relating to the 
longevity of the rectors of this parish : the 
four last of whichy it is said, have enjojed 

'the living two hundred years ; but it is 
certain that the last two, Mr. Bates, and 
the late incumbent Mr. Hassell, have held 

^ it one hundred and six years. 

BROADFORD-HOUSE. 

It stands nemr the road, \nd belongs t« > 
Mr. Austin, whose family was ftMnnerly in , 
the clothing trade. It vras a laige ^b of 
buildings, having many offices fi>r wort 
shops, &c., which many of the present 
inhabitants remember, but they are now 
taken down. There is no tradition i^ 
whom it belonged before the Austins, but 
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©uppose it part of the' Colepepper <?state. 
The g^round about it has been Litely verj 
much improved. 

This, and the adjoining parishes, 'were in 
the heart oifthe clothing trade, particularlj 
for the coarse grey cloth, but the business 
is now quite lost, as the north and west 
parts of the kingdom work it niuch' cheap-, 
er. The militia of the county have t^ken 
the facings of their regimentals from tli^ 
remembrance of their trade. 

About two miles farther on, and at about 
eleven miles from Tunbridge -Wells, stands 
the town of 



GOUDHURST. 



The town of Goudhurst is situated on 
an exceeding high hill, commanding every 
way the most enchanting prospects that 
the wild imagination can paint. The air 
is salobrious, which often invites invalids 
to repair thither for the benefit of their 
health. 

The church is a large handsome struc- 
ture^ situate at the upper part of the town; 

T 
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from the top of it you have aji extent of 
prospect which terminates with the horizon 
only: the spire was once very lofty, but 
being destroyed by a dreadful storm of 
thunder and lightmngy on the 23rd of 
August, 1637, (together with five large 
bells, which were entirely melted, and the 
metal ran intp the town) it lias never since 
been wholly rebuilt A collection was 
made by briei^ in this and other counties, 
and a parish rate fixed to repair the whole 
dsLtBMge^ but the inhabitants and the collec- 
tors having disagreed, it has since that 
remained without a spire ; but the steeple, 
excepting it, is now every way complete, 
and contains a fine set of eight bells. ' 

This church was originally dedicated to 
jSt*Mary, and appropriated to the priorj 
of Leeds. In it are some remarkable good 
monuments, particularly of John de Bedge* 
bury, of the Colepeppers, who became 
lords of this manor by marriage with the 
heiress of Mr. Campion, of Combwell; 
and one in the east wall of the north 
chancel, for a Mr. Roberts ; they are all 
very ancient, some being above three 
bundred years old. The wainscot behind 
tl|Q cantmunion table is uncommonlf 
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Iidndsome, and there are some good 
remains of painted glass in the windows. 

This town was the anciei^ patrimony of 
the Bedgeburys, men of hi^h extraction, 
and great renown, from whom, a manor in 
this parish took its name. John de Bedge- 
bury paid an aid for these lands,, in the 
twentieth year of the reign of King 
Edward lit., when the Black Prince wa$ 
knighted. His granddaughter and heir 
marrying with Thomas Colepepper, of . 
Bayhall, in Pembury, who was sheriif of 
Kent, in the eighteenth of Richard 11.^ 
brought this manor itito his family. 

Joan, widow of Roger de Bedgebury, 
procured (in the third year of Richard iL) 
a. weekly inarket to be kept in this to¥m on^ 
Wednesdays, on the low part of it, (but it 
Was removed towards the end of the last 
century to the top of it, almost adjoining ' 
tile church-yard, but is now removed again) 
and two feirs to be kept yearly* 



THE WOOLLEN MANUFACTORY 

Was established here in the reign of 
Edwi^rd III., bj the Flemings, who taught 
Y 2 
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iis subjects the art of weaving broad-cloth, 
the most durable, with a variety and 
mixture of colours. This roanufectory 
continued in a flourishing state till within 
fifty years past, and many of the prin- 
cipal^ inliabitants were largely concern- 
ed iii it: one.of whom, a Mr. Robert Tate, 
. as late as the year 1725, had ten broad 
looms in constant w^ork, that required two 
men to each loom, and one quilwinder; 
producing employ for fourteen scribblers, 
two sorters, two scourers and dyers, and 
. four cloth- workers. Ninety pounds weight 
of wool per week, were used in each loom, 
which required eighteen women to do the 
spinning. At this time there were thirty 
looms in constant work in this parish, and 
within memory upwards of forty, which 
brought in great sums of money weekly,-, 
and caused a great deal to be spent in 
trade. Each weaver's wages was thea 
eight shillings per week. 

In the year 1727*, a Mr. Henry Tricker 
made worsted and stocking yam, and kept 
four narrow looms, wherein was wove 
calimancos, camblets, cloth-serges, stuffs for 
gowoS) &c., &c., at which he employed 
four wool-combers, one sorter, one scrib* 
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bier, four weavers^ and thirty spinners; 
since which time, these manufactories have 
gradually decayed. A Mr. Tanner, whose 
predecessors were eminent in 'the broad- 
cloth manufactory, Was the only persou 
who continued it on till within these few 
years, 

THE SMUGGLERS. 

A desperate gang of whom had long 
infested this town and neighbourhood; 
and in the year 1747, was arrived at that 
pitch of wantoness and cruelty, that they 
would frequently ride into the town in a 
large body — plunder the houses of those 
wherein they thought was most to be. 
acquired, and whoever opposed, or even 
showed a dislike to it,, their portion was 
either instant death, or the most violent 
tortures ; which proved to be the fatal case 
of many innocent persons, who, by en- 
deavouring to secure their property, or 
protect their wives and children from 
fiilling victims to their brutal lust, were 
either savagely dragged and mangled so as 
to die under the torture of their wounds; 
or^ if they survived, it was but to greater 
y 3 
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yroe, in seeing their families ruined, and 
tlieir effects totally carried off. In short, all 
trarle wa* at a stand, and many houses 
entirely shut up; scarce any person would 
Tenture abroad even in the day time^ 
althoiigh itt the evening, perhaps, thej 
were dragged out. — A person from 
tunbridge- Wells, (Mr^ Ballard) having 
occasion to go that way, and passing 
through the town at mid-day, was robbed 
of thirty-nine pounds, his watch and ring, 
and then cruelly beaten ; he was afterwards 
carried home where he survived it but a 
few hours. 

Whilst " matters were at this pitchy it 
happened very luckily that a young man 
(W. Sturt) a native, but who had served 
some years in Lieutenant General Harri- 
son's regiment of foot, and was high in 
esteem by his officers, for his great perfect- 
ness in the different inanuals and evolutions, 
and every art of war, which he had strictly 
applied himself to ; having procured his 
discharge, was just returning home, where 
hearing of the wicked proceedings of the 
smugglers against his friends and neigh- 
bours, he summoned a party of them to- 
gether, and cpmmunicated his abhorrence 
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of such proceedings, and bis earnest wisK 
to join in a body, which:' he promised to 
head, and bind themselves to stand up in 
defence of their town, by endeavouring to 
repulse the smugglers. They returned 
him thanks for his resolution — unanimausly 
concurred in his proposals —and immediate* ' 
ly had articles drawn up, (April 17th, 1747,) 
to which they respectively signed their 
names, agreeing to meet the enemy, and 
fight them as long as life remained. I Eyom ' 
that moment they stiled themselves the. 
^' Goudhurst Band of Militia," acknowledge 
ing him for their general; and as such, 
they bound themselves, to obey him. This 
was to have been kept a secret from the 
enemy, but by some treacherous or other, 
means, they were apprised of it, and soon 
took an opportunity of waylaying one of 
the militia, whom they kept under confine- 
ment and torture till he would "make a 
discovery of the rest of their band, and what 
plan was intended against them : -wearied 
with long suffering he at length was com- 
pelled to reveal it ; they then (after mak- 
ing him swear not to take up arms against 
them) released him, ai)d. desired him to 
acquaint his general, that they would, for 
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his aiidaciouB attempt to repulse them, go 
immediately and get together one hundred 
or more smugglers, and besiege the town 
on a certain daj which they fixed : then 
plunder every house — murder every soul 
therein— and lastly, set the whole town on 
fire. The general on receiving such in- 
telligence, mustered allhis men— addressed 
them with a suitable speech — and used 
every means to create animation in them, 
against the appointed dreadful day. He 
then set some men to cast balls, whilst 
others were sent out to collect all the fire 
arms, good and bad together, that were in 
thfe neighbourhood ; and procured two 
•hundred weight of powder, with which^ 
and the balls, he set to work, and presently 
made up a sufficient quantity of cartridges, 
then fixed on a spot at the upper end of the 
town for the field of battle (knowing the 
enemy intended coming in that way,) bar- 
ricading themselves as well as the short 
time allowed, would admit of. On the 
morning of the day of battle, the militia 
assembled in their intrenchments, with 
their general at their head, who himself 
placed every man to his station, and took 
care that each were properly supplied with 
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a musket, cartridges, &c., and then begging 
assistance of God to .give them power to 
Tanquish their enemies, they atudouslj 
waited the .appointed timf, which the 
smugglers kept almost to a minute ; when 
tiiey were perceived to come gaHoping 
along, every one stripped to his shirt, with 
a handkerchief bound about his head, and 
furnished with A. carbine, a brace of pistols^ 
hangers, &c. As soon as they arrived .at 
the upper end of the town, tbey^then halted^ 
when their leader, Ki^gsmdl by na&^ 
proclaimed aloud ^' That he had been at 
the killing of forty of his Majesty's officecs 
and soldiers, and swore that he would be» 
d — d if he did not broil four of their hearts^ 
(meaning the town'ls people,) and eat them 
for his supper." 

General Sturt had ordered his men to 
receive the first fire, (as they acted defen* 
ttvely,) which was soon after gifen firom 
the smugglers without effect ; it was im* 
mediately returned by the militia, which 
killed, one of the enemy. The firing con« 
tinned for some- time very brisUy, till two- 
more of the; smugglers were kilkd and* 
several wounded^ which, threw them into- 
confusion; they then precipitately left the: 
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field— were persued— and some of thera 
taken, who were afterwards brought to 
condig^n punishment. By this noble attack, 
the town was preserved, and the smugglers 
entirely routed^ so as not to be able to 
collect again. Mr. Sturt, the militia 
general, gained thereby the esteem of all 
his townsmen^ as well as the thanks of t\w 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, who were 
. the eneouragers of him in this nndiartak- 
iig— defrayed the/expense of it, and par« 
IO0k in the dtnger. 



COMftWELli. 



Situ^ed about two miles wide of Gtnid* 
hurst, was a religious seminary of the order 
of St. Augustine, and founded by that 
munificent bene&ctor to thcf monks, Sir 
Robert de Thomeimm, in the reign of 
Henry II. This was first an' abbey, but, 
its endowments being too small to support 
the state and dignity of an abbot^ it was 
soon reduced to a priory, and is, perhaps, 
the only instance of such a reduction to'b# 
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met with in the moaastic history of tbi» 
kingdom. 

The revenues of this house lay scattered 
about in several neighbouring^ parishes ; 
and in Goudhurst, there was a small con- 
vent of nuns, which was principally sup- 
ported by the charity of the monks;' who 
probaUy found it very convenient to have 
a cell of females so near them. This house 
was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and 
consisted of a prior ajid six canons. It was 
dissolved at the general suppression, and 
its valuation then estimated at 80/. 17s. 5d. * 
per annum. In the S9th of Henry Vlll.r 
it was granted to Thomas Colepepper, and"^- 
is now converted iiito a good &rm House. 

Proceeding from Goudhurst, about two 
miles on the turnpike-road to Cranbrook, 
stands 



GLASTENBURY. 

A seat b^ilonging to his Grace the Duke< 
of St. Albans, which plsice ought not to be 
forgotten, since it is of so great a name 
elsewhere ; aoji ^ called as the other, from 
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dastneji', the Sascdn idimn of Inis Witrin, 
th^ watry t)r. glaissy place. The house, 
Tvhich stands in' a park, is *moated about, 
and envifo'nedi with fine woods, gardens, 
and pleasure-grounds, with several ponds, 
exceedingly well-stocked with fish ; at the 
upper end of jbhe bowling green, is an 
- elegant imitation of a Chinese temple, 
with a spacious roona underneath it for 
drinking tea ; and at the termination of a 
£ne shady walk, leading through a double 
TOW "of tall trees, kept cut in imitation of 
those at Vauxhall, is a spring of clear 
chalylieate water, resembling, that at 
Tnnbridge -Wells. Leading fi-om this 
«pring are several pleasing, shady, mean- 
' dring walk$, cut through the extent of 
' . several fine woods adjoining. Tfbe whole 
together forms one of the most pleasing 
rural theatres in nature ; and the estate is 
reckoned to contain as fine a growth df 
timber as any in the country. 

A genealogical account of the fiimily of 
the Roberts, whose seat and residence this 
place has been for many centuries p&st, is 
judged, will prova entertaining to our 
readers. 
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WilUun Hookhnre^, alis^s Didus Ro- 
berts, a gentleman of Scotlaiicty was the 
first British ancestor of the noble fiimHjp of 
the Roberts of Glastenbury, in Cranbrook, 
Kent; who, leaving^, his native country, 
camfe unta-Gottdhurst, a parish adjacent 
to Cranbrodc, in 1)03, beiq|f ihe third year 
of the reign of King Henry^I.^ and there 
buih and purchased certain lands on a hill 
in Ooudhurst, called '' Winchett Hill/' 
and afterwards named the lands and den ^ 
^^ Rocd^hurst," after his own name ; which 
flen still retaineth that name.. 

. The name and family of Rookhtirst, alias 
Raberts, continued in 'the. parish of Goud- ' 
hurst, till the reign of King Richard II., • 
being 874 years. Then one Stephen Ro** 
berts, Esq., the third Stephen of that 
fimily, married the daughter and heiress 
of William Tillye, Esq., to whom the 
manor aad lands of Glastenbury in right 
belonged, and built a fair sumptuous 
house on the hill of Glastenbury ; which 
cane by lineal descent to one Walter 
Roberts, the ninth squire by succession^ 
who, in 1742, rebuilt that house; and in 
1743, built the now standing moated house 
in the yaUey of .Glastenbury^ which «ame 
% 
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to bis son Walter Robttte, tfae4etiA squire, 
&c., who Mras (fisseise^l of Us estsie, and 

' *forced-to fly into sanctuaiy, for ^Aeidir^iir* 
ing to conceal kis friend and "neigbkour, 
John Guy j>eforde, from that cruel prinee) 
Kin^ Hichani III., b«rt was restored m 
the accession of Henry Yil., and becaiiM 
.sheriff of Kent, in 14S8. This i^ntienan 
had three wives: Mai^garet/ tiie daaghter 
of John Penn^ Esq. ; Isabel, daughter of 
Sir John Colepepper ; and Alice, daagUer 
of l^hard Nailor, Esq., who bad issue by 
him, several cUldren ; of wb»*i the el^t 
«on wa« Thomas, the eleventh squire, &c., 
ftlid to whom Giastenbnry estate came. 

^He Wfts made sheriff of Kent, in the 
twen<y-fifth of Heniy VHI. This Tlwmas 
niarriefi the daughter ^f Sir James Frem- 
ffning, of the' county of Suffiodfe, who had 
issue one son, Walter Roberts, the twelfth 
squire, to whpih Gla^tenbui^ estate be- 
came, lie married two wives : CSathenne, 
daughter of George^ Fane, Elsq., of Bad- 

. llhell, in Kent ; and Prances, chu^ter vA 
ijo-heiress of Jcrfin Maynand, £sq., sherif 
ojrtiondtm, who had by him several diil- 
tiren, of whom the eldest son was-Thonias, 
<he4hirtee]ilh squire^ by liaealr dasoent, to 
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ifriio«i'61a9teiibuiy> estate cara«. He was 
knighted in 16dSt^madie Iwronet ui 1620-- 
and sheriff of Kent in 1623. He hdd two 
wives: Frances, daughter of Marten 
James, of iSkiarden, iii Kent, who had 'by 
him several qhildren, of whom the eldest 
son was Sir Walter Robespts^ the second 
baronet. His second wife was Elizabeth% 
the daughter and heiress of Mathew Row- 
land, of St. Giles in the fields, Middl(^se]|^ ; 
who had by him sevexial children, of whom 
the eldest son wiis Sir Rowland, the , third 
bardiiet, who married the daughter imd 
heiress of Sir Robert Jgcellne, Bart.9.of 
Hide Hall, in the county of Hertford ; and 
had by him several children, of wh^m t^ 
eldest son was Sir Thomas, the fourth 
baronet ; who married the daughter and 
heiress of Sir John Beale, Bart., of Farn- 
ingham, in K5^nt ; who had by him several 
children^ of whom tlie third son was Sir 
Walter Roberts, the sixth baronet; he 
married Elizabeth, the daughter of .Wil- 
liam Slaughter, Esq., of Rochester, in 
Kent, and had by him two daughters :-* 
Elizabeth — ^and Jane, the late Dutchess of 
Huoton parish, deceased; by whose 
z 2 
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marriage -with the Duke of St. Albany 
this estate is noiir bei^ome his pr<^pertj« 



llie succession by Lineal Descent 

I William Rookhurst, &c. Stephen Ro« 

V berta, Esq. 

S Walter Roberts, Esq. 

10 Walter Rodberts, Esq. - , 

11 Thomas Roberts, Esq. 

12 Walter Roberts, Esq. 

. }3 Sir Thomas Roberts, first baronet. 

14 Sir'Walter Roberts, second baronet. 

15 Sir Rowland Roberts, third baronet. 
i6 Sir ITliomas Roberts, fourth baronet* 
ff Sir W alter Roberts, sixth baronet. . 



Seventeen generations bj male sue-* 
cession ; eighteen,' including Jai^. 
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A LIST 




OF tBS 




PAJNTIN&S, cj-c;,. 




AT 




GLASTENBURY, 




THB SBAT OF TMB LJTS D.UKB OF ST* diMJVS^^ 


«* 


DRiu-WING AOOHo 


< • 
• * 



A DESERT pifBce, by A. Conink. 
* King Charles I., and Charles, Prince of 

Wales. 
Henrietta Maria of France, wife of King 

Charles I., and James, Duke of York. 

BILLIARD ROOM. 

,* James Stewart, Duke of York. 
^ James Scott, Duke of Monmouth, 
f King WiUiam III. 
z 3 
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• Henrj FVfederick, Prince of Wales, 
eldest son of King James I. 

• Rupert, Count Palatine of the Rhine. 

* Aubsey^de Vere, the twentieth and last 
&arl of Oxford of that name. 

♦ George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. 

* John Sheffeild, Earl of Mulgrave ; and 
afterwards Duke of Buckingham and 
Normandy. 

♦ Henry Jerd^yjE^ Earl of St. Albans. 

♦ Thomas Butler, Earl of Ossory. 

♦ .WiUiaih Henry Nassau, Prince of 
Orange. 

♦ Charles Stewart, 'Duke of Richmond 
and Lennox. 

t Mrs.. Eleanor Gwyn. Charles Beau- 
clerk, Duke of St. Albans. James, 
Lord Beauclerk. 

* A chimney piece. 

tr These pieces are all JuU-length pictures^ 
in rich giltframesy eight ffd long. 



STUDY. 



♦ Three flower pieces. 

* A landscape. 
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* A small portrait, in crayons : — Van Dick 
FeceU Campigk0 Sedler^l Redi, 1710. 

* A ditto, &c, ^ 

* A ditto, fiec. . v 



BR&AJLFA8T, &OOM. 

♦ Painting — exhibiting a re|)resentEition of 
Noah's Ark after the flio^gd^ the d^ark- 
ation, &c. 

* Eight fine paintings of flower piec^, in 
elegant gilt frames. 

A curious small cabinet, irorked ii^b- silk 
on the outside, with scriptural repreaen-^* 
tations. ' ^ " ^ 

DTJKX^S BEDCBAMBEB. 



* liady Mary Vere, mother to the present 
DukeofSt. Albanst. 

* Charles Beauclerk, jpresent Duke of St. 
Alban^t. 

* Henriefta Maria of fVaiiee^ mfe of King 
Charles I. ' . 

.• Fair Rosamondj with the ettp of poison 
juiherhaad. 



d by Google 



SI8 . TUNBRNMSE-WEIiLS' 

GALLEmT^ 

* Fine painting of the inside, of tbe dome 
St. Peter's at Rome. 

* Five beautiful views of diflferent parts of 
Rome, done in a -very ma^te^ly manner. 

* Two fine pieces of game, by J. BQgdani. 
One pfthe Roberts' fiimily, and ^fiiw of his 

fion%— Hiepara4e .pieeefi. 

* Sir Walter and Lady Robeiiis ; fiither 
9Ad >motiH»r to *tlie late PotcaieainrSt* 
Albans. 

IDitil^li^siorSMt. Albans. ^ « 

, YELLOW DAMASK ROOH. 

* Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Graftonf . 

' i ' '.A 

OVER THE DOOR IS, 

iBirRowlfilnil Roberts ^nd bjs lady,; >great 
grandfather and ^raadmotlior ito ^Ae 4ate 

. BTutdwitt iif«t. AUnns. ' 

Miss Elizabeth Roberts, and-Mk^i^ane 

« iRdbevtsf (bte ilultthis* of^Sl. .Mbkns) 
. and her^sister, when girls t.-' ' ^ ♦ 

Mt* iWd IV|r9«.ySlatler,; gniiid&theriand 
grandmother to the late JDMdke«^of St 
Albans. 
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* liord George Beauclerk, and Ladj 
Diana Beauclerk ; the present Duke of 
St. Albans and his sister, nrheif children* 

* Mrs. Loftusf . ' / 
A curious piece of cabinet Work. 

lady's room. 

Sir Thomas and JLady Ro]^rt6; uncl^and 
aunt to th0 late Dutchess of St Albftns, 

Mr. and Mrs. French ; uncle apd aui^ to 
Lady Robertst. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pickering; friends (o Sir 

Thomas and La^j Roberts. ^ 

« 

* f 
maid's boom. 

Leanore Minardi, the first of the Roberis^ 

iamilj. < 
John Wilmot, Earii of Rochester. 

KURSERT. 

* Gregory Hascard, Dean of Windsorf . 
HcMrtensia Mancini, Dutchess of Mazarinti, 
King Heniy YIII. 

Kijilg Henry'ft chaplain. 
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^itioir with our modern academies. The. 
•school house is qiacioiis, neat, and coBven- 
ieiit. . i* 

The woollen mj^rofectory, which is now 
in a languid and declining state, may, witk 
the propitious endeavours of govelrnmenf, 
be restored to its former flourishing con- 
dition; ^ as cheapness and pleniy are the 
greatest incentives to activity and indua- 

Here is the greatest market in these 
^rts, kept oa Saturday. 

A beacon WKs set sphere in tte reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. Part of this town was 
formerly paved for the coilvenienigr of the 
inhabitants, and of those who resorted to 
it. The pavement was begun in 1654, 
and completed in 16d7. At the same time 
the market«place was enlarged and made 
more convenient; but it has since been 
Inbuilt at the sole expense of William 
Colman^ Esq. 

The church, which is a fine old stmctare, 
(and with that of Ooudhurst, are the two 
handsomest within side of any in the conn* 
iyy is dedicated to St. Dunstan; in it are 
several monuments of the Roberts^ Lords 
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oftlBlasiipnbiirf ; oftheBakers, of Sfeing- 
hurst ; and the Cookes. ' 

The chancel of this churck was built bf 
Walter Roberts, Esq., whose name re- 
mains in the east Window of it. Upon the 
steeple are the arms of three families, 
anciend^ of great^note in 'this parish. The 
BerhMifS, own6i*s df ^mglmrlt ; Beten- 
hams^' Xords of - Befenha^i ; and the 
Wilfords, jJropriiiti&rt of Hartridge. 

Several ancient coins, particiAarlj some, 
in thereign of EdwdrdlllT have' been found* 
in liiifi place; and laldj- wa^^^ploughed up 
in a#eldya cudonis golden, as- broad as 
a c*own pifece, of very plur^'betal ; k'is'an 
Eng^lish ciiin, with th^ %ure olT'a ship on 
oM^''^l6Aey ahd im'*e' bther, the annr 
df HAghaid, Witft 4he'%ord TRi^NSivit 

'VM tbwtis^Orfti^e6h'ftnd<}ottdEurBty 
#t4li tlie heigbbo^rtiig^^ieats, 'are ' the mor^ 
eidiirged npoti, 6w accotot 6f 'thei^ biing 
ib» ^flloeAi- lireqnent tirihgs, taken 4)y the 
poiitdf «il^<d^'Whdr hoUM^Tttiltlrid^W^Hs^ 
with their residenc^'^dcirillgcf iiuf MIMfti^^ 
aHbdBV«nd Iikbii4sei«5 de8orihfe»^i<«H|^n 
aai.progitsiofth^ woqllfan niaiiiifilctpi7<n^ 
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introducecL .1 < .. 



HEMpS^ED- 

. A fioe oldimii^JlNi^ situate abput Xw^ 
miles Iroia CI»^tNro|ok,Jn a wo^Ay cm^xisieyy 
UmA, atfords a .graal .iriurif^tjr' of flefi^aiit 
walks. It bdonged^ about the twe^li^ 
year ofHeaiy III< tQ RoJ^^rt.de Hpfapsted; 
^d sd>0iit th^tiegiPlii^ of Edward III^ it 
pa98iedaiwigr,to Ecbifigbain^ «f SiiBifi^p:^^ and 
Jame&^ei Ec^h»»ghaiil hdd 1^ by ^ %m^ 
part -of a:ki4g)itj8 fe%. in the twen^tM of 
£dwavdm«< 9t making the Blaak P^iiice a 
Iff^kt^ ' It i^Nr^9rd#;pa^d in^ ^immis 
of,$;ir.Rel^eri9^nftft *^;/Jvi«»>*l»>«|t 
the beginning of Richard Il« |^M|jL4i^i^pt 
t^ ^:^<;KWPi,4W4.Ag?M4^^ ilWls. 

di^4«^,jfl|ax^4t ,hf^|»a^^ll>.,l4ie^^ 
of, p;^!^ I^(4^i% ]^ ipfhos^ ,^|«r^iffM 

wiMli50)ajijqsi«^n^W:to;li> 
tiftilft!i»«»ftportifil)Ry«u*ir f . : 
i.4|^eKiQfrii%) 4*> e#ii& l»d>fh^ 

IS^rris^ Bart, who parahaeed this estate of 
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fl«M a£berivJBrds . bj Jib .gretnd&on^ to — ^ 
H«dg«»^ 6^. tiie Resent p^rietor; wka 
has mnce maiU great improvemeiits there. 

ThA iieaot seatafaoteiatheneighboiir*^ 
Jkood^ is* 



sisii^GHUBst: 

l^iil^^i^. is 8iti^e' &lH»ut two> mile« 
i^jrmd .Citobrook,^ and fieventeen from 
SJwjyirifl^-W^lte. : It is reaehiiig beyond 
C4ir 4Qtei>€ledi bqti^kdftfy In this little work^ 
j^.OQraopeiintiiif ite^AAtiqiKty>aiid the good 
9wd lea^nig to* it,; it wai»^ deemed worthy of 
Ihahttttt'de^onptiiiii. 

i {fIti0«;Oft8tellAtediiilin8rai,aiieieiitIy called 
il9mflfa»V8fy« fiiontthe atictetit owners of tfaife 
demHtiui^M Sty &^ ,aiarriiige of the female 
heir of the Saxonherst, this estate was trans^- 
#)fl^'tQ> ti|& Beijisun%<«e^!i^^ of whom 
were men of gteat notek.' It cpntiau^jil 
this family till the reign of Henry VIII, 
when part of it w^js^d to Mr. Thomas 
Baker, father of Sir John Baker, attorney* 
flttdMl^fUflMaeMilX'^filftei^ and 

A AS 
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under treasurer in Qoe^ Sf arp's reign, who 
purcfaased the other park, and bailt that 
magnificent pile which e)iarmed the ejes of 
spectators ; it is seated in a large area, in- 
closed with high walls, in the middle of a 
pai:k. Sir John Baker, a descendant of 
the attorney-general before mentioned, re- 
built the old chapel, which was founded by 
John de Saxonherst, he liad it consecrated 
in 16S7 ; and after his decease, he left the 
estate to his four daughters. This castle 
was once hired by government to confine 
the French prisoners in^ afid contttiiked 
2,500 of diem at teast; during ^hich^ this 
place was the daily rtesort ^rfraany hundred 
of spectators, who came ftr and hear to 
visit it: several shops and eating housei 
were erected near it, and a body -of miltery 
were constantly ii»'pt^ Ihere . as m -guard,- lind 
a camp pitchedforthem ina park surrrHmd*- 
ing it. The castie it now nieatrly mouldered 
into ruins. 

Setting out from the Wells again, towards 
the south, you come first to 

•'"FRANT. • 
: FrMliftilhMttHrclmikftfiMi«ii«>W<ilft 
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Tbe church is situated on a very high hill, 
at the end of the street, and is a vicarage, 
. in the gift of the Earl of Abergavenny, 
The green, adjoining the village, is sur- 
rounded with several neat modern houses, 
to which the park of the Earl of Aberga- 
venny adjoins on one side, and the manor 
of the Earl of Camden ^n the other. It 
commands a very extensive view of the 
most delightful variegated scenery that 
imaginaticHi can pourtray. The hop plan- 
tations of Kent and Sussex; (as a part of 
each county is within the perspective;) 
the embowering oaks, that maintain the 
bulwarks of the nation ; the underwoods, 
producing poles that supply the hop planta«* 
tions ; the com and meadow lands ; all are 
so pleasingly contrasted, as to form a lux- 
uriant richness of scenery around this 
favoured spot, tinting every scene with end- 
less varieties of light and shade. As the 
beholder dwells upon his object, although 
the outline remains unaltered, new charac- 
ters arise, new beauties are unfolded. 

Liady Knightley has become a resident, 
by purchasing an excellent modern-built 

A A 3 



d by Google 



JiQUsa, at (he 4q>pter end of the green ; and 
Mr. Richie another just beyond it* Gen- 
tmX Beatfon, late goyernpr of St. Hel^na^ 
ha3 purchased a fiirm of conslderahl^ ex* 
lent, on which h^has lately built a very 
good house ibr his residence. The manuoa 
erected a few years «ince by ^r. Pigo% 
in imitation of the Prince Regent's Pavilicm, 
^t Brighton, is now become the property, 
by purch^^e, of J. C. Strode, Esq., who is 
ipaking coi|S}(|erable improyen^ents ; and, 
jieipg blessed with a niunificient and active 
^i^ppsitiofi, it is naturally inferred he will 
prove a yalufible acquisition there. Other 
fepiiliep hf^ye occasional teinporary resi- 
deneep m this highly-favoured 9pot; so 
Ihat few yillages can boast of so many 
worthy patrons, a^ have been induced io 
reside here. 

Not a mile from the green, on the 
road to Bayham-Abbey, is a small but 
pretty mansion, environed with a consider- 
able portion of land, the property and 
residence of that great and good man, Sir 
John Macpherson, who, seated in the 
bosom of a rural theatre, has, for several 
years, withdrawn himself from the circle 
of an extensive acquaintance, and the busy 
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and toilsome scenes of active service ; with 
a mind becalmed, and formed to the more 
quiet and gratifying enjoyments of domestic 
retirement, diffusing, by his affinbility and 
genuine hospitality, much comfort and 
consolatory advice to the indigent fomilies 
around, receiving the blessings of all in 
l^teful return. 

Statistical SvRVEYy Sfc. of the Parish of , 
FRANT. 

Survey of Arable, Meadow,) A- B. f. 

and Pasture Lands in the > 3927 2 .85 

Parish of Frant ) 

WopdLandsindo ?204 

Heath, &c. unimproved • 8(644 Q 

Roads ?ind Waste 99 

8874 2 2^ 



Valuation of the houses and lands of 
the Parish of Frant, in the Coupty of 
Sussex, as agreed upon at « Vestfy, held 
on the 8th day of October, 180^, for th^ 
purpose of making an assessment for the 
relief of the poor of the said p^ri^h, &p» 
£2,060 9s. Od. 
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Pi^Udiony 8fc. of the Parish of Fr<m€^ 



IVf al^fi • • • 


532 


Females. « 


• • • # 558 
Total 1090* 



* Of the above popu1ati<in, 195 enrolled themselves 
for the North Pevensy Legion, commanded by 
Lord Sheffield, renouocmg exemptions from ballot, 
&c. ; and en^agin^ to jervo, not only in their dis- 
trict, but wherever they might be ordered, according 
to the late Act, in case of invasion. 

One Hundred of these men, commiinded by Sir 
John Macpherson^ are now clothed and armed, and 
have taken the oath of allegiance. In supposing cor 
population in Great Britain, ten million nine hon- 
fired thousand, it follows^ that upon the unexpensire 
))lan of the North Peveusey Legion, and after the 
example of the parish of Frant, one tniUion might 
be soon armed as. a .Proprietor Pais^^CommUatuSy 
actinff in defence of the laws, and under the direct or* 
ders of our Sovereign the Constitutional Generialssimo. 

All the attacks of our revolutionary external 
and internal invaders^ would, in such an event, be 
hereafter of no effect. Such was the anti-revolu' 
tionnry plan of defence, that was suggested to a 
minister of state, in the following extract of a Letter,, 
dated the 86th of March last. 

Extract Memoir to a Minister of State^ 
2GM Marchy 1803. 
\v a few months, every parish in Great Britain, 
like that of Frant, in Sussex, might be suryejed. 

({:Jr The Statistical Survey, and arming of the 
parish of Frant, with the memoir alluded to, were 
translated into French, and drew much useful atten- 
tion on the Continent. Bonaparte trusted to hia 
Statistical Cadastre of France, and military Conscrip- 
lion, for universal conquest 
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Number of CtOtit, *c* m the Parish efFrant. 

Draught oxen 121 ; young cattle 195 ; 

sheep 990; draught horses 140; riding 

horses d7; iogs 401. 

j1 CadaHre^ like that of the Mifanese government, 
tiiig^t^h^n be form^.. dXcrrier ov £e^en</, likothat 
of Fran t, wo aid then record the names of those who 
ahoiihl %e armed as> profirietort . - The redemption 
of the iand-tax of each proprietor, woald serve as 
a general reg^isler of landed property. This' regula* 
^OB, nuHing wilh eeri^in . arrtmgement9 of th^ 
poor rates, and of funds set apart from, labour , and 
itecured through the agencies of eJiriirfertfif'jftstfrafic^y 
siRfMild place Uie .laQded pjcojprieton apd^the ncMiw^oC 
the people in this country m a position, neither tp 
l^' MirpritlMl, 4ior ^venf nalfy diitmlied by mvtMt<m 
from^moce*,' . , -: . i . 

JV: B. The llrst Regular National Militia wai 
published, by /Allredto repreii the invasioui of 
the Danes,. , 

«< He caused the n^hole body of the people to be 
trmined.toiarrai,. 9ia^regi$i4r4^ in t^eir retpe^Hpp 
hun^redi. Suc^ of his sul^ects as were not upo^ 
duty at one time, attended ^t^ <5oiicenM of Agritiiltnrft 
ami ^Commercd i bat wh«n l|ie campaign wi|s 6% 
ashed, they in their turn performed thw portioa 
of inilitary service. .,.*■« 

** In consequence of this expedient, the k^n^dopi 
w«s prepared for the reception of its enemies m all 
.qoarteri. No sooner were >tbe Danei on this past, 
than a sufficient number of Mililsiry appeared ready 
W fcJceive the invaders ; and, if they retired frbm 
jtbence,: find i^^ired ,td another, a similar for^jjp 
was found there to prevent their landing, or punish 
^ their trtnerJiy if they tiiseriibaik^d.*' 

/ .1 Sec Mr.r Warner's preface page «. ^*» 
/rfl«»u»^irf,extraartftom>Pww-i)^- 
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Proceeding from Frant, at the distance 
ikf Ibtirintles, is BkyhoiD-Abbejr; 



' tiAVHAM-ABBEY. 



Jfayham- Abbey, or mpre pitiperfj; Bege* 
liiim-Abbejr^ is situate on Ihe borders of 
Kent and Sii^aex, about sim miles south-ea&(t 
ofTunbridgie-WeUff; and was a religious 
society ^ Prequonstrateasion^ or White 
Canons^ iktAAi ordter war fii^t instituted 
ebout •: tWti yMT. 1180^. «t PiM(ioiitre«v 
in ETrajic^. Th^- were fallefl Wbiti 
Canons from! theitf/ habit, wlMhwaaA wiiitn 
l^as^ojpk yv}th, f^ rocb^t ov^ it^arf^^lpng^ 
white' cloak, i Thee« canons w^r^^; in^ 
|fo4^ice4^ intq Ijjighiivl. ii>:- lUO^.^*' jM 

dom r the last of which "iv^aa^.l^iiij^^^fl^ 
Tlchfi^M^' m iii^top§hire, in t|ie rfei^n'o^ 
JKang Heniy in. And- Bishop Btifiietr 
]|nforin$ UJ5J , that the first resignj^tiqpidSrnj^^^ 
TOligrottff h(ius<!^ tihat he^ could fipA wpoh 
record,' pre vio)(Mi|i^£^^;.^^^^ for m^^^Ms^mg • 
ike Itssar [monasterfes, was of aprioiy of 
%his ord^f at liatigaoh, in Kent. 



d by Google 




") .> 



C ////// vZ2d/////A///J#/ 



d by Google 




d by Google 



»a?lii« pnbvy of Bayhimi'wfts originallj 
mudod at Stowteere^ in 4h0 * parish of 
Itiuimyflieat Maiddtone^ iii Kcfntyby Rftl{>fa 
le Eketie; but 'the caiVcmb had* not been 
kMig settled at Stoneacre, before th^y bega^ 
to : tiMik^ -very- heavy coni^ints of the 
unhealthiness of the situation and the 
scarrity of provkioHid for their sustenance ; 
Whicbj'-wktether jtt«tly' founded or not, ^o 
wrought on the eompassiemtte disposition 
df B!a: de SttekviHe^ of Bucfehtirst, the 
*iQgh"teir and <*o4ifeirfess^ bf ihe sftid RsAph 
de- D^nb, ^ that she ' ^ai^splitnted them to 
Begeham,-bliiMing tht^m>A eapaeious priory 
in bonoiir of^St^^Sfaiy, ^up0n'«-pidce-of 
gtMAdgivM'forithat pi|Vp9se^y«Sir4tobert 
d^ Th«rnham^ an the* Bimgsk ol^Kiotiatd 1 1 

Bayhamiwa» lurgely endowed j^y-iMpk 
de Dene and his nephew, and particularly 
by the before mentioned Ela, and her son^ 
Geoffi-y de SackviUe; which endowments 
were continually increased by their pious 
patrons, the SackviUe iamily, who for some 
ages were buried there. These donations 
were all confirmed, and some considerable 
emoluments added to the cannons, by 
several charters from King* Jobn^ Heiurj 
ill., and Edward IL 
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But tieVertltelegs^ it wds the &tf of this 
priQvy to be included amoBglit the first of 
those /that w^e dissolved by Cardinal 
Wokey^ to bidld and endow hie odlegos at 
Ipswiefa and Oxford.. Its valuation, at this 
supprassipn, waaestiinatedat 1521. l^^ 4id. 
per annum. 

The ruins ofBayfaam are kept inverj 
good order ;by the present proprietor^ the 
Rig^ht Hon. Liord Camden, who has latelj 
much improved a very neat'hovse iipcm th^ 
spot in the gothii^. manner, which judiciduslr 
preserves fu) uj|P[ifonnity of effect, through 
ibe >vho|e pf this venerable sdeoe. 
..A streald of the river MedwftJ runs 
close. liytUs abbeys and pa^es, through a 
little town called Lamb^rhurst^ inJts way 
to Yaldingy wheire itjdi«us Hie maja river. 
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On BAYHAM-ABBEY, 

A POEM, 

By J. S. 



Bb Imsh'dv ye fair ! your monitor surrey* 
That aiffai iiviog legeiid of the day i 
Tread soft, nor rudely press the hallow'd ^ro*and» 
Where all is sacred mystery around : 
Where nodding reaion must perforce awake* 
Where passion sleeps* while mouldering ruins speak $ 
Where silence can some useful lessons teach. 
And pour forth all the energy of speech. 
Think uademeath you tread some friend atJorM* 
Whose jocund soul once bless'd the social boar*d : - 
Now play*d the hero's — ^now the lover's part i 
Now for his country Med — now stole a heart* 
He's gone I— -cold death, inexorably just, 
.Strikes the dead blow — frail man returns to dust* 
Methinks I hear some furrow'd monk relat^e 
What frenzy urg'd to B^thah's still retreat t 
With Yaiu regret, in pensive mood declare—- 
I fought at Agincourt — my trade was war ! 
The path to fame with eager zeal pursu*d— 
But sunk a victim to ingratitude c 
Then, quitting honour and ambition's road» 
Sought an asylum in the house of God. 
B B 
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Another mobk, by totl*riiig age oppreff*d» 
With faiiU'riBg tongue dkburtheiu thus his breast :— 
I figured oncb a Jbe^ii— aod flatter'd too 
bdi crett*lotts fair, as yoo and others do : 
To all alikl&tow'd constancy, and strove 
To fix each heart «npractb*d yet in love ; 
Till genuine ardour warm'd my breast at last. 
And disappoiotment paid me for the past. 
Thos, rpbb'd of all that passion reckons dear. 
Compunction touch'd my soul, and fix'd me here r 
The curtain drops— my Tain pursuits are o^er; 
'And life*s gay.pro^ect'now enchants no more» 

Ton friar, perchance the id^ of an hour. 
Once rttt*d lupreme in ^dignity and power. 
A'miftlster of state !-^what state is worse? 
The priBce*s faYOUrite— but the nation's carte » 
The people's iyrant-^but ambition's siota ; 
Kow doom*d to damn the state-^and now to aare : 
Till tir'd of faction's perseculhig host. 
By friends betrayed— that once had flatter'd lOoM* 
He seeks, like wearied ttravellers— 4in home ! 
And adds onesamt to BA-rHAM't'sacreid-ddme. 

To this grdve moral then, ye feir attend, 
Life atfd its pleasures idon iniitl hare an ^d i 
One gen*raT lumtnoni, li6nce wo all obey, 
One fate absorbs this t^neitaent of chly. 
Man in his stretch, and beauty in iisprhnto. 
Float but as bubbles on th' expanse of titne ; 
An airy idimd, that nought bfi(dbta(nto'wi»ht 
A TisiQB that liDCh3t^»Mheii disiippeiib. 
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Clad all in regal poinp» e'eq prkcet must 
Mix undistinguishM with the peasants dust j 
Heroe9 together with the coward lie. 
And beaaty mkigle with deformity., -^ 
Man struU awhile, by. pageant fo(ly difcsl* ' . 
A monarch, soldier, politician priest ; 
Each acts his part, and when the socne'is o*er. 
Must tread that path, which others trod before; 
To tyrant death, e'en yoiuh and beauty bow. 
And 'rich and poor alike, receive the blow* . 



I,A3»«fl|]g»HURg3: FURNACE; 

Is situated about two miles beyond 
Bayham- Abbey, and one and a half from 
Lamberhurst, oil tbe verge of the county of 
Sussex^, bordering Kent. It was built by a 
Mr. Benge, and just at the time of its being 
finished, a^d beginning to work, it was hon- 
oured by a visit from Queen Anne and the 
Duke of Gloucester, at the time she resided 
at Tupbridge- Wells, from which circum- 
stance they named it " Gloucester-furnace,'* 
aad it is so called. to this day. This under- 
taking, though laudable, was not successful 
to Mr. Benge, who failed just as he had 
brought it to perfection. It then passed 
?9 2 
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into the hands of a Mr, Grotty and was let t« 
Messrs, Legas and Harrison, gentlemen of 
the. county, who, as well as others, that 
haice isince rented it, carried the w<wks on 
with great vigour and success. From that 
time, till within these few years, cannon 
Have been cast there for the service of the 
navy, and it was one of the principal fiir- 
* naces in England. The iron stone which 
sup))lied it^ was dug in the neighbcNurhood. 

. A circumstance worthy of remark is, that 
at this Airnace, was cast the iron hallus- 
trades which now^ environ St. Paulas church, 
and which is allowed to exceed in magnifi- 
cence, any ^her throughout the universe; 
tfa6^e ballustrades being five feet six inches 

. high, and amounting to the number of 
2,500, which, with the seven beautiful iron 
gates that belong to it, weigh two hundred 
tons, and eighty-one pounds; which, upon 
a nice calculation, being charged at sixpence 
per pound, and adding thereto some ne- 
cessary incidental expenses, cost the vast 
sum of 11,202/. Os. 6d. This account was 
taken from the books belonging to the 
furnace. 
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I^MBEBHURST, - 

The towQ of Lamberhurst is only remark- 
able for being the great thorougb&re to 
Rje and Hastings; but as the company 
UBuallj ride oyer the forest from the Wells, 
to Bayhani^.to return back by this turnpike?- 
road^ may afford an agreeable yariety. 

.. CO¥RT.LO0©SJi . • 

Th^ 8ea4 of the late T. Morland, J^sq^^ 
is a;mo8itd^jgh|fii| spc^l, sit^iplfr^^^ar th^ 
upfi^ ei^ < of La^berh|u«t, and close by? 
the turnpike rqig^i lading to TmKbridg^<^ 

WitOl^. 

Ip th^^reign <)CEdward IJI* it bdoag^cl \ 
ta.)the ^oipiiy. Of*, one of t^ neighhpuring 
abbeys ; - from i«[hich. time, t9 thtd tent)| 
year of Queen Elizabeth, dnr^ien^it is dis^ 
covered to haye been in the possession of 
Sir Henry Sidney) history fui*nishes us with 
no account of it^:- In the r^n of James I. 
it was in the possession of Lord Lisle; and 
in. Ae* reign of £ibarles L ik was iot tfve pos« 
iMsioii of Mf* Join. Portei^ whoJimU tht 
B B 3 



d by Google 



J70 TUNBEI|>€iKfWBLLs' 

present house just by where the former 
stood. His daughter married Sir John 
Hanbjy inter whose possession it nexteame; 
and I^dy Hanbj, the last surviyor, gaye it 
hj will to a Mrs. Elizabeth Chaplin, a 
near relation. — It was next purchased, in 
the latter part of the reign of George I., 
hy William MorJand, Esq., at whose death 
it came to his son, Thomas Morland, Esq. 
the late possessor, who has, within these 
few jears, greatly added to the size and 
ornament of the building, and fiimished it 
in a yery neat manner ; which, with the 
additions of pleasure-grounds, gardens, and 

' other improyementSy laid out so as to 
display the correct taste of the owner, 

* added io its being situated oh a fine h»U, 
of yery easy ascent, watered on one side 
by a stream of the riyer Medwwf, and 
on the other, encompassed with the most 
agreeable risings, renders it altogether 
a moat desiraUe residence. 



FINCHCQCKS. 

Is a pUu^e of note, in the parish of Goud- 
hurst, situate about a mile akid ahalf fron 
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tlie town, and about the same distance from ' 
liamberliurst, (near the roiiLd bettreen each 
place,) also eight miles from Tnnbridge- 
Wells. 

This mansion was invested in a fimilj of 
the same name, in the fortieth jear of the 
reign of Henry III. ; yet I cannot find that 
any of them was iUustrious by any important 
undertaking, or fiimous by any eminent 
office. Horden, Esq. of Horden, be- 
came the next proprietor of it by .purchase, 
in the beginning of the reign of Henry VI., 
one of which &mily was Edward Horden, 
Esq., who was knight of the gre^ cloth to 
Edward VI., Queen Mary, « and Queen 
Elizabeth--and to whom Henry YIII. gave 
a grant to use the cross-bow; and also-' 
another to add a crown to his arms, both 
which real grants are now in the possession 
of the present proprietor of the estate, and 
worthy the sight of the curious. 

Edward Horden, Esq. dying witl^out 
male issue, left his estate to be shared 
between two daughteiis and co-heiresses: 
—Elisabeth married to Mr. Paul Bathurst ; 
and Finchcocks, by the above-mentioned 
match, devolved to the possessioD of 
BiAiarat. 
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In th^year 1725^, Ed.ward Batliunt, Esq, 
built tbe noblf struptu/? wlucb is the present 
seaty near^.to tbe remains of the 0I4 one, 
which cost upwards of 25,000/., at wJhi^SQ 
death it.caip^ into the hands of his eldest 
SQS^ ivho enjoyed i% a.fQwyeara only, when 
it came i^ t^e ty^Xt sob, tl^ Rev* Mr. 
IB^hwst. l\ it QAW th(?. propeirty of Mr. 
Spi^iiigate. 



SCOTNBY. 



Ahpni a mile^apfjt a half b^yond Lam^r- 
h^urst, oa t]^^road leading. to Rye, and. skopA 
vine niib^ aij^ ahaljt fi;oQ]i,TuA}^ri<Jge« Wells, 
is a /castellated mansion, surroujoded by a 
fine mpaf; aqd. situated in the county of 
Igu^eji^-T^It borrowed the appeUatiqa firon^ 
its local situati^PA, ^nd ov^K-sboqtiqg of the 
water. It i^ supp<3f ed, tf^ JbaYe heei^ hiiilt 
for. a place of d^fenpe.iA tl^f tiipje,of the 
baroAii' vKarsy and wa^ tbe.re^ideiy^e of!ja 
&mljf . di#iiws¥islied b; t^; s^vB^jgai^ iind 
d ayiWMfi a ^ ia^.; ferone .WaltM d^^poti}^ 
in tiima. of hfghf aicen^, yr^, ff^ri^U^r of 
this place^ but added not much r^p^iMiM 
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to it; for, as Edmund de Hadenllam, a 
chronologer of great antiquity asserts, 
he in 1259, administered poisoff bj tacit 
stratagem, to the Earl of Gloucester, aqd 
his brother, to destroy them; of which the 
last died, and the first escaped not without 
danger of life. After this fiimily was 
mouldered away at this place, which was 
about the middle of the reign of Edward 
III., the eminent iamily of Ashbumham, of 
Ashburnham, in Sussex, were entitled to 
the signory of it. — Roger Ashbumh&m, 
who was one of the ccmservators of the peace, 
for this county, in the first year of the 
reign of Richard II., did sometimes inhabit 
at this place ; and it was by his successor 
sold to Henry Chichley, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who gave it as a dower io hit * 
neice, Florence Chichley, married to Joseph 
Darrell, of Cale-hill ; and he assigned it 
for the livelihood of his second son, whose 
posterity have since enjoyed it till within 
these few years, when the manor seat, with 
a considerable part of tKe land, was pur- 
chased by Edward Hussey, Esq. a gentle* 
man of considerable fortune, who is making 
veiy great improvements, that adds to the 
castellated appearance, by conforming with 
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the original. « The best a{)artment of this 
house was added by Inigo Jones. 



BEDGEBURY. 



^ - 



A seat about two miles from Goudhurst, 
a.ncientlj belonging ..to, ^nd for manj years 
the chief residence of a &mily of that name, 
who were of a very high ascent iu their 
extraction : for in a deed without date^ 
one John de Bedgebury demises some 
parcds. of landito William de Comden^ 
ojT CQm4eA-houj9^9 in this parish ; an4 the 
i0j4,a.fi^x^d to thia<^e(^ 18 a. cavalier on 
Jb^QCfi^b^k,^ armi^d like.^qne of th^ knights 
iapiplaipsi why^h argue^^ that he lived 
befbrf the suppression of that order, an^ 
a^sum^d that impress, out of his p^^icular 
i^flToc.tion to th^m; or el^e, nrhi^h w.^ cusr 
tomary in t^ese times, out of sigpal.and 
folejain vo.W| to maintain the temple of Our 
SaA^iour from the assaults and barbarous 
impressions of infidejs, which these.persons 
were by thei^L oath, and first; ins^itutioui 
obliged vigorously to defend also. 

John de Bf dgebury, this man'js successor, 
p^id respective aid^ for his lands, a^ Goud- 
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harst, and likewise for his manor orlBedge- ' 
bury, at making the Black Prince a knight, 
in the twentieth year of Edward Ill./aad 
left his manor to his son, Jc^n de Sedge- 
bury, who, dying without issue, -his sister . 
became his sole tnheritrfx ; and by marry- - 
ing with Thomas Colepepper, sheriff of 
Kent, in the eighteenth of Hichard II., 
brought the property of this- place to the 
interest of that family, with whom it con- 
tinued till the last century, wh^n it passed ' 
into the hands of Sir James Hay.- It was 
next purchased by Edward Stephenson, 
Esq., at whose death it fell into the hands 
of his brother, John Stephenson, Esq. who 
left it to his only son Edward, lately de- 
ceased. 

It was purchased a few yefars since, by 
John Cartier, Esq. who has rebuilt 'the 
boiise, and tttade many pleiasing 'alterations 
kn(i improvements in the grounds ; it is « 
Irappily 'for that XteighbcmAood, become 
the entire residence ofthat'fiMify. 

Uohhtind Joan of Bie%6bury Were buried 
in the church of 'Goirdhurst, atid their 
effig7)6s iLre carved in wood ih ftill length, 
and pkiced in 6iie lofHhe Vittdows thei^j 
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and a dog also restil^^at their feet, but na 
inscription or date prefixed: 



STONECROUCH. 

Is an .ex<:eeding good Inn, situate about 
one mile firom Bed^ebury, and three miles 
firom Lamberhurst, on the great road lead- 
ing to Aye, Hastings^ &c. 

About five miles from Stonecrouch, on 
the road to Rye, is the neat and romantic 
village of 

HAWKHURST. 

Hawkhurst is situated on a .pleasing 
eminence, commanding a fine prospect of 
the country about it, extending to the 
coast. The houses in general are very 
neat, and many of them modern built, 
compassing altogether a large common. 

This place was granted by William the 
Conqueror, to the manor of Wye; wUch^ 
with all appendages, was to hold of the 
abbey of Battle. The rojaltj and rents of 



d by Google- 



6DI1IE. 



1W7 



Hftwklitivst, upon Aesoppmston of die ab^ 
kej of BaUle, was, in Um thirty-thiid Jear of 
Henry YIII., granted to Sur John Baheryat* 
tornej'^general, and ehanc^ltor of ^e e3^« 
ehequer to that prince — Kind Edward VI. 
—and Queen Marjr; but difierenaes Iweak- 
ing out between the descendanta ofSir John 
Baker, and the heir of L^pdilnirsdon, (Loi^ 
of Wye) touchtng cbimft, (to bury all future 
animosities in anfity andmutaal eompHanee,) 
Sir Heniy Baher, in the sev^rteeiith year 
of King Jauea, conveyed it to Henfy Gary, 
Lford Hunsdon, and the Earl of Dover; 
who, some years since, passed it away to . 
Sir Thomas Finch, fiither to Heneage, Earl 
of Winchelsea. Ithadamarket,aaqiently, 
on Tuesdays, now shrunk into disuse^ and a . 
yearly finr, whieh held throe days; boOt 
procured by the Abbot of Battle, in the 
fifth year of Edward I. 

Our boundary extending no farther on 
this road| we next proceed to describe the 
new turnpike-road, leading from the Wells, 
to the coaftt of Has^gs. 

Basing thf <nigh Frant, (as befim 'de- 
scribed^ to the distance of six ndles from 
Tunbridge* Wells, on a verjr pleasant, 

CO 
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oIt.t9 9.. flsnall .tQiKQ, jabdHit six^nilesiflQifih* 
eiust of Timbridge^W^lfe^. ..Tlifa 0shmvA is 
de^ioatad to SlvP^ter^andSl^iPsul; and 
tj^^yiciDnige i$m theijMvoEage of Wadham 
ColI«j$e| Oxon.. II ifi^situiaiBA iii die see of 
ClM^hf afeef, but 18 .a peculiar, hrionging to 
the jurtadlBtioii of 4lue AschMshop of^^an- 
tedbviyv* i\ ' ■ : 

TiHi^ plmetiM /once inbabitieid b^ a great 
numb^ ofbapfists^ wboy in Ihettidieof K4iig 
CSiai^s IL,iandMB anec^ssins^filiie Sluart 
raise^ were g^ad to fly to'siiell>f9$ld'aiid ^li- 
tary places^ Aat^ the^^ l&iglit, 'iknolieed, 
perfonn their religiouj datiiefi^^'iicc^fditig to 
the dictatai of their >oMi coaeoiMeils; bdt 
ftinie the aocessioD 'of the present rojal 
filiiitly)* the i bapfisia 'have, Hiere^^as well ad 
every ivhere else in Bnglaiid, dwindled 
aifiay almost to nothings? *m^ tru0> i» iht 
oboervatioa of Voltaire «", that << ^here 

'»"VV>ltftire*fl History of the Qiiakeffc 
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t«i%to^i^«flKi»eiices are not fdmeiited ^f 
the inthi^^i df Ae civU magigtra^si^l* 
national church will, in time, swiUlow up 
all the rest," 

Proceediljf. on,, through- iW town of 
Wadhurst, brings you at the distance of 
about four lailes, (on a pleasant and g^pod 
iutt^ike.roadj to the village of 



,, , TICEHl/ftST. 

31 'iinall, aiictentifcuilt Tillage, in tiia 
iibunt j of 8us^^:x, in 'which there is i\othihg 
curidWor re>mancal>ie to enteriain a stranger 
with, Wtfie agreeable ride that it forms, 
from TunbridgejlfVells,. (being <Mily ten 
mil^s,) Which liaA induced 'me to notice it 
in this edition, as well as to extend the 
ttoundarj, and thereby take in many others, 
lifiich were iibt nientioned in a former one^ 
on'^account of the badness of the roads, 
which, at that time, rendered the access to 
tnem very Himcult and unpleasant. 

At ^itie 'distance of about five miles from 
Ticehurst, m the sanie 'tur]Q]^ike*jroai^ 
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(the Ifitter two miles of which, you deeeen^ 
fttite In a valley) stands the town of 



ROTHERBRIDOE. 

A small, ancient-looking^ places, although 
Within these few jears, there have been 
some few neat houdes, built by gentlemei^ 
resident in the neighbourhood ; which, for 
jieveral miles round, is noted for its ex* 
tensive culture of a fine sort of hops. It ip 
a place of good trade, and a great thorough* 
fiire ; being situate on the main road, leadiiu| 
from London to Battle, Hastings, &c-2 
This place takes it name from ihp river 
Rother. 

The church, which stands at a considerable 
distance from the town, is a large and re* 
gular structure, with a lofty tower and 
steeple, built with stone ; and has a pleasing 
appearance from the town and neighbour- 
hood. 

About half a mile to the east of the town, 
are the ruins of d priory and its chapel, of 
Cistercian mouks, founded by Robert de 
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Webster, Bart. Near to the rains was a 
large furnace, to cast cannon for the navj 
and merchants! fo^I;' nfttf^t M small distance 
from this, another furnace was built, about 
forbr years since, by a Mr. Churchill^ wUch 
tk^ call'eS aifkir- furnace; being construct 
te'ia-feVSrtVrttioiit t^itowsV.anaiwiffi 

rtJ^iafi^^iMt m 0^4^^^^^^^^ 

!>♦»« -•'•• • ft iV ' ■ '. '■ s-i' -' -i -''-i 

. *tite*>rffedtt»>^hit*i**^ni§Bes W 
#i^t>tbGtat'^ nflfe from #&ah^, a9«i»i^ 
described, although that part of Vfif Wjtf 
^^mft^^^hk «umAler'tibe|'4^hMi'tl&ffl^^s 
a ve^ y((tr« dlMf ihkdy rM6^,^ ^nhfei^i^glb^ 
wilh4iilkrakiffdal^th'^ lttttet<^«W^ittK189 
b<iihi^«'yoU ifea«i»tte'^^,^fofhi$^e^Hi^ 
Mtfnsi kM vi, ' being i^kMfaMiy^itntfi^ff »dF 
dn'imiii^ntpj ^ith tfotiirttands ^irerf wdf 
iOfett^nstVe prospect. Thetoi^ii isneat^ iuf* 
edffttt^ of sbV0ra» moderti "biSlf K6u^. • '*^ 

«i Proceeding frAm? Hittife,*' to ^th^ '^MaHeS 

CO 3 
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wkh the most ^achaaOing attd ot^Mriiw 
prospecto that oaiure c^Awdl produce* 



1I0SE.H1JLL. 

Late the seat of Rose Fuller, ^sq. The 
house, which is ancient and large, is situated 
on a fine hill, near a village called Br^hi* 
ling. It is surrounded with woods Mid 
downs in a beautiful Variety t from it jou 
haire a' most extcinsiye prospect, command* 
ia§ $ fine view of the Sussex coast, enriched 
by. the continual moticm of the vessel^ 
lirhM^ ewelUng canvas, isourts the rising 
breeisa,, wi delights the ejre of the 
ipectator. 

On a elcjar day, may also be ^scorenif 
^e CliSb of Dover ; w^ with a glass, the 
^ppsi^ fHm of Fjtmce. r The vales en- 
eompassiiig i<» m^ adcrnei^ with woods, 
meadows, hap-girouiids,^ Gor^i-fieldSy town% 
and village^; po beautifuHy inteoBiagledy 
a$ though art had conspired with nature, 
to make eveiy thing grand and irregulaily 
beatjitifiil.-* John Fuller, Esq., the nephew 
tnd If^ of thii ImI pfoprietor, has 
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▲ small town, aboiit six miles south o^ , 
Tunbriiige- Wells, situateil in the wilds of 
Sussex, and of great eminence in point of 
iStuation, but of no importance. The roa^ 
all around it are miich improved, and hf 
the exertion of the inhabitants, will soon 
be in a Very good state. The' parish is yerf 
extensive, and the living,, valued in the 
king's books at 971. ISs. 6d^ id in the gift cif 
Uord Abergavenny. ' ' 
" The church is dedicated to I5t. Dennis | 
and has nothing in it remarkable, exce{(| 
the arched ceiling, which is made of chesnift 
wood, in the gothic stile. 

About the year 800, Berthwald, Ddke bf 

the South Saxons, founded a convent of 

monks at this place, subordinate to the 

^ Abbey of St. Dennis, in France, of whicJh 

there is not at pr^ient the least remains. '\ 



;.;^v-- 
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MAYFIELD. 

A small VbAh .ii iSugsii/ kbout eight 
miles south of Tunbridge- Wells, situated 

iFrant 



on Uie turnpike-rpad, leftding through Frai 
io Ejas't-fipurije^ on the coUstof Susse^,^,. 




and anyrds ii^a|a|t itg^eeable {^4 di^^rent 



and ihe vicanige, tho^b situa^ed^iif^^j^ 

The Archbishops of Ca^erbiiiw badqiice 
f^eje are^stillj^some .f^r 




Other relics of p9piph.8upprst».ti(m. 

The famous Sir Thomas Xiresham, pur- 
chased the Archbishop's palace, which seems 
to have been his priucipal seat; as the fur- 
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miture bdooging to it was estimated at 
above 7,550/., which was a prodigious sum 
in that early age of commerce, apd greatlj 
superior to the value of aU his other houses 
put together. One room in this house wt^ 
called the queen's chamber^ but whether 
irom being visited bj Queen Elizabeth, or 
not, does not appear. 

There are some gopd houses in Mayfield;. 
and it is inhabited by several opulent fa« 
milies^ who have hidierto retained so mudi 
of the sober sense of our nneestors, as to 
•xpend the produce of their estates at' 
home— >it wears the pleasing appearance i|f 
plenty. 

CROWBOBOUGH-HIU:^ 

Is about seven miles south-west of Tun- 
bridge- Wells, over which runs tiie turnpike* 
road from Tunbridge- Wells to Brighton i-^ 
at the top of the hill, on a clear day, is % 
fine opening towards East-Bourne, wh^ 
the ocean is very discernible, and the sailing 
of vessels very easily distinguished with 
the naked eye : from whence, there is abo 
an extensive viaw of v'he wilds of SttSWL 
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TfideJ •'-'>•.»*'' ^ V •'•'-* : -^ .'• •'■■'» 
On thisTfild commbti, sottie yfearS 'feigjbV***^ 
iWat'6hk^il'rfnd fechobl was eri^cted, *y' the 
jttdWons iharitj^ of Sir Heilry Fer^^ 
SfiVerfdkks : wh6,% his" last 'Will, left We 
ttfti' of?;^/; tof ifhis 'purpdfee ; W d al^o'^ 
t!iflfi2f*it''fuWd'l!o keep 'it in Repair for ever, 
khfi^lfo ^prdvide '*fi>r the tiialtilarnance of a 
clergyman, and a schoolmaBter, as "welf as 
for the clothing and educating of fortj poor 
girls an4 ]f^?i 'b^i^^ipg ; to Bgdtherfield 
and Buxted parishes. The children are 
to continue fbuc jears at this school, a^nd 
Ib'be instractecl in the imjiortant articles of 
feudihg, writing, ancl vulgar krijiinietic. 

VHe g(o6d effects' of ^'this'nolbte cliaritj, 
iire tei^ c^(^Wi^pibu8us in ihat*wild country, 
^fiVi^ i'lihlt^itahts were 'more Hfee' s&vages 
ttUti'th^m^^i^ of a civilized inaiion, 'iul they 
!l4a'triis*6ii|lDHuriityV)fcu*J.t/va^^^ ' 

'^"^hTs chapel, and ^ school-house is fcuill 
^\^^xery elevated 'si^uauon^ and uuer^ 
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turnpike road to the distance, of{ seven; t 
niles further, is the town of 



UCKFIELD. 

piil irio-ii :^'Yff " i..- '' ' • 

.?«.}■' 4 *'• »' MJ.' ''ill; ' • • ' 

A:'0nml},'thokHgl»'neat to#n, situate on 
the.deotivityofiaigentle Ihill, in the neigh* 
boiirlMMd^ of wiiic!}^ are- geveral g^Mftfotoi^^ * 
seftft*^ one of Which % *|ye#ly buih, and' 
belong 'to <30ofge''Medleyy Fkiqi, called 
'' Bdx4ea-{ilatte/'^l Udkfii^ld<» reeltoned the^ 
firat sisigt frMn>Tianbfkige« Wells, and on^ 
of the stages from London to Brighl€>n^;( 
yet the.' place ksdUTieottl^Hls'jnothing'Wc^Ah 
rei^Qmmtibdin^itoeithei^^leQtjbni ^f tbe4rafi^^^ 
eller, ^t- p^goaBf^ ikny ilhe Mitdit^be^<]^«' 
where he will find t^e best of accppimpda- 
tions of every kindJ^'l^ere is another road 
that iMdf fiwin l^uabndge- Wells;' through 



i 



* 
The 



Sir Hemry F^ftibf died lU M bf June. itS4. 
whole . tiiiD lwJld^^t4'. CfOWlKMtobghv wa*^ 
Ol.j be8i(|eft.wl] 
ities, su much, 
mure than ao^dk 



»,000l.; be8i4e» wh^ri> Jteft .iftuYW'WP/wMw/ 
charities, su much, as made the whole amounlt^. 
more ihan «0.00(tt! ,f:-.- z^*^ -^^ T»V;tfi » rm:^! 
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Oroombrtdge and Maresfield ; to this plae^ 
which makes it the same distance^ although 
not so pleasant in its course^ therefixe loses 
the preferenice. 



WITHYHAM, 

Ts about seven miles west from Tun* 
bridge- Wells, and is the ancient estate 
and seat of that ndble firaiily of the Sadk- 
Yilles. The parish chmneh is the general 
hinrying-plaee of thb yerjr ancient bmily, 
who have, for many generations heck, been 
^m interred here. The chapdl in whith 
thej lie^ was rebuilt by Richard, Earl of 
Dorset, who was himself buried in it, in 
1684. 

Among the eiHti^hs on the monuments of 
this noble fiunily, tha^e is the following, 
wrote by the ^lebrtted Mr. Pope :«— 

ON CHARLES, EARL OF DORSET. 

DoBSBT, the grace of coortt, the matM pridi« 
Patron of mrti, and Judge of Batiire« 6fd I 
The fconrge of pride» tbo* saoctifj'd or great* 
Of fops in leamingt snt of kaaTes in state t 
Yet loftliit natui^, tboni^ ferere hit laj» 
Bm aagei aioral, and hit wiidom, ^aj. 
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Blest latyritt ! who touch'd the mean to true. 

As thou My ^ce )iad hi« hate and pity too. 

Bleat conrtiar ! who coti*d kmg: ^nd tountry pleaie,^ 

Yet sacked keep- his frienddiips and his ease* 

Blest peeir t his great. forefather's ev'rj grace, 

ReQectuig iMiid reftec^ed in his race ; 

Where other Buckharsts* other Dorsets shine, 

And patriots still, or poets, deck the tine. 

» . . . i ♦ 

The mansion house was called 



STONELAND now BUCKHURST. 
PARK, 

Belonging to liord Whitworth, and the 
Dutchess of Dorset, who make it their 
entire summer residence. 

The building itself is small, though 
compact and neat ; surrounding which is 
aa exceeding pleasant, although not an 
extensive park. 

The road leading to it is through Groom- ^ 
bridge^and forms a very shadjuid pleasant 
ride in summer time. The riding within 
the park, is extremely pleasant, for which 
enjoyment it is always kept open to admit 
strangers. 

BB 
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The parson^e £ouse wap rebuilt 'by *tlie 
.late iAcumbeiit, t^e J^ey. Mr*, fiale, in, a 
very elegant ^nner. Its Bitiiati<m is ren- 
dered hig^ljr pkfiai^fint, bj a 'fine «pen 
prospect in "iHJht, Whfeli iis^i^ifil^ii'^iij 
mil^s bvery' a wfeli-&n"pV6V6d ^o\in!fiy. 
A former curate 'of^Wiihjliam, a ^good- 
. natured if orthy man, evened a school in 
this parisl), which met^th great eficou- 
ragement frbin the surrounding fiirmers; 
and as hfe was equallj attentive to the 
mor^tls and learning .of the children placed 
under his care, he thereby rendered himself 
extensively useful to hip country ; and at 
the same time, set an example, w^hich deserves 
the imitation of other curates, m mfierent 
part3 of the kingdom, who, aif^er '&e success 
he niet 'with, though t'heif parishes W ever 
so thin of inhabitants, need not despair of 
addiiig to tbeir narrow 'stipends, 'if Aey 
would be as diligent to Meri^ ftie'*6iSfeem 
and cohifi^ehce of l£eir pslr1shi?6nets. 



•:r 
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BrcKHERST, Sussex. 

P«l)lifli'aO«fa;*y86.WJ.Si«raiig» TuuVridge^Vell*. 
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BCtCKHURSXy! 

Is an, ancient mpinor, in the parish of 
\y^ithyhain, \yliich gives title ofEaH ^'o the 
puke of Dorset. 

This was anciently the principal " seat of ^ 
tl^e Sackyilles, to whom it devolved from 
Ralph de Den^, bj his daughter and co-' 
heiress Ela, IJie wife of Jordan de Sackville, 
from 'whoiq ^is noble family is linedljr 
deiscendedl " - : • . 

I^is old mansion was aVer^ lai^e and 
strong house, when inhabited by its noble 
proprietors; but since the Earl of Chgir^et' 
obtained Knowle, in K^ent, froni the crown, 
ha^ bee? so totally neglected^ that it is 
now entirely gone to ^ecay ; thougli it is' 
said, its ruins are still worth the inspection 
of the admirers of ancient architecture ; 
one tower in particular, which was one of 
the angular gateways^ is still standing 
entire, and is an excellent piece of work* 
m^liship. N^ar it i.j?e the.rem^ii^s of the 
ainciei^t haU, ijipw coqy^rtj^d iiito ^ barn, ij| 
^hkk the ^ftif f>i: co.urts ?jf e^ ^WJj[%% ^9i 
Hiis tim^.^ . ,/ .... 

p D 2 
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BOLEBROOK. 

. From Buckhurst, at about two miles dis- 
tance, is the remaias of another ancient 
fieat^ called Bolebrook, the property of 
Viii^count Lord Sackville, which is ^yell 
woctif tho. uttentioa of the' curious: ,it 
appears tQ have b^a a visrj large mansioD^ 
b^ilt of brickk. .That .part, of one of the 
angles, now standing, is made into a &rm 
bouse, and ti|ie large gateway, < which Js 
entiri^, is inhabited by a workman and bis 
fiiinily. r, . 

It hajs two tjuura-ets in front, mie of which, 
b«ing overgrown i¥ith ivy,, gives it a. ve- 
merable and pleasiii|^ ^appe^r«ince from the 
lawn before it. ■ . . *. , 



KXPBBflpIv, 



About ten miles West of Tunbridge- 
Wells, a superb mansion, built by the late 
Earl of Abergavenny, and continued to be 
his country residence during his liili^ * 
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It w^ purchased a few jeara 8uice^ hy^ 
Mr. Abt>ott, the present spesJcer of the 
house ofconunons, who resides' very much 
there, and has greatfy endeared himself in 
that neighbourbood. . ; , . 

It is an elegant structure^ in the modem 
taste^ situated in a rety wild and.plea8ant 
country, which abounds with a considerably 
quantity of game of all kinds* 



And near it are the remains of 



BRAMBLETY, 



An ancient building^ which was built b^ 
Sir Henry Compfon, in the beginning qf 
the last century-; and though much, of thi0 
edifice has been taken down of lalfe yeais^ 
to repair i>ther buildings on the estat^. 
enough still i:einains to afford great entei- 
tainment to the curious • teaveller: thp 
Compton armsf being over the front, im« 
lulled with the Montagues ; and high above; 
» » 3 
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ft, on anotW dtone^ in form of atfe^elige^ 
%re tiiese lett^s and date :-^ 



C — " 
H M 
1631 



1 1 f i ■*' 



it is BOWihc pro()eity of Biddulpb^ 

Csq.) of Burton^ in the county of Sussex. 



EAST-GRINSTEAD^ 

Is situated at the northern extremity of 
Sussex, almost on the IxHrders of Surry 
iSnd Kent, and about thirteen miles from 
4lie Wells. It is an ancient town, which 
xtartte to llhe fhtnily of the fiackviHes, about 
ftihetiineofHienryllL ' 

Rdbert^ ihfe «ecotid Earl tT Dorset, in 

ihfe reign df Kittg James I., left by his 

Ik^ Will; 1,0M)A, io build a ttiHeg^ in tbi^ 

tbWti, for thitty-on^ podr unittaitied pbr- 

i6)is'. nafti^Iy, tWettty-one i^Jfen, aiid ten 

irbnien ;' and his lordship eildoweift this 

%^^tui with 3S6L i^er tctmnm^^for 'fAfek 
,: f a 
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mtfntMWee, and offd«md k to bci called, ai 
it now is^ H SadwUle CoHo^/A 

It is a strong stone building, situated at 
one end of the town, and well contrived 
for the purpose/ •..•.* 

The church is a large and well propor* 
jtioned t^uijdiyg, Temarl|ablj( light and airjr 
withiaside^ . and muclf adinired for the sim- 
plici^ aixd eleganc^e of its porch ^nd steeple. 
The town itself is iiregularly huilt, wdth 
only two or thre^ tpler^blfi^ houses in it, the 
others bieiqgyeiy uie^ ^ib^^ ^» it jist^io |jeat 
thorou^hfiire to Lew^^ lihas 9 gopd irade^ 
9nd the prown is said to |^ aa jfpo^ aif imp 
HjB'anj in Susse;^. 

Tbis.tHrn i^.i9..1^9cjfH9^>jrpr98crq>tiQii^ 
aiid aend^ twp mf mW^* j^^ parliament, wjbp. 
are .elected bj al^op^ ti^i^-five burgsfj^fs 
holders, the retuqpn^ Qf^e^ l^ing bailiff, 
chofifen by a .try at the Diike.crf' Jjorf^l's 
court-leet. 

Henry IT. granted a charter for a monthly 
market hmrfy. fffi iffmk^^^BSffe^fre always 
held at East-GMnstead, and the summer 
assizes at Lewes and Horsham alternately. 
it has four ihiA( itf Oi^ j%ik','atia soi^ of 
^hem are veff ^iMmMb^ 4br Wrtoh 
*i^si andfeII^tlMMBb«tl(l^iHticii^aiNi4irMigli| 
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kece in grtat ^Ihindaace^ to snpplj th^ 
farmers of Kent, Sussex,, suld Stirryl 



CLATFORD, , 

• The seat of James Eveiyfi,Esq.ji8 said to 
be an extreme good house ; it is in the 
neighbourhood of this town on the ISurrj 
'side ; and travellers wlio are obliged to stop at 
East-Grinstead for refreshment, can scarce 
spend their time fe^lter than iii surveying 
it. ' The situatioti of this bouse is very 
pleasant, being surrounded with meadows, 
watered by running streams, and having 
its'tieighboBrii)^ bills covered with wood, so 
'a6 io make it ik delightful summer ' retreat: '; 
but the badness of the roads all' around it, 
except the tiiriipike, renders it a disagreeable 
Winter situation. 



THE PAl^Eft MILIS; 

Are situated 9p tb^ rarer Mefiwaj, about 
icntr mUet fbMi lWbridge-WeU% oa the 
rpftd leadftogftD PopaliMiipt, ^j.t<»»ltipt<ia« 
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green, and are the property of Mr. William 
Turner. The Mills and appurtenances are ' 
large and commodious, iv herein are made 
paper of various, sorts; btit no visitors are 
admitted within the mills on any pretence. 

PENN^S ROCKS, 

So called, from the owner^ Mr. P'enn,'' 
and its situation, being surrounded with 
focks, by which it. has a very romantic 
appearance. 

There is a very good carriage road to it 
from the Wells, leading through Groom- 
bridge, about two miles fit>m thence ; there 
is ako a pleasant and nearer bridle road 
over the fi[>rest, by Eride-green, and Ham- 
Ml-fumace. The road either way, as you 
approach the spot, is truly romantic and 
picturesque ; and the situation of the house 
rural. 

It was originally built by one of the 
noted &mily of the Penns, who at that time 
resided there, fenced in some grounds about 
it for a park, which was well stocked with 
deer, and laid out pleasure grounds^ udd 
neat gardens, &c.- 
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It n^w ^e^QB^f^t^iMr. Osborne, of \yitl\x- . 
ham, sQipe ofwhw^ familjc r^^i<|es tji^rje.; 
aiid althoqgh the p^k is chi^fl^, cqi\v,^i:ted 
into tilled lapd, apd* tbe, grounds iiA^tbff 
whole coHipfps^ a g«H>^ %mi; Jr^t thj^ si- 
tuation of the house, with some remains of 
the former state of the gardens and orna- 
mental treeSy.iBtiEiefttto vievr^.make it one 
of the desirable, and pleasant airings from 
Tunhrfdg5^,l^e^s. 



■ . . . .f , .. ■ ;•, 
1 / ••.•:■.'•; •/ 
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ANECBOTES. 



In the year 1T4K, Several gentlemen 
talkitig iof the lialubri ty of the. air^ of Tiin- 

' bridge-dwells, ^aaid its Environs, at Mrs. 

. Wtmk'^CtfU^e^^imvlae^ 'dte >edefarated B^au 
ii^«8hf,'iHio ti^6 present, related fhefdlhnv- 

" That in tlje younger part of life^ having 

by vslrk^tial idissi^ratSoas^i^ot 'into A/ very 

^ecfinhig 8tttte^«if health, bnd/that "after 

stra^gting^irith i€' fi)r aoitieff idie, jie applied. 

toifaat :vrd9fiiitoii»ti|Mi tbgeaidiiapbyaicittn) 

';I>r.PeIIe^^/{ian ^ iBbt^ ewho/usedto 

•«fcttdndDBorffridgerW^U8)fSfha»id, ^Nash, 

you^^eTOiAjIfiii'a' Badnvray ; but -as Ikjik^w 

*« yoigr^hliY^ arg«N9i^ai|niKk,'«<ttntSTcdy/foHow 

'^f^^-iUhfrnlthi^lrplM gi.vbiyDii^'abd'S'blvve 

' >»#% the'ftaM>lH«bt* hAiyflK^willreeamr : 

iI«u4pbir.iTOs«<>nfD«Jildlst^^ tewalM'^un- 
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bridge- Wells/ but before be could proceed 
any farther, Nash cried out, ' D— n it, I 
cannot drink Tunbridge- Wells' waters.' — 
' Softly, Nash,' says the doctor, ' I do not 
intend to prescribe thein ; but go down 
and get into one of the small houses upon 
Mount Ephraim, and follow the regimen I 
shall mark out for you for a few weeks, 
and my life for your's, yoU will certainly 

recover/"' Mount Ephraim may be 

called the MontpeKer of England. — Nash 
said,, he pursued the Doctor's advice, 
and soon found the good effects of it, by 
I the entire re^stablishment of his health ; 
and as he did not taste tiie wider, attri- 
buted his recovery solely to the purity of 
the air. 

'About the year 1725, and to the year 
1734, a fine but very large woman, whose 
name was Bell Causy, was extremely well 
known in those days, iw attending with her 
nymphs', at the Ring, in Hyde-Park^ with 
oranges, nosegays, Sec. ; as Ukewise lor an 
expert ccmieyanee of biliet-ikiux, &c., and 
promoting firiendship between persons of 
' th^ Siigtest raidc Shepresided as absolute 
'g^v^meiksatTutilMridge- Wells for theabove 
period, vtA -directed the company in all 
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tbeir tpkasarfts and >aiittBfiineiit8y**-Taued 

«ttb8cri{>(ioii8>for Jinjr: pevsoosim distrsts,— 

wai, :by.a iset .ofigcfriuies^fid jgainbl*er6, 

iHlhimfkd two>giiiiitta»a dayi to ootidutH: their 

iroMM, '(tbe» t|]e.,only iriDOBM^for ipjay, 

lexospt tbetGrrc^oai'-povters, at'thattifne ki 

rthe-Well&;r) to iiUeh, .aftev <<;h9pel^ dh^ 

.eonitantljr used to^b^ing the edmpafliy'fbr 

-raffles^ijor ;otheir amuatqg pufpi^ies. Atfd 

>tbe -dekbobted Miis^ Qhenevix, ii^ho^ aboiiit 

-thisliine, heptan .ei6^attt't«yBhop:|i>r h^r 

rifalfam^ (tlie.if ell ikn^wn ' s^d ^ovt^itidl Mr. 

DcMird) or jSubbie Boy^)^ has been often 

beard .>to .relate tlie astonishing iiiflpeilee 

tMa same. Bell Causy had on the nobility 

afld^gentjrr)r, from her useful, afiabk^ and 

generous*^ bebavioitr ; expending evety 

sbiliing of her allowance in treating the/ 

ooaqaoay .with jellies, orangf s^ biscuits, 

Ac. t iktpi a plentiful table, and gave every 

day.'.ail that was. left to the poor, by whom 

• she'Has-adored. 

fF'he pevsofivwho furnfisbed this ahecddte 
■ 4>f''her, has himself heard -Mrs.'Cbenevrx 
myy ttet when any entertainment was 
waAted to , amuse 'the company, ; or any 
sttbseription for a raffle, or Buchxaity to be 
collected, it was BeB's constant cufitom to 

B B 
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place heraelf atthe top of the steps, leading 
to the parade,, and as the company came 
from chapel, witii her apron spread in both 
hands, hustle them as they do chicken^ to 
any place, and for any purpose they wanted 
them for; and if she espied any new comer 
of rank, Ae knmediatety wished them 
much joy of arriving so seasonably, when 
there was an opportunity of theit enter* 
taining the company with a public break* 
fast, tea-drinking, &;c.; and so great was 
• her influence at the Wells, that she would 
not suffer the great Beau Nash to have 
any power there while she lived, and ab- 
solutely kept him from the place till she 
died ; when he, the very next year, attended, 
took the lead, and nobly and generously 
followed her example in promoting union, 
and every pos»ble public entertainment for 
the company, at the noted cold* bath, on 
Rusthall Common, the fish-p<mds^ the great 
rooms, the coffee-houses,. &c. Scarce a 
.day, and never a week together passed, 
during his vfhole reign, without some of 
those amusements.; andhe always expressed 
his displeasure at the company's breakfast- 
ing at home, or any where, but at the above 
places.^The civil 4nd polite Mr. Caulett 



d by Google 



succeeded hini, and followed hU gehetoinr 
steps. • • ^ ^ 

From, or about the jear lT35y ^a the. 
death of Mr. Nash^ wbieh was about 1756^ 
the number of singular cl^nipters that, 
frequented the WeUs at the (c^aspp was 
remarkable: The first of ^hidd was, a 
little deformed mortal, called JUordrRawlins, 
the Wells' crver, who gained ht« title by 
being taken to London, by the famous 
Duke of Wharton, ridicuJiouslj, but richly 
dressed, and introduced by him into ;8ome. 
of the first clubs inliondon. He was re- 
markable for sjnging the touting song, and 
reciting some speeches relating io th^ place, 
taught him by the Duke ; but he remained 
so proud after from this acquired title, that 
he went mad^ and died in the parish 
workhouse. 

Another very low, but sensible character, 
was an odd shaped figure, a natural son of 
the late Sir Robert Walpole^ said a thousand, 
smart things to the company, and was 
reckoned more like Sir Robert than any of 
bis children ; as may be seen fi*om jsl print 
which was taken of him about that, time. 
Several generous attempts were made by 
the family to drag him from this wa^ of 
£ E 3 
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life; but trithoiit efltectr. When tlie presenlr 
Sir Edward Walpole visited the Wdl&, 
tHis- fellow ofleii<use*td siiy to the company 
-->* THA^Ilfe fVbfidfered Ws brother did' not 
take* more ntrticfe df HiBtii" 
' Thet^#tife nkfeWfee^k tall ineagre figiirej 
a* mid* wbfrtitf, 'called Lady Tanbrid^ej 
who was fi^nftk^icaUy dressed, and was con- 
stantly \ta1kiug and talking to herself, when 
the company wirs upon the parade, and liot 
being'* any wify itaischierou^ obtained' a 
c^mfdrtttble srnbsktence. 

But the most singular ciiai^cters were, 
Mi^s". Pfiips, dallecf Datne Fortune, and 
Beggar Jack^ called Berwick Jack, both 
t^ell known and remembered^ wliose very 
poignant and sensible strokes, at many 
distinguished persons, would^ if tWy could^ 
be collected, afford' no small amtiisement to 
to the public ; iri short, by their fkmiliarity 
with the Servants in f&milies, and the secrets 
they got Arto by that nretos, they kept tfiany 
haughty' characters in such awe,' as to 
cftttort scrflteieiit for theit support 

About the year 1737/ Wflen every species 
of pfciy^ as- hazard, pfaaroah, ace of hearts, 
Ac. was' encouraged, and which brought 
dow^ shoals of gamblers^.of every denomi- 
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nation and station, *the following curious 
circumstance happened :— 7 ' ' 

^* A Jemmy Gilbert, (as he was called) who 
married the daughter of Mr. Yandernan, 
who altered, extended, and kept the great 
rooms, on the parade ; and the well known 
Lawrence Sidney^ both of the blaclt-legged 
tribe, ' being at * chapel one Sunday, and^ 
settitig together,' Mr. Okill, a very singular 
character, then clerk to. the said.ch'apel;' 
keptasmalt lodging-house, on Mount JSion-,' 
and always gave out that Psalm, which' - 
says, ^ Mount-Sion is a pleasant place/ 
till he had let his house : and he as usual 
giving out this psalm,-^' Odds, zourtds,r 
says Sidney, ' poor Okill has not yet let 
hisr^house;' of which Gilbert seemed to ^ 
take no notice, but hearing, in the course 
ofthewee^, that Okill had let his house, 
he went familiarly to him, wished him joy 
of it, asked him to drink a glass, and told 
liimhow glad be was, and at the same time 
said to Mm, ♦ Master Okill, I wish you 
vi^ould oblige me 1^ giving out the same 
psalm you did last Sunday, as it is a fe« 
voiirite one ofrifiitfe** To which Okill ait- 
swered, ^Nci^ Sir 5 I nfever do that after 
I have let iny Jhouse :' but Gilbert^ slipping . 

BBS. 
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half-arcrawU'iato his band, aad hopiog he 

would oblige a friend, the other promis^ 

that be wpyld. On wbiefa^ Gilbert toQk 

care to seat hiniself clo^e to Sidney the next 

^fULfdaj ; and when Okili guve out the u^ual 

pe^iu, l^idneji exclaimed as before, but 

aeeming:](y^wkh more concern; wheaGUberl 

told him, he heard thatQkiU h,ad let^hia 

house, which Sidney saying he was sur^hf 

had not, aivdCrilb^rt declaring^ thajt^he had 

heaiii it/rom a person h^:couM positiTely 

depend on, and Sidney stiU olj^oately 

insisting that he was y^ryjure.be had not, 

' Gilbert asked him if he wopld bet any thing 

of it; to whiabthe other said, that he 

wpuld, an4 <^ff<?<*^d to lay (him ten guiniias, 

Gilbertagre^d, ai^4 ^ b^t was thua made, 

won, andpofitivfyt^r p^dv^i 

About, the.yefiir 4!^^> ^* Nash being 
V)lbri9f(t,. j^at 0Q^fo{;t^ iv^j^iabi^ta bad) 
,to oblige ^ Jwniljfj, w|)o, )i«A ^kea pavt of 
his k^use, procarod <» qardrtahl^ ifmn 
)^ndp#^ T^nt t<> thohq^tfe, nn4i^:pr#t9Dce 
of taking theotbeir pa^t;.and drairing to 
s^.that whi^h was l^t, saw this card table, 
an^ immediately asked the landlord whkh 
4^f .thia. i9f»s it belf ng«Kl to^ and if ib» 
person it w^ for> wai^ iQ iH^ m not to be 
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eiipsM« of altenidifig'4;he rooms ? To which 
Im an^w^e^ '^ tlyUt he h^A homgh^ih^ table 
ffw tfte w|et ^f hMi lodgers^ ^^*i«^evei;y 
well^.bot did not choofieiAo g^fo Ae pnUic 
i««i».''-^« Wk^" saya NasJti^ " What a 
poif pjt yowinuat b»^ not to hm^m^ iKat th^ 
prtaeipalmippoct oiHiib We\h^ywxl9om(^% 
and c^veiy bcnefieial eiccumaitaii^^ tttonctiiig 
tll«. place^ depea^ fKRtii^y 00 tbe cpni* 
pany's frequeatia^ tiho rooi^^i; »nd w^eo, 
outfit thai peas«% be assured IbaA.theJVells 
wilt drop.^'«-«Ordet«d Um to put tl« tablo 
fey, or lie dbottld coauuiiad it to.bebvokefi; 
aiiM report soyi^ h^absokitely put hia threats 
In execution. 

Chlft^ wiy nngiiJajr n^pd en^api^dinary . 
dnvacter^ was aft old gonttomaR^ oan^ 
Dunssall) who was an iofaalHtaait^, lived ii), 
Mdomad tho houBO^ ^ow Mr. Kaptl's, o^ 
the IjaBdon wauiy « vefy k^ndsK^oa^, bul 
psotf gatemaBx mth a.h3ad of jiaic as wUto 
sto sooltf;. wid MisMlted tito p):opl^jt« det 
obrtngthatheJmd beM iAtii^.woil4^v«t 
sinoe 'the evtatikw^iwd t)i%t bp should 
^ver dio) aiid p^itiv^ly WfWted^t tjb^t h? 
was directed ki %iiHji ^Wi of ^onfoiii^oc^ 
by tho Aagel Gabrie)^ fr<MP wham ; h^ j^oft' 
atanCI^ ]!ecetii#d'0i:iN% #<iM^ of (ibem ^ 
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most extravagant and'wfaiaisical) that can 
possibly be imagined. He absolutely as- 
serted to the famous Lord Chesterfield, 
who was asking him, from the long time he 
had been in the world, '' if he remembered 
or knew any thing of Jonas being in tb^, 
whale's beHy?" " Yes, my Lord^ yery 
well, for I. was with him; and a dark place 
it was ; and between oiursel ves, for a prophet, 
Jonas was a great coward, &c.*' 

This gentleman. was a convincing proof 
of the great power and effect of the mineral 
waters of this place; and that they are not 
to be trifled with, we may learn, from the 
following very singular anecdote :--« 

'^ One morning, about eleven o'elock, 
Mr. Dunmall, went down to the Sussex 
Taverfi, on horseback, tbeA kept by the 
well known Jack Todd^ (the person who 
first built the Sussex great rooms) and 
calling for him, ^ Jack^'says he,. ^ IhAve 
received an order from the lingeL Gabriel, 
to drink eighteen gills of white itine, )>efoie 
I get off my hor8e'--HUid positively, as T^Mld 
has often declared, did so; rede vei^^ 
quietly away, and ap|iearod on the parade 
as usual, in a day or two^ perfectly welL 
Bat in a few days irfter, he went on lJ<Mrse« 
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liaek^ to* tli$< back ofitihewater^dippeFs' hall^ » 
anit ^d^ ^'he- bid reoeii^dtan* onder from 
hn'BiY^ 6bbnel),to drink oigUteeB glaaae^. 
f^m^Wdim waters wiiAoiiligtfttftfigl offjiifi 
bmse^' which he lifavvBse' did,, and i4^Qlr« 
hbgnre^ asihofoce^ Imt.ii^ tfareirlqfa :iilta 80- 
iMlieit^ atfemiV UratheMmsinolrmblettr-^c 
out) or appear on the j»l«db fbr Hior^ thnrii 
three weel^ after." 

f^ ^othflrt of his wUmaieal rnsdera vsa, 
that one day mstihg a ]nlibi»^iltixP4mid<yi 
anivaidiig^ iuaii&faia iWBi^ whipir Ibeisiin 
telUiig^hk^ ^'obe jon aure that iff>)PCMirvea)(- 
nameB' To whieht the «ther anaffmUg^ia' 
the. affihaatiM,; ^ Whj^ tftm,! t^i9 hd < h 
baro an oiider frma AeangahCbbri^I tCr 
^vejQOu teii.9ui[i6ai9^'*^^'IH^e-3i^l' 4^^ 
Ite pedior^ < and'tha aaiM aftf0Jhba»l)lw9<id> 
lae with an. opdar to seemie. »l.'-**-Oii^ 
which Dnhmall immedBatellf ga¥e bimi tbb 

: An<^Jbr adUi dihiinatisifa* %Hre^. \nA "9^ 
nnist, seasibla, hana^ «i«ibiligffiiik6wK iMit; 
at tla^tnif, nasitlie^ttkao Mtf. Ijogato^tihfo 
fen-^palatar^ wHo^ fair «atae> jlawray kapi.aB 
AofnatAdm&ixi9mai md of tiie-paeade^^.<fraflir 
wfa^ncc^he (Mntld'^aee the wholi« aov^^f.;: 
mid cMatantlji^ d^Un^aled .my j^tm^^^: 
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character amon^ thenf in his fans, so as to 
be inimedialely known by their forms, which 
he introduced 'in his views of the parade, 
the cold bath, ihi fish ponds, &c.; and for 
which he had constant employ: bqt his 
character, good sense, jokes, and smai^ 
repartees, are better remembered at the 
Hot-WeUs, at Bristol, where he lived til^ 
within these few years, and died much re- 
spected. He was originally dwarf to t]ie 
Prince (pmd'Princess of Wales. 

But aoioilg all these charaeters, it would 
be unpardonable to forget die mem<Muble 
Mrs. Sarah Porter^ so well known to all the 
nobility and gentry resorting to Tusibridge- 
Welb; till within the y«ur 176S, and truly 
called the <^ Queen of the Tenters ; V as no 
cbe ever carried the species of begging, or 
•olicttiAg your pecuniary as8i8tance,.so high 
as she did«-^When Nash came first down 
to the ball-room, which was at the bowling 
green, on Mount-Sion, till about the year 
lT39t, be brought this strange and suigular 
diaratter to his rooms on the parlide, to 
solicit the subscriptions for him, aad there 
was not a persoii of the least rank or credit 
that she let escape ; she pretended to know 
the lathers, toothers, uncles, aunts, and 
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everj relation of aoy person of dktihction. 
had a shrewd memory, and could recollect 
or forget whatever was for her interest; 
used to stand at the ball-room door, and 
-make some thousand curtseys in a day; 
had not the lea^ fkith or inclination to 
trust; and if any individual did not im- 
mediately subscribe to her, she would take 
her bode, pen and ink in her hand^ and 
follow them all round tiie room, when 
it was full of company, whick made 
many ^of then often veij angry; but 
rating, swearing at her, or any other severe 
method, was never known to put her out 
of humour, or make her Uncivil to the 
company. 

The young folks would often teize her, by 
calling to her, and letting her know, there 
were two or three gentlemen, who they be- 
lieved to be foreigners, had slipt by her up 
the parade; when she would be in the ut- 
most anxiety, and when they said to her, 
^^ What are you so uneasy for, they'll soon 
be back again/' — She would answer, " I 
don't know that, for I have known more 
than one drop down dead before returning^ 
and many that have slipt quite away." 
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She valued herself much- upon-'her intre- 
pidity, land iftot g¥viii^«up any ttMaftter; «nd 
an ing^eniou^,' droU^ *A Aiefi^iiii ^arsoily ^Wbo 
anadfi ki^seif ^Yery' fttUiilifftr- ^tk <Uet; -ift 
asking for-«Q^ of UJie atneaddtds of 'fcMT 
dife, '^<l^«^i^ l^Qghabiet^lHti!l6iflg<il^«eor«te 
'firom'teit; I6nb dfifffaisli vw«Sy ''' ;tfaie : t«hMs 
'she baud r£cfr hemeli, from 'lier beiiig de- 
:8cen4ttd in oa^ direst ilinetfrofti| tbe^Engiish 
fWciiieii^iin»ihe(ttnte;of»th<fe[i)aaieR, twiio: out 
'dllitlieir . Uiifibandis thocDals- tide tfiflsi>night 
^oflthetrnnarripgew" ;.• rr i :: • 

) A ^{)ri>iit of tliis' s tranger{)^iKm Wats' laode, 

after ai fme. pietAire of VaifderaBtesdu'sy and 

'is to )be«9een;on'the'|)«rade; a»d ^tkougb 

very, scarce, what remains is td.bediird of 

. * 'jy[r.<^prangey < the . ancthor 'and fMvbli^hcr of 

'tliis lustory. 



., • \'Ai 't-»f. , 



. ^»J. 
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A LIST 

OW THF. ' ; . 

LODGING HO0SES/ 

TIIETR SITUATIOjr, 

NJM^S OF TNE OWNEnfi^ V 

STABLES, COA€H-HOUS£S, Aif.D.llOOMs/ 

COHTAfirKD IM EA.C|I^ 

■ -■ ,- '"' ' ^V 



P. for Parlouty C. /»r Chamber^ G. for Garret^ 
C.B.f9rCoMth'Bomsc*S.f$rSUatHng..^ 



ON AND NEAR TUB PARADE. . 
P. C. O. C.UJU 
M».R. STRANGE ...2 3 9 
Ditto Sd Apwtnent ... 12 
SiiS8exPlace(Mr.SprkJige; 2 2 2 

Mr. Prince • 2 4 4 1 

Miss Baker ^# ^ ^ 

Mr. Sprange 2 4 4 1 9 

Mr. Wm. Smith ••««.. 2 3 3 
Mr. John Smith •••^\% 13 2 

Pitto • ' 12 1 

9W 
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P. C. G. C.H. S. 

Gloucester House (Mr. 

Nesbitt) .•....• ... 354 

Mr. Cheesman 1 3 

Mr. Gander... I ••..%.. 2 2 S 
Assembly It<K>in8 tMr. 

Sprange) •••.••.. 1 3 ST 
l)itto (2d Apartment): i ./' Ill 

Ditto (3d ditto) 1 1 1 

Mr. Nye ............ 2 3 

Mr. Friend .......... 4 7 8 

Mr.Na^ ^ i.; ^. .... . 3 5 5 

Mr. Sawjer *. .. ...i .. 1 2 I 

Qfr«N£ale (Frant Road) 2 ^ 2 
Mr. Goodrham (Coanli 

Office) .......... 2 3 4 

Abe rgav e nn y PkcefMr.- 

Lucad) ...l,m^^*•h :<k (5 .3''«^ 

Mr. Crjpps ••••••••.. 1 2 

Mr.' I^tjdolph ^« •.••••• • ^1-8 I ^. 

BlooBi^eU C<^tage (Mr. ^ 

Bennftt)«. ••..;.. 2^3 



c 



BtoUNTSION. 



CliapeLS^urding House (in 
A|igrVpiMt8) 



dbyGoogfe 



p. C. O. C.H.S. 
Mr.JohnFry ..•.;;•! -1 9 1 /, 
Mrs. Jeniier(Bion Yard) -J^ 2 
Mrs. Beale ..... . . . . * 2 i 8 3 W 

Ditto ;..• 2 *2 2 

Ditto ...;....• 2-2 2 

Ditto Cottage 1 2 2 

Fair Lawn (Mr. Larg?) 4 *& 6 2 (J 
Eden House (Mr. Thoe^ ' 

DelVes) • « • • # •>•'• / 3 6 8 2 ^ 
Mr. Liangley ••••••••« S- d^ 5 

Vonst Progpdit (Mr^J% /' 

'DelVe^ ... •»•••••«• 4^ 6 ^iO 2 4( 

Chalk Ilatt(Mr. FHftid^ 12 1 
Ditto(MA7arfa)ent) ;. 1 », 1 
BurlinglonHo«6e(Mr.«R^ • 

Detires) .r • «»•«*!.« 8 *6 7 2 Bt 
Bowlingf Gkreea (Mi% •R# • 

Delves) ••••*«••••.•«' ^8 S* & 2 5^ 

Cumbertand House (Mr# • 

R. Delires^r . .,,.. 4 • 9 • 7 14^ 
Clifton Houie .(Miss. ^ 

WJbd). .•'• • ^. .-. ' * 4 ft '» 4i 

Nei|ark House -(Miss, . - - 

Wood) ••«•».»••**•€• & >d 2 6 
Bow Winijow (Mf.. Hv-^oH ... I 

Delves) No L -.2; 3'»»* »- 

pittoNo.2. <.«•• a*d'*4 i'i 

V V 2 
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P. C. G. C.H. S. 

SionPl»ce(Mr.R.Delv«8) - 

No, S. . . • . • . 8 4 5 2 2 

Ditto No. 4. ••... 2 6 6 2 2 

Mpntagiie House (Mr. . . 

ILDdros) ../..•. 2 3 3 

Ditto (SdApflotment) ..2 3 3 

Mr.J.Stapley 12 2 

]Mr. Peerless 1 1 1 

^Irs/GUbert 9 2 f 

Sion Cresceat (Miss . 

Baker) ....p..... C S 4 S S 

D^to (Laife Hou««i) ,. 3 5 6. S 7 

Greea Pal<|s (Mrs. Cave) 3 4 4 

Ditto (2d Apartment) • . ji 3 S . 

Mc Taylor •••• S 4 4 

Xr. Stone .••••••••.•. S 8 9 * 

Bolton House 0.. 4 6 6 

Mr. Peerless *••.•#.••• 3.4 6 S 6 

Mr. Trice •..•• 3 4 7 

Ditto (Nem House) ..•.. f 3 3 

Laurel Cottage •••#•• • 1 3 

RoeeberryHouse....... 3 5*26 

Warwick Houiie (Mr. R. , 

J Delre^ .«,.••«,... 3 6 6 S 8 

First Grove House; •••• 4 5 & 2 i 

Mr. Hunter 2 2 3 

9itto2ad...«;. •.•««• 2 2 3 
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DittoSd .'...•• 3 # '^ ' ■• 

Mr. Elliott..^.. ••••.' 8 »•«' 

6reltt Merryvale (Mrt- ^ 

R.Ddve») grf#^*i 3 5^ 5'l 4 

Idttledlttol. •-..•....• » 3 * 
Wellestey ' L Wge • (Mr. * 

Jortan) •.••*....#•« 2 8 ^ 
frafelgfer -House (Mr. • ' 

' Cross) »»««^««« i 3 3* 

Ditfo (2d Apartment) .^ 8 3 3 

MOUNT PLEASANT. 

]^r. Hicks \...: 1 2 J 

Great Mount Pleasant , ^ .^ 

(M;r. R. Delves) . *. • 2 6 7' ^^ 6 

i:ittJeditto(Mr.B.Delves) 2 5 5 '2 ^ 

Mrs.Marsden •.l»t#.^«. ^3 5 5 ; •, 

J^r.MaryW »,•# ♦ 2 .4: 3 ,1 3 

Ditto (Hope j^ouse) ... 11 1 . ; 

Mr..Di(dlcy ^., •'••••., » 4 4/ 1.3. 

I.OIJDON ROAD. * 

Brook House (in Apart- 
ments) \ 

Great Bath House Oia ' . ., ^. 

Apairtmenta} 

V9 3 
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P. c. a c.H. «. 

Heath Cot^pge (IWr, R, _ 

Delvet)^...^..... g. .3 * 

Mrs. Hartridge ..••.., 3 4 3 14 

Yal^RoyaJ , g 4 4 1 4 

Ditto (ad Apartment) .. « 4 4 

Little Hdllj BiMh ...» 2 2 ,9 

Great ditto ^ , 4, 5 jg I 4 

Rose Hill (Mr. Rae) ... 3 4 6 1 6 

Mr. Burrows ., 2 4 4 16 

Ditto (l^ew Hoiu^) .... 3 5 5 13 

Mr. Habens .•••„.. ,, 234 
Jordon Cottage (Mr. 

Morley) ,, 1 2 1 

Jordon House ..»•..•.'. 24 4 l g 
Summer ,HiIl (Mrs. 

Gw») •• 3 4 4 14 

Mrs. Pope 4 5 6 2 B 

Mock House (Mr. K. 

Delves) ......... 3 6 7 15 

Rock Cottage .#...*.. 121 

»^1^ Villa ./ 3 5 5 16 

Rock Mount (B&s.Flem- . 

™ng) • 3 5 4 

MissMaryan ..•..••. 2 2 3 
Oldenbui^gh House (Mr. 

M.Stapley)*^.,.. 2 4 5 14 

Mr>. Bossom •tt»<««,, 3 4 



4 
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■[•■. 



v> 



•?r 



• -• 



/;. i Pi C. G. C.H.S. 

tiMfvefaor Ciottage (Mr. :, 

.jf . James Fiy) i 9 3 1 9 

iJicosyeDor Lodge, (Mr. V;5 

. * :- James Fry) ..•••• 33 6 IS ' , i^ 

&osYenoT House, (Mr. J. 

h; Delves) 4 6 8 . 3 t^. 

[^^.D.Iiangrid^ ..^^ 2 3 3 S :& 

Percy Cottage, (Mrs. ', ' -^ 

; WatsoB) 4 5 7 . 1 ;4 

Korthumberland House .-i 

.; (Mr. R. Strange) .• 3 6 8 S j6 

^^rthumberfatnd Cottage 1 2 2",-' 

'&^1ikV8 Cottage .> • . . . . 2 3 3 .. ; . X 

..Mr. W. Langrit^ • • . • 3 4 6 1 4 - -V 

/•Mjr. J.Nye .••..•..-.•; 1 2 .2 . 

ifi^.H. Nye .•••••••«• 1 2 '«•' vl 

.Willow Cottage, (Mrs. 

•';: Latter).. 3 2 «•/ 

*llr. David .•..>....• 2 2 2 ' 



- -• MOUNT EPHRAIM. 

Iig^«^ No. 1. 

Mc^.39d^ 4 5 13 

jS^tJ^Nali. * « 2 4 5 IS 

Pra]!o1Iouse(Mr.FScott> 4 4 5 






..3 



^^.. 



• -• J-- • -^y Goode 



P. C. G. C.H/S. 

Mr. Stone a... ••.-.;.. » 3 •'» y^' 
W^Hingtott Phkce, N<h I, . - ' ^• 

(Mr. It DelYcsi ... « 6 « 1 * 

Ditto No. ». .....%... 36 » « 4 

Mr. Stone •..•*..»../ 9 6 3 » 7* 

Stone Houa^ < •••..••..• S- 7 ^7 16. 

Mrs; Whitteker .•.•••••. » »^6 *■ *. 

Mrs. Simpson ..•'#•» v^. • S' 4 -^ 

Bfr. Richardson *••••*• 9 4 8 

Ditto SmallHouse .. 1.. f II 



* 



3iau?I^T KDGfECUkB. 



V ■ • 



Mr.E. BeaneM •.'.•••/ 2 $ A 
Ephfaiw Villai CMr. T. ^ 

Sawyer/ . . . ^«^*. . it ,^ & ^ 4t 

- BISHOP'S DOWN. . . " 

WhlteHoi|s.^B%«.SboT^ « ^5 7.1 4 
Mrs. ShoreyV Smalt 

House £ j^. 2*: 7'* 

Ditto late Dobell^i .**-, •« -j'*^» i:'^ 
Mi^CfiapiiaA. . ... .». ; 9 '#,-4^'. 'i^. 

MrASbore^'sGlreatHoHae - i ;5 » . ] '.<$ 
Dittd lirte tlojrd\ . -^ • « • J >4 4 



/ 

Digitized b'y VjOOQIC 
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USEFUIr ROADS 



VEAOIirfi VRdK 



TUJVBRIBGE^fPElML^ 



DESCRIBED. 



DIFFBESNT BOADST TO liOVDOKi 



The Dkta Pwt Road. 



TUNBRIDGE 

Sevenoaks 
Formborough 

Anolhir Road to Londm. 



6 Bromley 4 

7 Londoa IQ 
9 Total 96 



Timbridge 
Mereworth 
Wrotham , 



5 Chidehurst 

8 Elthaiii 3 

7 NewCiost 2 

7 London 8 

Tirtal4» 
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Anotlier Road to London. 



Sevenoaks 


13 Godstone T 


Sundridge 


3 Croydon 10 


Brastead 


S London 10 


Westerham 


3 Total 48 


Another Road to Lmidon. 


G««&Wi^ 


' 4 fiastOtiskaed. ''^ 


Withjliam 


2 Godstone 10 


Hartfield 


M,^'Oto^n . 10 


Foi«8t lUnr 


3 London 10 


- 


---• -.- Total 44 


'"Mo^iBoadld'Eimdlm. 


Sevenoaks ,- 


. . 1^ Mton^Stteet S 


Otford 


?r Darwt .^ .. I, 


^oreham ' 


" 1 Partford . % 


jkjnfisfojcfL 


3 London, ' , 10, 


fhiniiagham 


1 ' Total 42 



^ Road from TmbvUfg^rWells to Dorking. . 

Riverhead ifilfi Bletching|I|'i & 

Sundridgor. u : ?.• '4 Riegate .. : ' * 

Sra8tead : '^' .• £ Darking^ T- 

l|{^fef«Biim 9 Total 41 
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Shortest Road from Tunbridge-T Veils to 
Umihnmpion: 



Uckfield 



14 Havant 



licwes 8 Portsdown 

Brighthelmstone 8 Farehain 

Findon 10 Botley ' 

Ariiiidel 10 Southampton 



9 
4 
6 
4 
10 



Chichester 



Total 92 



4n€iber Botdfram Thinbridge TFfUs tor 
JSouAampton. 



Sevenoaks 12 ^Guildford 10 

fliverfiead '2 ' Farnham ** 16 

^estlrham 6 Alton 9 

GodsttJfae 8 Alresfopf ' 10 

Riegate 6 Winchester ^ 

fferftiftg ' 7 Southaita^toh Sx 

'^n^otal 100 

0^* From ga^bvHgei Wells to Ldn^ri^ 

FronkduOHdoU' to fiouthampton » <j6i 

""J^ost Road from Tu$bfi(%e^ Wells to Ak^a^. 

iMJUidstone ^^^Canterbdijr ^l* 

-SittiDgbourae * <i3 Margate ? '^MM$ 

Total 6* 
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Summer Bridle Road from TunMdge- 
|0 Maarpde. 


WeUt 


Ill 


11 

7 
7 


Ashford 6 

Canterbuiy. 11. 

Margate 16 

Total 61 


New Road from TutAridge Welh to Bath. 


Furnborough 

Croydon 

Mitehun 

KingBtoB 

'Staines 

Bagshot % 


SI 
8 
3 
8 
9 
9 


Hartford Bridge 10 
Basingstoke 10 
Andover , 18 
Devizes £6 
Bath . 18 
Total 140 


JHnct Roadfrwn TunSridge- WeOs to Batk, 
through Brighthelautone. 


Uckidd 

fjowes 

Brighthelmstond 

Findon 

Amndel 

/niicheater 

HUTMt , 


U 
8 
8 
10 
10 
9 
9 


Southwiak 
Wickhaa 
Waltham 
.Winchester 
Stockbrldge 
Salisburjr . 
Bath 


8 

4 

5 

10 

9 

U 

36 



Total 15ft 
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From Tunbridge-JVeUs to Easihourm. 

May field 8 Horsebricl^e 4 

. Cross-in-Hand 5 Eastbourne 8 

Horsham 3 Total 28 

AnolJier Road to Eastbourne. 

Uckfield 14. Horsebridge 6 

EastHoadiey 3 Hailsham g 

Cross the Dicker to Eastbourne Q 

Total 33 
Pleasant Excursions from the Wetls. 

Battle gg Eastbourne .5 

Boreham-street 6 l,ewe8 16 

Pevensey 4 Brighthelmstone 8 

Or, to Hawkhurst 14 Wittrisham 8 

%e 16 Tenterden 3 

Soon toAshford, Canterbury, or back again. 

Or, to Bourne 28 Newhaven 4 

WeetDeane 5 Rottingdeane 6 
Seaford 3 Brighthelmstow 3 
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From Tunbridge^Welk to Darking^ or Lea- 
therheady in Surry — shortest road, 

Withyham • 6 Bletchinglj b 

Hartfield / S Riegate 4 

Forest Row 3 Darkuig 7 

East-Orinstead 3 Total 30 

Or, Riegate to Leatherhead 10 

From Tunbridge^TVeUs to Windsor. 

Sevenoaks 13 Mitcham 3 

Farnborough 8 Kingston 8 

Loi^Icsbottom 2 Staines^ * 9 

Croydon 8 Windsor 3 

Total 54 
From Tunbridge- Wells to Epsom. 
Sevenoaks - - - - 13 

Liocksbottom (turn off at Chalk Barn) 10 
Croydon - - * - 8 

Epsom - - - 9 

Total 40 

From TttfAridge' Wells to Petwortk. . 

, Brighthelinatoiie - * SO 

Sboreham ... 5 

^Ardhdel . - . - - 8 

^Petwortk - - - II 

f. Total 56 
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Excursion from Tunbridge-WeUs, to Hast- 
ings, Eastbourne^ Brighlkelmstone, and 
Portsmouth. 



From Tunbridge- Wells to Liamberhttrst ^ 
Rotherbridge George Inn 6 

Battle Ditto 8 

Hastings Swan 8 

Boreham* Bull's Head 12 

Eastbourne f ^ Sea Houses, Ship 9 

Seaford Old Tree 8 

Newhaven Bridge New Inn 3 

Brighthelmstone i Castle^ or Old Ship 9 

Total 71 

From Brighthelmstone to Portsmouth. 

From Brighthelmstone td Findon 10 

Arundel - - - - 10 

Chichester - . - ' - 9 

Havant - - - . 9 

Porstsmouth - , • . 4 

Total 42 



* h9i4 Ariibnrnham*s f^eat hete is worth notice. 

t Hurstmtmceux, and Mr. Hare's House, situate 
between Boreham and ievensey Castle. 

i Lofd George Cavendish's House at Eastbournet 
Mi BMchy Head, in the Road tp Seaford. 

G G 2 
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Fram Brightkelmstone to Margate. 



From Brigbthelmstone to Newkaven 


9 


Seaford Old Tree * 


3 


Eastbourne' Ship at the Sea Ilctuses 


8 


Boreham Buirs Head 


9 


Hastings Swan 


12 


Rye George «. 


8 


NewRomntejr New Inn 


13 


Dymchurch* 


4- 


Hythe+ Swan 


5 


Snndgate Castle 


3 


Folkaone 


3 


Pover Ship 


7 


Deal Hoop and Griffin 


7 


Sandwich 


8 


Margate 


8 


Total 107 


« Dymchprch Wall conaot escape notice. 




' f A Stack of Haman Bonet. 





'. ' K' 
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" STAGE COACHES, 
WAGGONS, AND POST. 

LIPSCOMB AND BEAL't 

DJtY COJiCII TO LONDON. 

• SETS out from Tunbridge- Wells, every 
morning, at eight o'clock, (Sundays ex*' 
cepted) through Tunbridge, Sevenoaks^ 
Pamborough, Bromlej, and iiewisham; 
and arrives at the Golden-Cross, Charing- 
Cross, about three in the afternoon ; 
vetums from thencQ at eight everjr 
jDoming. 

Also their original LIGHT POST 
COACH, (in five hours) carrying four 
inside only, sets out from Tunbridge- Wells, 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
morning, at seven o^clock, to the Golden- 
Cross, Charing-Cross, from whence it re- 
turns every Tuesday, Thursday,, and Sa^ 
turday, at one o'clock. 
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DuringtheSeason, aSUNDAY COACH 
sets out from the Golden-Cross, Charing* 
Cross, at six o'clock in the morning, and 
arrives at their office, Tunbridge- Wells, 
• bj twelve ; from whence it returns at two 
o'clock in the Afternoon, and atriyes at 
the Golden-Cross, Charing-C^jross, by eight 
in the evening. 

E. 6f J. BENNEn'S' 

liONDON WAGGON. 

Sets out from their Office, back of the 
Parade, Tunbridge- Wells, eveiy Monday 
and Thursday morning at nine o'clock, and 
arrives at the Nag's-Head Inn, in the Bo- 
reugfa, every Tuesday and Friday, about 
eight o'ck>ck in the morning; retuni«firon& 
thence the saraj^ afternoon, and arrives at 
Tunbridge* Wells, Wednesdays and Saturn 
days. Carries goods at per cwt. and Pareela 
bodced at the above Inn, and at Mn 
Bennett'^, the Dnke of York, Tunbridge« 
Welk. 

STAPLEY AND ROOTS 

LONnON WAGGON. 

Sets out from Tunbridge- Wells, eveiy 
ij^londay and Thursday moniing, at nise 
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o'^clock, and arrives at the Queen's Head, 
in the Borough, every Tuesday and Friday, 
Bi eight o'dodt in the morning; returns 
from thence on the same* afternoon, and 
arrives at Tunbridge -Wells, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. Carries goods at per cMt. 
and parcels booked at thelnn,;in South* 
wark, and at their Wareliouse, Tunbridge- 
WeUs. " 

Tunbridge-WeliSy Brighton^ and 
Maidstone fyaggon^ 

By WILLIAM WOOD, 

Sets out from the Swan Inn, Tunbridge-- 
Wells, every Monday and Friday Morning, 
at half-past five' o'clock, and from the 
Chequers, iTunbridge Town, at Seven, and 
arrives at the Haunch of Venison, Maidstone, 
at Eleven^ returns the same day at Three 
©'Clock in the Afternoon. ^ 

Sets out for Brighton, every Tuesday 
Morning, at eight o'Clock, to the King's 
Head, Uckfield ; Dorset Arms, Cliff, Lewes; 
and the Greyhound, East-street, Brighton; 
from whence it returns every Wednesday, 
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THE MAIL 

Arrives. every morniag; (xom Xj«>ti4oyn9 about 
eight o'clock, (Mondajs excepted) and goes 
out every evening at eight ^o'cloeli, (Saturday 
excepted.) '^fhe pos|tag;e of |i single letter 
to, or from London, is Se vert- pence. 

*,,t^ AH Foreign, or Gross-post Letters 
are to be giyen to the persom |)felonging to 
the Office^ and not p4it- into the Box with 
the Letters for London : as bags are made 
up, and accounts kept separately. 

THE CJiOSS POST 

Sets out everjir evening with the Mail, aiyl 
the Letters are delivered the next day. 

A bag is made up every evening for Tun- 
bridge, Sevencidis, and Bromley ; Letters 
for which places, and the neighbourhood, 
are within the Cross post delivery, therefore 
w^iH be^delivered without first going to 
London, \)r paying otherwise* for than as 
Bye or Cross-post Letters. 

THE EKD. ^ 



Clifford* Printery' Tanbridge*WclII< 
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t0k«a from the Buildini 
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